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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Practice  Safety  During  Grinding  Season 


Across  the  state,  we  are  now 
underway  with  Louisiana's  215th 
sugarcane  harvest.  It  is  with  some 
optimism  that  we  approach  this  time  of  year, 
for  now  is  when  we  can  truly  see  just  what 
kind  of  yield  Louisiana's  largest  crop  will 
provide. 

Through  news  articles  and  press  releases, 
the  League  has  encouraged  the  public  to  be 
mindful  of  our  industry's  increased  traffic 
on  the  roads  during  the  harvest  season. 
Through  these  outlets,  I  have  suggested  that 
motorists  exercise  caution  when  traveling 
the  sugar  belt  during  the  cane  harvest.  We 
ask  our  friends  and  neighbors  to  work  with 
us  in  a  cooperative  fashion  as  we  go  about 
the  business  of  converting  cane  to  cash. 
Congestion  and  slower  moving  traffic  is  sure 
to  result,  but  this  temporary  inconvenience 
is  easier  to  endure  after  considering  the  $800 
million  cash  injection  that  sugar  production 
provides  to  our  state's  economy.  This  cash 
rolls  into  an  economic  impact  for  Louisiana 
of  over  $2  billion. 

The  League's  state  lobbyist  Tom  Spradley 
and  I  have  recently  met  with  Louisiana  State 
Police  officials  to  continue  to  work  in  a 
cooperative  fashion  in  our  efforts  to  ensure 
that  we  are  doing  all  we  can  to  keep  our 
highways  safe. 


I  take  this  opportunity  to  remind  all  our 
farmers  and  millers  to  take  a  proactive 
approach  to  maintaining  safe  conditions  on 
our  state's  roads.  I  have  listed  below  a  few 
suggestions  for  you  to  consider  during  this 
harvesting  season. 

Ensuring  that  all  your  harvesting  equipment 
is  in  optimum  working  order  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  order  to  prevent  accidents  on 
the  roads.  Throughout  the  harvest,  routinely 
inspect  your  road-bound  equipment  to  verify 
safe  conditions  for  the  equipment's  operator 
and  motoring  public.  Emergency  flashing 
lights,  reflective  tape,  and  slow-moving  vehicle 
signs  will  increase  visibility  of  your  equipment 
on  the  roads.  Use  these  items  liberally  to  warn 
motorists  of  the  convoys  of  farm  equipment 
that  will  become  prevalent  throughout  the 
harvest. 

When  loading  cane  carts,  be  mindful  not 
to  overload  the  equipment.  The  League  has 
worked  diligently  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  100,000-pound  weight  limit  for 
transporting  the  harvest.  Potential  hazards  of 
cane  falling  from  the  loads  onto  other  vehicles 
may  jeopardize  our  efforts  to  maintain  this 
privilege  in  the  future. 

In  order  to  make  the  public  more  aware  of 
your  farm  equipment  on  the  roads,  we 
encourage  the  use  of  road  signs  that  identify 


cane  loading  areas.  These  signs  serve  an 
important  role  of  warning  motorists  that  they 
are  approaching  potentially  hazardous  areas 
and  precaution  should  be  taken.  To  ensure 
effectiveness,  use  appropriate  reflective  signs 
that  meet  highway  safety  standards.  The 
League  encourages  you  to  use  signage 
specifically  designed  for  highway  use.  Also, 
place  signs  where  maximum  visibility  is 
possible. 

A  major  challenge  we  hope  to  avoid  is  the 
onset  of  the  kind  of  rainy  conditions  we 
experienced  last  year.  When  rain  causes 
muddy  conditions,  please  do  all  you  can  to 
remove  mud  from  the  roads. 

A  prominent  trademark  of  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  harvest  is  the  sights  and  smells  of 
burning  cane  in  the  fields.  When  burning 
your  fields,  follow  the  guidelines  that  have 
been  repeatedly  outlined  in  literature 
distributed  by  the  League  and  the  LSU 


AgCenter.  Safe  practices  include  monitoring 
fields  while  they  are  burning;  identifying  "no 
burn  fields"  near  schools,  hospitals, 
subdivisions,  etc.;  and  keeping  accurate 
records  of  your  burn  management  program. 
We  also  promote  the  neighborly  gesture  of 
informing  residents  near  your  fields  of 
potential  burns  that  may  affect  their  area.  See 
the  inside  back  cover  for  a  list  of  guidelines. 
I  understand  how  stressful  the  grinding 
season  can  be  for  everyone  involved  in  our 
industry,  but  I  encourage  patience  and 
diligence  in  avoiding  short-sighted  decisions 
that  may  have  adverse  effects  on  our 
communities.  Following  the  aforementioned 
guidelines  should  help  to  assure  a  safe  and 
productive  harvest  throughout  the  sugar  belt. 
Minimizing  the  impact  that  our  agricultural 
activities  have  on  our  communities  is  good 
for  our  industry  and  part  of  what  being  a  good 
neighbor  is  all  about. 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
J       DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA    70764 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 


1"0  /  /  "OT"0"l-</\rN  \-3  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       j**^ 


www.louisianalandbank.com. 


So  simple,  it's  genius 
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Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 


John  Deere 


Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 
Independent  propulsion  and  steering 
Operator  preferred  controls 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 
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www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Sen/ice 

Off -Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 
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"Best  Sugarcane  Harvester  resale  value  in  the  industry!" 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Fall  Campaigns  Begin 

Farm  Bill  Jockeying 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Tie  election  season  is  in  full  bloom  and 
Congress  is  unlikely  to  pass  anything 
controversial  in  October.  While  the 
Senate  may  take  up  a  tax  bill,  the  differences 
between  the  Administration's  targeted  tax 
extender  bill  and  the  GOP's  position  for  full 
extension  are  too  great  and  the  partisan  furor 
is  too  high.  Even  if  a  bill  makes  its  way  out 
of  the  Senate,  there  will  be  no  time  (or 
energy)  left  for  the  House  to  respond  before 
elections.  By  the  time  you  read  this,  House 
Members  will  be  back  in  their  districts  for 
the  final  month  of  campaigning  before 
November  elections. 

Instead,  Congress  will  craft  a  stop-gap 
spending  measure,  known  as  a  continuing 
resolution,  to  keep  government  agencies 
running  when  the  new  fiscal  year  begins 
October  1st.  Congress  has  not  approved  a 
single  appropriations  measure,  so  this  stop- 
gap measure  will  fund  all  government 
programs,  probably  through  Thanksgiving, 
and  Members  will  return  after  the  elections 
for  final  action  on  an  omnibus  appropriations 
measure  to  fund  programs  through  the 
remainder  of  the  fiscal  year.  For  the  record, 
Congress  has  been  forced  to  do  a  continuing 
resolution  on  spending  for  each  of  the  past 
five  even-numbered  years  (i.e.  election 


years),  a  record  that  includes  three  GOP 
majorities  and  two  Dem  majorities. 

Farm  Bill  Jockeying 

"In  politics,  there  are  no  right  answers, 
only  a  continuing  flow  of  compromises 
among  groups,  resulting  in  a  changing,  cloudy 
and  ambiguous  series  of  public  decisions 
where  appetite  and  ambition  compete  openly 
with  knowledge  and  wisdom." 

~  Honorable  Alan  Simpson 

Former  Wyoming  Senator  Simpson's 
words  above  provide  an  excellent  basis  for 
discussing  the  latest  farm  bill  proposals 
coming  out  of  the  Midwest.  The  Iowa  Farm 
Bureau  recently  called  for  elimination  of  the 
direct  payment  component  of  farm  bill 
programs,  with  the  $5  billion  in  savings  being 
used  to  improve  revenue-based  programs 
such  as  ACRE  and  crop  insurance.  This 
puts  Iowa  Farm  Bureau  and  the  National 
Farmers  Union  on  the  same  side  of  the  direct 
payments  debate,  though  NFU  would  use 
the  savings  to  improve  the  countercyclical 
payment  program,  the  permanent  disaster 
program  (SURE)  and  crop  insurance. 

Meanwhile,  the  president  of  the  National 
Wheat  Growers  Association,  who  also  heads 
the  Kansas  Farm  Bureau,  has  come  out 


strongly  in  favor  of  retaining  the  direct 
payment  program,  noting  that  most  farmers 
do  not  enjoy  the  optimal  growing  conditions 
that  Iowa  enjoys  each  year  and  that  this 
makes  other  programs,  such  as  crop 
insurance,  less  effective  in  covering  farming 
risks.  Farm  bill  veteran  Tom  Sell  (of 
Combest-Sell)  has  offered  the  most  succinct 
explanation  of  this  key  policy  difference 
between  regions,  noting  that  opponents  of 
direct  payments  in  the  Midwest  argue  that 
these  payments  are  capitalized  into  land 
rents,  benefiting  the  landowner  instead  of  the 
producer,  while  farmers  in  other  areas 
typically  operate  on  a  cost-share  basis  where 
government  payments  are  divided  between 
landlord  and  producer  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  revenue  and  expenses. 

The  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
will  head  into  January  meetings  in  hopes  of 
tempering  these  differing  perspectives,  while 
factoring  in  the  perspectives  of  many 
southern  producers  that  have  had  little  or  no 
success  in  developing  effective  crop 
insurance  policies. 

The  farm  bill  process  unfolding  in  the 
coming  months  is  set  against  a  backdrop  of 
mounting  Federal  budget  deficits  and  the 
farm  safety  net  will  be  squeezed  between 
budget  hawks  and  nutrition  supporters  once 
again.  House  Agriculture  Committee 
economist  Craig  Jagger  warns  that  the 
upcoming  farm  bill  may  be  the  most  difficult 
farm  bill  of  the  modern  era  from  a  budget 
perspective,  noting  that  approximately  $9 
billion  in  offsets  would  be  needed  to 
reauthorize  38  programs  in  the  current  farm 
bill  that  will  not  have  a  baseline  in  201 2.  With 
new  funding  sources  unlikely  in  the  current 
budget  environment,  offsetting  the  costs  of 
the  38  programs  above  would  require  cuts 
in  other  farm  bill  program  areas.  With 
increasing  demands  from  nutrition-focused 
supporters  of  the  last  farm  bill,  who  are 
currently  pushing  for  reauthorization  of  the 


nutrition  programs  by  September  30th,  the 
over  one  thousand  supporters  of  the  last  farm 
bill  are  unlikely  to  find  much  to  agree  on  this 
time  around. 

USDA  WASDE  September  Report  on 
US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  September  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  for  2009/10 
left  beginning  stocks  1,534,000  tons  (raw 
value)  while  domestic  production  was 
increased  by  36,000  tons  to  7,847,000  ton 
due  to  35,000  ton  increase  in  Louisiana 
production  (September  deliveries)  and  a 
1 ,000  increase  in  Florida.  Cane  production 
is  now  estimated  at  3,397,000  tons,  while 
beet  production  remained  at  4,450,000  tons. 
Imports  were  increased  to  3,134,000  tons 
from  3,029,000  tons,  with  a  30,000  ton 
reduction  in  TRQ  imports  partially  offsetting 
a  135,000  ton  increase  in  imports  from 
Mexico  and  high-tier  origins.  As  a  result, 
total  supplies  are  increased  to  12,5 1 5,000  tons 
from  12,374,000  tons  last  month.  Exports 
were  unchanged  at  200,000  tons  while 
deliveries  were  increased  to  10,805,000  tons 
from  10,685,000  tons.  Total  use  was 
increased  to  11,005,000  tons  from  10,885,000 
tons,  resulting  in  ending  stocks  for  September 
20 1 0  of  1 ,5 1 0,000  tons.  The  stocks-to-use 
ratio  remains  at  13.7  percent. 

Higher  beginning  stocks  in  2010/11  and 
an  increase  in  beet  production  led  to  an 
increase  in  total  supply  to  12,194,000  tons 
from  1 2,093,000  tons  last  month.  Domestic 
production  rises  to  8,415,000  tons  from 
8,335,000  tons  due  to  higher  beet  production, 
now  projected  at  4,890,000  tons  versus 
4,8 1 0,000  tons  last  month.  Cane  production 
remains  at  3,525,000  tons,  with  Louisiana 
projected  at  1,465,000  tons.  TRQ  Imports 
remain  at  2,269,000  tons,  exports  are  steady 
at  150,000  tons,  deliveries  are  increased  to 
10,960,000  tons  from  10,685,000  tons  and 


total  use  is  increased  to  1 1 , 1 1 0,000  tons  from 
10,835,000  tons  from  last  month.  As  a  result, 
ending  stocks  are  decreased  to  1 ,084,000  tons 
from  1,258,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use 
ratio  for  September  201 1  is  projected  to  fall 
to  9.8  percent  from  1 1.6  percent. 

USD  A  increased  2009/10  beginning  stocks 
for  Mexico  to  624,000  tons  from  488,000  tons. 
Production  remains  at  5,115,000  tons  and 
imports  at  830,000  tons.  Domestic  use  is 
increased  to  5,212,000  tons  from  5,170,000 


tons,  while  exports  were  increased  to  570,000 
tons  from  480,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending 
stocks  are  777,000  tons  versus  773,000  tons 
last  month.  For  20 1 0/ 1 1 ,  Mexican  production 
remains  at  5,450,000  tons  and  imports  at 
150,000  tons,  while  domestic  use  rises  to 
5,018,000  tons  from  4,950,000  tons  and 
exports  remain  at  500,000  tons.  As  a  result, 
Mexico  is  projected  to  have  ending  stocks  of 
859,000  tons,  down  from  923,000  tons  last 
month. 
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HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting,  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 

Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


it 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


CANE  HELICOPTERS 


480-444-9520 


Providing  aerial  agricultural  services  for 
low  level  application  spraying  of 

fertilizers,  herbicides,  fungicides 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Over  the  years,  the  cane  growers  and  processors  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
have  maintained  great  respect  for  the  breeding  program.  Many  consider  that  new 
varieties  are  the  life 's  blood  of  this  industry,  but  very  few  realize  how  it  all  got  started, 
or  the  debt  that  is  owed  Southdown  Plantation  for  their  early  efforts  in  introduction 
of  new  varieties  into  this  industry.  The  incorporation  of  newer  genetics  into  the 
varieties  being  grown  by  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  actually  started  back  in 
1922  when  the  management  of  Southdown  went  to  the  USD  A  and  requested  seedcane 
of  the  P.O. J.  varieties. 

Below  are  excerpts  from  a  1927  bulletin  entitled  ''Disease  Resisting  Sugarcanes  for 
Louisiana;  A  Treatise  on  P.O. J.  213,  P.O. J.  36,  and  P.O. J.  234  Canes."  The  information 
is  recounted  by  the  management  of  Southdown  at  the  time  of  the  importation,  testing, 
and  seed  distribution  of  seedcane  of  the  P.O. J  varieties.  This  bulletin  was  published 
in  1927  by  the  Estate  of  H.  C.  Minor,  Southdown  Plantation,  Houma,  Louisiana. 


The  Development  of  the  P.O.J.  Cane  at  Southdown 


In  trying  to  explain  crop  failures  in  the  years 
following  1 920,  we  went  the  route  of  most 
other  planters.  We  blamed  the  weather, 
the  soil,  the  labor,  and  the  lack  of  fertilizer. 
We  did  not  have  sufficient  knowledge  of 
Mosaic  disease,  root  rot,  and  breeding  work 
to  completely  agree  with  the  diagnosis  of  our 
troubles,  or  appreciate  fully  the  advice  given 
us  by  the  US  Office  of  Sugar  Plant 
Investigations. 

In  the  meantime,  taxes,  interest  and 
operating  expenses  had  to  be  met.  Our 
financial  losses  from  year  to  year  were 
enormous.  We  knew  relief  had  to  be  found, 
and  quick  relief  or  the  cane  industry  would 
be  a  thing  of  the  past. 


So  we  began  experimenting  along  various 
lines,  in  fact  all  lines  suggested  by  anybody. 
We  ran  extensive  experiments  with  sorghum. 
We  tried  to  grow  cotton.  We  tried  growing 
truck  crops.  We  selected  better  seedcane 
among  the  older  varieties  and  we  used  plant 
cane  exclusively  for  seed.  Seed  selection 
increased  the  yields  materially  but  selection 
in  old  varieties  unfortunately  did  not  help 
enough  to  give  a  profit.  The  seed  selection, 
in  a  good  variety,  is  unquestionably  essential 
for  best  results. 

We  read  the  history  of  cane  in  other 
countries,  corresponded  and  interviewed 
cane  men  from  all  over  the  world,  and  studied 
the  growth  of  certain  new  varieties.  In  1 924 


we  became  finally  convinced  that  the  major 
troubles  in  Louisiana  were  Mosaic  disease 
and  root  diseases  and  that  the  only  practical 
way  out  of  our  troubles  was  to  grow  varieties 
of  cane  which  were  resistant  to  these 
diseases.  This  was  the  view  held  by  the  US 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  which  they 
had  been  persistently  advocating  since  1919. 

In  1919,  Dr.  E.W.  Brandes  of  the  Office 
of  Sugar  Plant  Investigations,  US  Department 
of  Agriculture,  published  Bulletin  No.  829, 
calling  attention  to  Mosaic  disease  in 
Louisiana.  The  State,  as  a  whole,  was  getting 
fairly  good  crops  except  on  the  east  end  of 
the  Mississippi  River  and  Dr.  Brandes' 
warning  was  largely  disregarded.  In  the  fall 
of  1921,  Dr.  A.D.  Shamel  of  the  US 
Department  of  Agriculture  visited  Southdown 
and  he  stressed  the  importance  of  seed 
selection  and  predicted  we  would  have 
trouble  with  Mosaic. 

Breeding  work  in  cane  is  a  relatively  new 
development.  Scientists  found  they  could 
make  flowers  from  a  semi-wild  cane;  cross 
it  on  the  flower  of  a  noble  cane  and  select 
the  progeny  carefully  for  best  characteristics 
of  both  parents'  stocks.  Thus,  we  have 
P.O.J.  213,  P.O.J.  36,  and  P.O.J.  234,  bred 
at  Proefstation  Oost  Java  (East  Java 
Experiment  Station)  by  Dr.  Jan  Kobus.  The 
semi-wild  Chunne  cane,  a  cane  from 
northern  India,  of  low  sugar  and  high  fiber 
content,  but  with  wonderful  vitality  (though 
scarcely  larger  in  barrel  than  a  pencil), 
crossed  on  Louisiana  Purple  "Cheribon" 
cane  produced  seedlings  numbers  234  and 
213;  and  Chunne  crossed  on  Louisiana  stripe 
"Striped  Preanger"  produced  P.O.J.  36.  Dr. 
Kobus  was  breeding  to  control  Sereh  disease 
and  incidentally  secured  these  canes,  which 
have  been  largely  used  elsewhere,  for 
instance  in  Argentina,  Spain,  Puerto  Rico,  and 
Louisiana. 

Several  members  of  our  firm  (Southdown) 
attended  a  meeting  addressed  by  Dr.  Cross 
and  we  decided  if  possible  to  secure  some 
P.O.J,  seedcane.    In  May  of  that  year,  we 


applied  to  the  US  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  P.O.J,  seedcane  and  we  were  told  that 
they  had  an  extremely  limited  amount  of  the 
seed,  but  that  some  of  the  seed  was  being 
sent  to  the  Louisiana  State  Station.  We  were 
given  a  few  eyes  of  P.O.J.  234  seedcane  in 
the  spring  of  1922.  The  seed  was  planted, 
and  we  confess  with  small  hope.  The  barrel 
was  disappointingly  small  and  the  cane  was 
certainly  not  much  in  looks.  Twenty-one  eyes 
germinated.  By  1924,  P.O.J.  234  had 
increased  to  4  acres;  of  P.O.  J.  2 1 3  and  P.O.J. 
36  there  was  a  short  row  of  each.  Numerous 
meetings  were  then  held  at  Southdown  to 
endeavor  to  impress  up  on  fellow  sugar 
planters  the  marked  difference  between  the 
old  cane  and  the  P.O.J,  varieties. 

We  considered  the  seed  most  valuable,  but 
decided  a  gift  should  be  made  of  a  portion  of 
it  to  the  planter  of  the  state  through  the  US 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  the  only  cooperative 
body  of  sugar  planters  existing.  We  sold  them 
cane  at  a  normal  price  and  they  sent  out  free 
some  six  or  eight  thousand  four-pound 
packages  to  planters  over  the  state  who  had 
asked  for  seed.  The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  accepted  about  26  tons, 
approximately  25%  of  the  total  supply,  and 
they  sent  some  52  half-ton  lots  to  selected 
planters  under  a  share  contract. 

We  did  not  care  to  sell  much  seed  in  1 925, 
wishing  to  enlarge  our  own  plantings  to  the 
fullest  extent.  The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  guided  by  its  executive  committee 
of  27  representative  planters,  finally  decided 
it  would  be  fair  to  sell  their  limited  share  of 
the  seed  grown  in  cooperation  with  planter 
(the  product  of  only  26  tons)  at  $  1 1 0  per  ton; 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  the  same  way  as 
the  dues  of  the  members,  that  is,  to  help  the 
sugar  industry  along  all  possible  lines.  To 
whatever  extent  they  received  revenue  from 
cane  sales  they  were  able  to  "carry  on" 
without  voluntary  subscriptions  of  cash.  We 
stated  we  would  fill  excess  orders  at  this 
price,  but  did  not  urge  a  single  sale  and 


announced  we  would  rather  keep  the 
seedcane  than  sell  it  at  $  1 1 0  per  ton.  Many 
growers,  who  placed  orders  before  the  borer 
got  in  his  work,  wished  to  cancel  their  orders 
and  we  accepted  cancellations  figuring  that 
the  progeny  of  the  seed  would  be  more 
valuable  in  the  future  at  a  lesser  price. 

For  the  1926  crop  there  was  a  fairly  large 
acreage  of  P.O.J.  234  planted  at  Southdown 
and  we  had  also  increased  our  other  seed  of 
P.O.J.  213  and  P.O.J.  36  to  about  50  acres 
each.  We  did  not  care  to  sell  the  last  named 
varieties  for  any  price.  For  the  1926  crop, 
we  placed  with  various  planters  in  a 
cooperative  contract  through  the  State, 
considerable  quantities  of  P.O.J.  234,  stating 
frankly  that  if  the  cane  should  develop  nicely, 
it  would  be  located  advantageously 
throughout  the  district  for  seed  use,  and  if  it 
were  worthless,  it  could  be  easily  milled.  For 
the  1927  crop,  we  likewise  made  share 
contracts  on  the  P.O.J.  213  and  P.O.J.  36. 

From  experiences,  we  knew  that  if  plant 
cane  was  cut  in  October  the  stubble  would 
be  largely  ruined.  Sugar  planters  had  to  have 
this  seed  for  planting  purposes  before 
freezing  time  or  stand  a  great  risk  of  losing 
the  seed  supply  that  could  not  be  quickly 
replaced.  In  cooperation  and  with  full 
approval  of  planters  who  were  going  to  grow 
the  cane  with  us,  a  price  of  $20  per  ton  was 
fixed  for  P.O.J.  234.  A  concerted  effort 
between  cooperative  growers  and  us  was 
made  to  get  a  wide  and  equitable  division  of 
the  limited  quantity  of  P.O.J.  234  cane 
throughout  the  state.  At  $20  per  ton,  an  acre 
of  new  canes  could  be  planted  at  a  cost 
barely  in  excess  of  the  cost  with  old  canes 
as  one  to  one  and  a  half  tons  of  P.O.J,  canes 
planted  as  much  land  as  four  or  five  tons  of 
the  older  varieties. 

We  sold  and  delivered  last  fall  some 
10,000  tons  of  P.O.J.  234  under  very  difficult 
cutting  and  shipping  conditions.  At  the  price 
of  $20  per  ton,  an  average  of  three  dollars 
was  paid  in  cash,  balance  to  be  paid  when  a 
credit  of  Association  was  formed,  and  by 


note.  We  have  today  collected  for  60%  of 
this  cane  and  40%  is  still  in  notes  and  still 
outstanding,  though  most  of  these  notes  will 
be  paid  in  time,  no  doubt.  We  did  not  make 
any  profit  worth  mentioning  on  the 
transaction.  The  expenses  were  large 
because,  as  we  expected,  the  resulting  stubble 
crop  was  almost  completely  ruined. 

This  fall  (1927)  there  will  be  available  in 
the  state  possibly  some  400,000  tons  of  P.O.J. 
234,  sufficient  to  plant  the  sugarcane  district 
twice  over  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  tons 
to  the  acre  —  largely  the  progeny  of  2 1  eyes 
germinated  at  Southdown  in  the  spring  of 
1922. 

The  US  Department  of  Agriculture  since 
1923  has  been  actively  engaged  at  Canal 
Point,  Florida,  in  breeding  canes  suitable  for 
use  in  the  United  States.  Numerous 
seedlings  are  being  tried  out  and  being  sent 
in  quantity  for  further  trials  to  the  State 
Station  in  Baton  Rouge  and  to  the  Federal 
Station  in  Houma.  During  1925,  the 
Louisiana  industry  was  fortunate  in  having 
the  US  Department  of  Agriculture  establish 
a  cane  experiment  station  in  Louisiana.  The 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  leased  to  the 
government  40  acres  for  a  station  site.  The 
US  Department  of  Agriculture  is  today 
carrying  on  valuable  work  there. 

Many  changes  for  the  better  can  be  made 
in  the  cane  business;  and  these  will  come  in 
due  time,  such  as  cooperative  efforts  to 
standardize  manufacture,  centralization  of 
buying  and  selling,  changes  in  labor  system, 
future  utilization  of  byproducts,  labor  saving 
devices,  and  so  on.  The  sugar  belt  has  been 
sorely  tried  by  disease,  pest  of  cane,  debts, 
last  year's  storm,  and  the  recent  floods;  yet 
after  a  fashion,  the  industry  still  exists. 

ESTATE  OF  H.C.  MINOR 

Southdown  Plantation 

Houma,  Louisiana 

1927 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


CASE  III 

337-845-5080 


Maintenance  Matters! 


We  keep  you  going  during  the  harvest 
Fast  response,  parts  in  stock. 


Case  Austoft  Cane 

Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


Service  for  all  brands 

wholestalk  cutters,  loaders,  and 

combines. 


You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


Michele  Simoneaux 
Thibodaux 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(985)  446-9450 


Donna  Booty 
Thibodaux 


W-IOVISIANA,  INC 

P.O.  Box  99*  Carencro,LA»  70520 
(o)337  396-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Const ructi on 

Sucker  Rods $9  -12/jt. 

2-3/8"   Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Structural $36.00/jt 

More  sLz.es.  avail  able  ♦TmoteLiAg  available 
4831  N  W  Evangeline  Thwy  -  Ext  7 
337  896-8462  •  Ask  for  Terri 


Crop 

Production 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


-^E  C*STv 


^/ZERCS5* 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 


'lii'm-W''' 


SUGAR  CANE  HIGH  DUMP  WAGON 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Walking  beam  axle  design 

Special  slide  assembly  w/abrasive  resistant  wear  pads 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  cylinders,  pins,  and  cylinder  mounts 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

Multi-Lube  walking  beam 

14.00x24,  12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 


John  E 


Contact 

Perry  Falcon  at  225-268-2288 

or  Rooney  Hymel  at  225-268-2290 

Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 
to  view  our  used  equipment  inventory 


John  Deere 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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Growi  ng  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Machinery  Replacement  &  Depreciation  in  2010 


The  current  level  of  higher  than  normal 
market  prices  for  raw  sugar  which  we 
have  observed  for  the  2009  crop  and 
which  seem  to  be  holding  for  the  2010  crop 
provide  a  much  needed  opportunity  to 
strengthen  the  economic  viability  of  the  sugar 
industry  in  the  state.  One  of  the  more 
important  results  of  this  current  market  is 
the  opportunity  for  growers  to  replace 
equipment  if  needed. 

When  to  replace  or  trade  a  machine  is 
one  of  the  more  difficult  decisions  in  farm 
machinery  management.  There  is  no  simple, 
easy  decision  rule  that  applies  to  all  types  of 
machines  in  all  conditions.  Besides  costs  and 
reliability,  replacement  decisions  must  also 
consider  the  effects  of  a  purchase  or  trade 
on  income  taxes  and  cash  flow. 

Equipment  replacement  decisions  should 
not  be  made  on  an  ad  hoc  basis.  They  should 
be  well  thought  out  and  should  cover  several 
years  into  the  future  for  planning  purposes. 
The  appropriate  strategy  for  a  particular 
farming  operation  will  vary  depending  upon 
financial  resources  available,  farm  size,  and 


the  specific  priorities  and  goals  of  the  farm 
operator. 

Four  commonly  used  farm  equipment 
replacement  strategies  include:  (a.)  keeping 
equipment  for  a  long  period  and  repair  as 
needed,  (b.)  replace  frequently,  trading  off 
lower  repair  costs  for  higher  depreciation 
expense,  (c.)  replace  when  cash  is  available, 
and  (d.)  replace  something  every  year.  Each 
of  these  equipment  replacement  strategies 
has  advantages  and  disadvantages.  What 
works  well  for  one  farming  operation  may 
not  work  for  another.  The  important  point  is 
to  choose  a  plan  that  works  best  for  your 
specific  situation. 

It  is  also  just  as  important  to  be  aware  of 
the  income  tax  implications  for  machinery 
and  equipment  purchases,  including  the 
method  of  depreciation  chosen.  Depreciation 
is  a  noncash  farm  expense  which  is  deducted 
on  Schedule  F  (Profit  or  Loss  from  Farming) 
of  Form  1040.  Farm  machinery  is 
depreciated  for  income  tax  purposes  using 
the  Modified  Accelerated  Cost  Recovery 
System  (MACRS).  Growers  have  a  choice 
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in  the  type  of  depreciation  method  to  use, 
either  the  straight  line  method  or  the  declining 
balance  method.  Under  these  alternative 
methods,  a  piece  of  equipment  would  be 
depreciated  over  the  same  number  of  years, 
but  the  percentage  of  the  value  taken  as  a 
depreciation  expense  in  a  given  year  would 
be  different  depending  upon  the  method 
chosen. 

There  are  a  couple  of  major  changes  to 
depreciation  expenses  estimated  for  income 
tax  purposes  which  go  into  effect  for  the 
2010  tax  year.  Depreciation  expenses  on 
farm  machinery  for  income  tax  purposes 
have  traditionally  been  charged  over  a  7- 
year  life  of  the  machinery  item.  Legislation 
changed  that  recovery  period  to  5  years  for 
2009.  For  the  2010  tax  year,  that  5-year 
recovery  period  is  set  to  expire.  Machinery 
and  equipment  in  a  farm  business  placed  in 
service  after  2009  will  no  longer  be  treated 
as  5 -year  property  under  the  MACRS.  Farm 
machinery  and  equipment  will  revert  back 
to  the  7-year  life  for  depreciation  purposes. 
There  were  some  attempts  by  Congress  to 
extend  this  5 -year  recovery  period  into  20 1 0 
and  beyond.  However,  those  attempts  have 
not  been  successful  up  to  this  point  in  time. 

The  second  major  change  for  2010  is 
related  to  the  section  179  deduction.  Under 
this  option,  farmers  were  given  the 
opportunity  to  elect  to  recover  all  or  part  of 
the  cost  of  equipment  purchases  in  a  given 


tax  year  rather  than  deducting  the  traditional 
depreciation  expenses  over  a  period  of  years. 
There  has  been  a  dollar  limit  on  the  amount 
of  this  deduction  which  could  be  taken  in  a 
given  tax  year  and  this  limit  has  been 
increasing  over  the  past  few  years.  For  the 
2009  tax  year,  the  section  179  limit  was 
$250,000.  If  more  than  one  qualifying  piece 
of  equipment  was  placed  in  service  in  a 
given  year,  the  amount  of  this  deduction 
could  be  prorated  to  the  eligible  equipment 
items,  as  long  as  the  total  deduction  did  not 
exceed  the  specified  dollar  limit.  This  section 
179  depreciation  expensing  option  is  also 
currently  set  to  expire  in  20 1 0  and  will  not 
be  able  to  be  used  for  equipment  placed  in 
service  after  2009. 

Regardless  of  farm  size  or  business  goals 
of  the  farm  operator,  replacing  farm 
machinery  is  an  important  and  complex 
decision.  Each  farm  operation  must  identify 
its  most  important  reasons  for  replacing 
machinery  and  establish  a  replacement 
strategy  to  use  over  time.  Reliability,  long- 
run  costs,  obsolescence,  capacity,  and  tax 
savings  should  all  be  considered  before 
making  a  final  decision.  Current  market 
conditions  will  allow  many  growers  to  be  able 
to  make  much  needed  equipment  purchases. 
Having  a  well  thought  out  equipment 
replacement  plan  and  keeping  accurate 
records  help  ensure  that  the  best  replacement 
decisions  will  be  made. 
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PRO  AG 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500  985-526-0505   Fax 

cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  Inc. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL  OR  NO  DEAL" 


46 


MARK  5" 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


Bush  Hog®  TOUGH 

.  ■  •      tary  Cutter 

BUSH  HOG®  TOUGH  FEATURES 
TOUGH  10  Gauge  Deck  Construction 
TOUGH  7  Gauge  Steel  Strongbacks 
TOUGH  1/4  Inch  Sidebands 
VjjjF        TOUGH  Spring  Shock  Absorbers  On  Each  Axle  Arm 
TOUGH  Heavy  Duty  Axles 
TOUGH  Powder  Coat  Paint 


AVAILABLE  2010  -  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 


IMClJlf  *J  &  SUGARCANE  CALTIVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE*  lUEliif 
niEMW         *NEW  for  2010  J  D  GREASABLE  BEARINGS*        IMC  VV 


f 


^ 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 


17 


Progressive  Tractor 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 

Pages  9  -  11  of  this  Bulletin  issue  provides  a  look  back  at  how  our  sugarcane  variety 
selection  program  got  started.  There  were  many  obstacles  to  overcome  getting  any  quantity  of 
seedcane  of  the  new  P.O. J.  varieties  into  the  hands  of  the  producers.  Today  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  has  44  secondary  stations  for  seedcane  distribution  to  the  cane  growers  of 
Louisiana.  Crosses  are  made  for  us  at  St.  Gabriel  and  Houma,  LA;  Canal  Point,  FL;  and  in 
Hawaii.  At  present  the  quest  for  varietal  improvement  is  significant  and  critical  as  it  was  back 
in  the  1920's;  more  sugar,  disease  resistance,  more  tonnage,  cold  tolerance,  stubbling  ability, 
and  general  adaptability  are  just  a  few  of  the  traits  being  sought. 

Below  are  two  examples  of  breeding  research,  which  are  currently  being  conducted  by  breeders 
at  the  USD  A  Sugarcane  Research  Lab  in  Houma.  These  are  midpoint  progress  reports  for 
projects  that  were  funded  by  the  Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee  this  year. 


Getting  the  Sugar  Shack  Rocking  and  Rolling  by  Anna  Hale,  Research  Geneticist,  USD  A 
-  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA 

Preparing  the  new  crossing  carts.  The  new  irrigation  system  was  installed  in  the  new 
crossing  facility  and  appears  to  be  functioning  beautifully. 

Effect  crossing  cart  location.  An  experiment  was  set  up  to  determine  the  differences  in 
flowering  efficiency  between  the  new  facility  and  the  old.  Twenty-two  varieties  were  included 
in  the  study.  Varieties  were  planted  in  the  same  orientation  on  two  carts  at  the  new  facility,  and 
one  cart  in  Houma  to  remove  the  effect  of  cart  position  on  flowering  effect.  Ten  varieties  in 
the  experiment  were  included  in  both  large  and  small  pots  to  determine  the  effect  of  pot-size  on 
flowering.  On  September  3,  2010,  we  began  crossing  in  Houma,  and  on  September  9,  2010, 
we  began  at  the  new  facility.  Although  the  new  facility  appears  to  be  flowering  later  than  the 
one  in  Houma,  since  it  is  still  very  early  in  the  season,  it  is  unclear  at  this  time  whether  the 
facility  will  affect  the  flowering  efficiency. 

Photoperiod  treatments.  Two  photoperiod  carts  were  duplicated  at  the  farm  with  the 
same  varieties  in  the  same  orientation.  For  the  duration  of  the  photoperiod  treatment,  one  of 
the  carts  was  pushed  into  the  photoperiod  facility  at  3:30  in  the  afternoon  and  received 
supplemental  lighting  until  30  minutes  prior  to  natural  sunset.  At  this  time,  the  lights  were 
automatically  turned  off  and  the  facility  remained  dark  until  the  plants  were  rolled  outside  the 
following  morning.  The  other  cart  was  manually  rolled  inside  the  photoperiod  facility  after 
dark.  It  is  too  early  in  the  season  to  determine  of  artificial  lighting  had  an  effect  on  flower 
induction. 

Crossing  season.  Crossing  is  currently  being  conducted  at  both  facilities.  The  first  crosses 
of  the  season  are  still  hanging  in  the  greenhouse.  Flowering  is  light  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season  but  tends  to  increase  through  mid-October.  We  are  anticipating  crossing  at  least  two 
times  per  week  at  each  location.  Air  layers  are  being  watered  twice  a  week  and  a  low-rate  of 
fertilizer  applied  as  needed  to  plants  in  both  locations.  A  temporary  technician  was  hired  to 
assist  in  the  crossing  house  and  to  help  in  the  basic  breeding  program.  A  part-time  person  was 
hired  to  push  the  photoperiod  carts  into  the  photoperiod  house  in  the  evenings  after  dark  at  the 
two  locations... 
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Cold  Tolerance  Evaluations  in  the  SRL's  Basic  Breeding  Program  by  Anna  L.  Hale, 
Research  Geneticist,  USD  A  -  Sugarcane  Research  Laboratory,  Houma,  LA 

We  have  continued  to  test  novel  and  wild  sugarcane  from  diverse  locations  as  sources  of 
cold  tolerance.  We  have  completed  a  study  using  a  growth  chamber  to  expose  diverse  wild 
varieties  of  sugarcane  to  freezing  temperatures.  Two  wild  sugarcane  varieties  showed 
significantly  higher  survival  of  above  ground  buds  than  the  commercial  checks,  and  four  were 
identified  with  significantly  more  emerged  shoots  following  the  six-day  freeze  of  the  below 
ground  stubble.  The  identified  wild  cane  will  be  used  in  future  breeding  efforts  to  incorporate 
genes  conferring  cold  tolerance  in  the  wild  cane  into  commercial  sugarcane  varieties. 
Photosynthetic  rates  were  determined  on  the  varieties  in  the  growth  chamber  test.  These 
results  will  be  compared  to  the  freezer  assay  to  determine  the  relationship  between  photosynthesis 
and  cold  tolerance. 

A  study  was  continued  on  Booneville,  Arkansas  to  test  the  survivability  of  seedling  families. 
Seedlings  planted  in  2008  were  left  to  overwinter  a  second  time  in  2009.  From  the  original 
planting,  30  seedlings  survived  the  particularly  harsh  2009  winter  in  Booneville.  These  will  be 
returned  to  Louisiana  for  agronomic  evaluation  and  for  future  efforts  in  breeding  for  cold 
tolerance.  Prior  to  the  freeze,  104  survivors  were  selected  from  this  population  and  established 
in  a  greenhouse.  These  were  planted  into  a  replicated  test  with  three  replications  in  order  to 
observe  them  in  a  small  plot  as  opposed  to  a  single  stool.  Some,  but  not  all,  of  the  30  second- 
stubble  survivors  were  included  in  the  104  varieties  planted  in  the  replicated  test.  Of  the 
seedling  families  planted  in  2009  in  Booneville,  Arkansas,  25  survived  the  first  winter. 

A  cross  between  a  related  relative  of  sugarcane,  Miscanthus,  and  sugarcane  appears  to  have 
extreme  cold  tolerance.  This  "miscane,,  was  backcrossed  to  five  sugarcane  parents  and 
produced  a  total  of  346  offspring  (including  the  original  sixteen  described  in  the  proposal). 
Along  with  these  346  varieties,  ten  selections  from  the  basic  breeding  program  known  to  have 
a  cold  tolerant  parent  were  planted  into  an  un-replicated  line  trial  in  St.  Joseph,  Louisiana; 
Booneville,  Arkansas;  and  the  SRL's  Spanish  Trail  Farm  near  Schriever,  Louisiana.  By  planting 
these  offspring  in  cold  environments,  both  in-state  and  out-of-state,  we  hope  to  identify 
individuals  with  superior  cold  tolerance.  These  individuals  will  be  used  in  future  breeding 
efforts  to  enhance  cold  tolerance  in  sugarcane. 

The  three-row  cultivator  generously  donated  by  Danny  Naquin  was  picked  up  along  with 
the  cold  tolerant  test-varieties.  It  will  be  used  in  the  studies  currently  underway  and  for  future 
studies  in  Booneville,  Arkansas. 

The  existing  replicated  study  in  St.  Joseph,  Louisiana  was  sampled  in  January.  The  second 
year  of  juice  analysis  has  not  been  completed  for  this  study.  The  clones  shipped  to  Prosser, 
Washington  in  November  of  2009  were  planted  in  the  field  in  May.  Results  from  this  test  are 
expected  in  the  spring  of  201 1. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 


CLAS. 
FOR  SALE 


4 93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1.  Call  Tommy  at  318-452- 
7945  orByrns  at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500, 
7400  Hi-crop-$  15,000;  4440-Hi- 
crop-$8,000;  Barco  Trans-loader- 
$9,000;  12  foot  3  point  hitch  V- 
ditch;  3  row  shaver;  chisel 
plows;  set  of  iron  wheels;  3  point 
sprayer;  drain  cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all 
prices  negotiable.  Call  985-637- 
7123  or  985-805-0495. 

2-Quality  4  cylinder  Hi  Dump 
Wagons  -  new  pins  and  bushings  - 
$20,000  ea.  225-718-1771. 
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1 985  Ag  Gator  with  new  leader  line  spreader,  V378  Cummins  Engine  Spreader  has 
computer  system  -  $  1 0,000  for  both  (as  is).  Located  at  57 1 5  Loreauville  Road,  New 
Iberia,  LA.  Call  Glenn  Romero  at  337-277-3680  or  337-229-6713. 
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ILIZER  CO  p  Q  Box  25Q    32705  Highway  1  South 

x       .,  .      u      .  White  Castle   LA   70788 

True  Value  Hardware       _.  ,«,->  .-„■-  ----^     r-        „.,.,  _-_  «^^.- 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 
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It  Really  Works! 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
"CERTIFIED  SEEOCANE" 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Gw^tf  Article:  Mr.  Arthur  Landry  provides  the  following  article.  As  a  cattle  producer, 
he  possesses  a  genuine  interest  in  preserving  agricultural  lands  and  utilizing  the  tax 
benefits  of  conservation  easements  to  obtain  financial  goals. 


Reduce  Taxes  by  Protecting  Agricultural  Lands 

by  Arthur  Landry 


Louisiana's  sugarcane  Industry 
contributes  $2  billion  of  economic 
impact  per  year  to  the  state's 
economy.  That  is  an  important  part  of  our 
state's  financial  well  being.  One  of  the 
primary  threats  to  cane  and  agricultural 
production  in  general  is  the  loss  of  acreage 
to  urban  encroachment.  One  tool  that  has 
been  underutilized  in  Louisiana  is  the 
placement  of  permanent  conservation 
easements  on  our  productive  agriculture 
lands.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  dispel 
some  of  the  myths  associated  with  the  use 
of  conservation  easements  (CE)  and  to  alert 
landholders  to  the  benefits  of  this  financial 
technique. 

First  let's  put  the  concept  of  CE  in 
layman's  terms.  A  CE  is  a  restriction  placed 
on  how  land  is  used  or  not  used.  If  an 
individual  wants  to  restrict  their  land  use  to 
agriculture  only,  this  is  done  by  placing  a  CE 


or  restriction  on  that  certain  tract  of  land 
stating  that  it  will  not  allow  the  land  to  be 
developed  for  a  subdivision,  shopping  center 
or  industrial  purposes.  This  restriction  on 
the  land  does  "not"  require  the  landowner 
to  give  up  ownership  to  the  land  nor  does  it 
prevent  the  owner  from  being  able  to  sell 
the  land  at  some  future  date;  however,  it 
does  carry  the  restriction  with  the  current 
and/or  future  owners.  The  actual  CE  is  a 
legal  document  which  is  typically  customized 
according  to  some  required  IRS  language 
that  has  proved  acceptable  in  previous 
instances. 

Second,  the  CE  must  be  held  by  a  3rd  party, 
typically  a  not  for  profit  entity  like  a  land 
trust.  The  land  trust  will  be  part  of  the 
negotiation  of  customizing  the  CE,  because 
the  land  trust  is  accountable  to  the  IRS  for 
insuring  that  the  restrictions  placed  on  the 
land  are  being  maintained.  Thus  a  land  trust 


is  required  to  periodically  inspect  the  land  to 
ensure  the  integrity  of  the  CE  over  the  life 
of  the  easement;  typically  this  is  in 
perpetuity. 

A  Third  misconception  is  that  if  I  put  a 
CE  on  my  land  "I  will  miss  out  on  the 
appreciation  of  its  value"  in  the  future.  In 
this  matter  we  must  consider  the  timing  of 
the  receipt  of  benefits  associated  with  a 
transaction  that  first,  is  dissimilar  in  that  one 
requires  us  to  totally  lose  control  of  the  asset, 
thru  a  sale,  and  one  that  allows  us  to  retain 
ownership  by  placing  a  restriction  on  its  use. 
Second,  we  can  get  a  benefit  by  placing  the 
CE  now/today  in  the  form  of  a  tax  deduction, 
a  cash  payment  or  a  combination  of  the  two. 
Third,  we  can  lower  the  transfer  value  of 
the  land  for  estate  tax  purposes  and  possibly 
local,  municipal  and  state  tax  purposes.  In 
short  this  is  a  benefit  now/today  by  using  a 
CE  versus  a  benefit  in  the  future  thru  a  sale 
of  the  land.  Both  transactions  will  be 
considered  a  taxable  event  in  the  year 
consummated. 

The  benefits  associated  with  an  individual 
or  a  corporation  using  a  CE  on  their  land 
will  generate  a  stream  of  annual  tax 
deductions  (which  in  today's  tax  climate  can 
carry  forward  for  1 5  years  after  the  original 
year  of  contractual  agreement;  this  is  good 
until  12/31/10;  unless  Congress  passes  the 
bill  for  making  these  benefits  permanent 
during  this  lame  duck  session.  Your 
Congressional  delegation  needs  to  hear  from 
everyone  on  this  issue  ASAP)  or  in  some 
cases  if  formed  using  a  Purchase 
Development  Rights  (PDR)  concept  which 
can  pay  cash  for  the  placing  of  the  CE  on 
land.  Also,  a  combination  of  the  two 
methods  can  be  done. 

This  benefit  is  considered  for  tax  purposes 
as  a  "loss  of  value"  which  is  calculated  as 
the  dollar  amount  (per  acre),  as  determined 
by  an  IRS  approved  appraisal,  which  shows 


the  two  valuations,  one  without  the  CE  (that 
is  the  Highest  and  Best  use  value)  and  one 
valuation  with  the  CE  in  place.  The  dollar 
amount  difference  between  these  two 
valuations  is  the  number  we  will  refer  to  as 
the  "conservation  easement  value".  This 
conservation  easement  value  is  the  dollar 
amount  that  is  available  for  either  tax 
deduction  purposes  or  can  be  in  the  form  of 
a  cash  payment  and  /or  a  combination  of 
the  two.  As  an  example:  if  the  Highest  and 
Best  use  Valuation  comes  in  at  $8,000/acre 
and  the  value  after  all  the  CE  restrictions 
are  considered  is  $2,000/acre  then  the 
Conservation  Easement  Value  is  $6,000/ 
acre. 

As  mentioned  earlier  the  CE  will  also  keep 
the  valuation  down  for  Estate  Tax  purposes 
due  to  the  restricted  use  of  the  property.  This 
can  have  a  favorable  impact  on  local,  parish 
and  state  property  taxes  owed  by  the  owner. 

Depending  on  the  perspective  of  the 
landholder  placing  the  CE  on  the  land,  one 
of  the  major  benefits  could  be  the  ability  to 
manage  the  use  of  the  property  from  the 
"grave".  In  other  words  this  restriction  of 
use  may  be  what  an  individual  or  corporation 
determines  to  be  the  right  thing  to  do  for  this 
land.  This  is  similar  to  what  individuals  have 
done  with  their  estate  by  placing  restrictions 
as  to  whom  and  when  disbursements  from 
the  deceased  estate  are  allowed.  If  it  is 
important  for  this  land  to  be  used  in  an 
"agricultural  use  only"  from  the 
landholder's  perspective  then  the  CE  can 
be  a  very  good  tool  for  making  this  happens. 

So  to  illustrate  the  concept  of  a  CE, 
consider  that  you  are  in  a  meeting  with  a 
tax  advisor  and  their  office  is  on  the  20th 
floor  of  a  downtown  office  building.  Now, 
your  advisor  is  trying  to  answer  the 
questions  you  have  about  CE  and  why  there 
is  any  benefit  to  putting  one  on  your  land. 
Your  advisor  asks  you  to  walk  over  to  their 


exterior  window.  Once  you  get  there  they 
ask  you  —  "Have  you  ever  thought  about 
jumping  out  the  window  of  a  20  story 
building?"  In  a  startled  and  shocked 
response  you  answer  NO!!!.  After  they 
reaffirm  your  negative  response,  they  ask  if 
they  could  pay  you  to  "not"  jump?  Again 
you  are  a  little  puzzled  and  your  advisor 


responds  "this  is  similar  to  what  a  CE  is  all 
about.  That  is,  someone  (the  IRS)  willing 
to  pay  you  to  "not  develop"  the  land  that 
you  want  to  remain  in  agriculture.  (For  more 
information  on  how  these  program  may  be 
beneficial  to  you  contact  Arthur  Landry  at 
225-356-3171  or  by  email  at 
llandry  1 3@cox.net). 


As  Thanksgiving  approaches, 

the  League  staff  reminds  all 

to  take  time  to 

give  thanks  for  a 

bountiful  harvest. 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


- 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South 

Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 
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Lenny  Waguespack 

Thibodaux 
(985)446-9450 


Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 
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INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row  ^U^d 


Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your 


&ieSE!Sflj^M 


Distributor: 


a 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

MAYING  P.O.  Box  607 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 
_    &JIPMENT  s,  Martjnvj||e  LA  70582 

^_P  PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264- 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanie 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


SUNCO 


800-676-2146 

www.suncomarkcting.com 


i 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Waiting  to  Exhale 

Regulatory  Balls  Remain  Aloft 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


While  Congress  left  town  in  early 
October  to  return  to  the  campaign 
trail,  many  of  you  may  be 
breathing  a  sigh  of  relief  as  the  hurricane 
season  comes  to  a  close.  Those  of  us 
focused  on  our  nation's  capital  can  only  wait 
to  see  what  storms  John  Q.  Voter  will 
unleash  on  the  political  landscape.  What 
impact  will  the  influx  of  new  Members  have 
on  budget  reconciliation,  farm  bill 
reauthorization,  EPA  regulatory  efforts,  and 
a  host  of  other  important  issues?  Who  will 
lead  the  House  and  Senate  Ag  Committees? 
Will  freshmen  Members  have  a  dramatic 
influence  on  the  leadership  of  these 
committees  and  the  leadership  of  a  new 
majority? 

Looking  forward,  how  will  the  new 
Congress,  with  its  dramatically  different 
make-up,  work  with  the  Obama 
Administration?  Will  the  presidential 
campaign,  likely  to  begin  in  January  201 1, 
doom  hopes  of  forming  bipartisan  majorities 
to  pass  legislation?  Will  an  emboldened  GOP 
majority  attempt  to  put  an  immediate  stamp 
on  the  political  process  by  engaging  in 
brinksmanship  on  spending  matters, 


potentially  leading  to  a  government  shutdown? 
Will  Obama  develop  a  "third-way"  strategy 
of  triangulation  akin  to  the  Clinton  model? 

Those  questions  offer  puzzles  to  tease  the 
brain  of  a  political  and  policy  wonk  for  the 
next  few  weeks.  This  observer  views  the 
current  situation  with  lenses  tinted  by  previous 
"waves"  to  wash  ashore  on  the  Potomac:  the 
more  things  change,  the  more  they  stay  the 
same.  Many  freshmen  Members  will  learn 
that  devastatingly  effective  talking  points 
rarely  translate  into  a  devastatingly  effective 
legislative  strategy.  Some  will  learn  that  one 
man's  pork  is  another  man's  bacon, 
discovering  that  it  is  difficult  to  balance  the 
needs  of  constituent  interests  with  the 
demands  of  libertarian  purists. 

Blue  Dog  Democrats  are  likely  to  see  their 
numbers  reduced  while  their  ability  to 
influence  the  process  may  actually  grow.  A 
slim  GOP  majority  (which  may  include  a 
significant  infusion  of  Tea  Party  veterans)  will 
need  Blue  Dog  votes  to  get  any  major 
legislation  passed,  which  is  ironic  since  many 
of  the  Blue  Dogs  that  are  likely  to  lose  can 
point  to  Tea  Party  frustration  as  a  primary 
reason  for  their  loss. 


Make  no  mistake:  we  are  likely  to  see  a 
great  number  of  traditional  supporters  of  the 
sugar  program  leave  Congress  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  For  your  advocates,  the  real  work 
will  start  as  we  begin  to  educate  the  new 
Congress  on  the  importance  of  a  sound  sugar 
policy  as  a  part  of  a  solid  farm  bill  coalition 
effort. 

Regulatory  Balls  Remain  Aloft 

As  we  await  the  formation  of  a  new 
Congress,  and  deal  with  the  upcoming  lame 
duck  session  of  the  old  Congress  to  complete 
action  on  the  FY  11  spending  package,  we 
continue  to  participate  in  various  efforts 
focused  on  regulatory  issues  percolating  at 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  Mills 
await  the  updated  regulations  proposed  to 
control  boiler  emissions  while  growers  seek 
to  ensure  that  Clean  Air  Act  (dust)  and  Clean 
Water  Act  (non-point  source  runoff) 
regulations  do  not  bring  production 
agriculture  to  a  standstill. 

USDA  WASDE  October  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  October  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  for  2009/10 
left  beginning  stocks  at  1,534,000  tons  (raw 
value)  while  domestic  production  was 
increased  to  7,945,000  tons  from  7,847,000 
tons  last  month.  Beet  production  was 
increased  to  4,525,000  tons  from  4,450,000 
tons,  while  cane  production  was  increased 
to  3,420,000  tons  from  3,397,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  remains  at  1,500,000 
tons  while  Hawaii  was  increased  to  1 70,000 
tons  from  1 47,000  tons  last  month.  Imports 
were  increased  to  3,244,000  tons  from 
3, 1 34,000  tons,  with  TRQ  imports  unchanged 
at  1 ,854,000  tons.  Mexican  exports  to  the 
US  rose  from  100,000  tons  to  730,000  tons 
and  2nd  tier  imports  increased  by  the  same 
amount  to  940,000.  As  a  result,  total  supplies 


are  increased  to  12,723,000  tons  from 
12,515,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  were 
increased  to  2 1 0,000  tons  from  200,000  tons 
while  deliveries  were  increased  to  1 0,9 1 0,000 
tons  from  10,805,000  tons.  Total  use  was 
increased  to  11,120,000  tons  from  11,005,000 
tons,  resulting  in  a  97,000  ton  increase  in 
ending  stocks  for  September  2010  to 
1,603,000  tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  is 
increased  to  14.4  percent. 

Higher  beginning  stocks  in  20 1 0/ 1 1  more 
than  offset  a  reduction  in  domestic  production 
to  8,383,000  tons  from  8,415,000  tons  last 
month.  Beet  production  remained  at 
4,890,000  tons  while  cane  production  was 
reduced  to  3,495,000  tons  from  3,525,000 
tons.  Louisiana  production  remained  at 
1 ,464,000  tons,  while  a  65,000  ton  reduction 
in  Florida  was  partially  offset  by  a  35,000 
ton  increase  in  Hawaii.  TRQ  imports  remain 
at  2,269,000  tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  of 
total  supply  to  12,257,000  tons  from 
12,194,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
steady  at  150,000  tons,  deliveries  are 
increased  to  1 1 ,060,000  tons  from  10,960,000 
tons  and  total  use  is  increased  to  1 1 ,2 1 0,000 
tons  from  1 1,1 10,000  tons  last  month.  As  a 
result,  ending  stocks  are  decreased  to 
1,047,000  tons  from  1,084,000  tons  and  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  for  September  2011  is 
projected  to  fall  to  9.3  percent  from  9.8 
percent. 

USDA  left  2009/10  beginning  stocks  for 
Mexico  at  624,000  tons,  with  production  at 
5,11 5,000  tons,  imports  at  820,000  tons  and 
domestic  use  at  5,212,000  tons.  Exports 
were  increased  to  660,000  tons  from  570,000 
tons.  As  a  result,  ending  stocks  are  687,000 
tons  versus  777,000  tons  last  month.  For 
2010/11,  Mexican  production  remains  at 
5,450,000  tons,  imports  at  150,000  tons, 
domestic  use  at  5,018,000  tons  and  exports 
at  500,000  tons.  As  a  result,  Mexico  is 
projected  to  have  ending  stocks  of  769,000 
tons,  down  from  859,000  tons  last  month. 


Sunshine 
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Used  Equipment  Listing 


Stk# 

BR 

Description 

Hours 

List  Price 

U2293D 

D 

JD6420  90HPHCTR 

2238 

$ 

50,000.00 

U2340D 

T 

MC  90  MCCORMICK 

5706 

$ 

27,000.00 

U2307D 

D 

CIHMX90  90HP  TRAC 

5699 

$ 

17,000.00 

U2350D 

D 

CIH5240  100HPTRAC 

5760 

$ 

14,000.00 

Qty7 

JD7420  115HPHCTR 

Call 

U2335D 

D 

JD7510  115HPTRACTR 

7749 

$ 

33,500.00 

U2312D 

T 

JD7330  125HPHCTR 

2560 

$ 

77,000.00 

U2316D 

D 

JD7330  125HPHCTR 

3031 

$ 

75,000.00 

U2339D 

D 

JD7810150HPTRACTR 

7811 

$ 

44,450.00 

U2336D 

D 

JD7810  150HPTRACTR 

11473 

$ 

30,000.00 

Qty3 

JD7920170HPTRACTR 

Call 

Qty5 

JD7930180HPTRACTR 

Call 

U2285D 

D 

CIH  7240  195HP  TRAC 

7693 

$ 

27,000.00 

U2338D 

D 

CIH  7240  195HP  TRAC 

9508 

$ 

25,000.00 

U2352D 

T 

CIH  7140  198HP  TRAC 

10000 

$ 

18,000.00 

U2298D 

T 

JD4960  200HPTRACTR 

9564 

$ 

30,000.00 

U2353D 

D 

JD8300  200HPTRACTR 

7865 

$ 

50,000.00 

U2337D 

D 

CIH  7250  215HP  TRAC 

12546 

$ 

26,000.00 

U2331D 

D 

CIH  7250  215HP  TRAC 

8057 

$ 

27,500.00 

U2348D 

D 

JD8400  225HPTRACTR 

6755 

$ 

62,000.00 

U2239D 

D 

JD9400  300HP4WD 

6426 

$ 

68,000.00 

Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


John  r 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 

"D" 

Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 

"T" 


Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 


Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 
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CORPORATION 


'from  the  fieCd  to  t fie  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


I  Ion  iron  vertical  crvstallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  •  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(S)honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


t« 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA         (337)  367-8233 
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Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 
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LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  / -O4o-L<AJN|  JL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  lender 


So  simple,  it's  genius 
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Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 


John  Deere 


Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 
Independent  propulsion  and  steering 
Operator  preferred  controls 


"Best  Sugarcane  Ha 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


More  on  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Breeding  Program 

Last  month 's  article  touched  on  the  origination  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane-breeding 
program  and  the  many  difficulties  that  it  faced.  Today  those  who  are  breeding  sugar 
varieties  for  this  industry  are  faced  with  the  same  problems  as  then,  but  now  have 
many  more  diseases  that  knock  out  an  increasing  number  of  potential  new  varieties. 
At  this  time,  finding  long  lasting  resistance  to  rust  is  the  major  problem  for  the  breeding 
program.  Additionally  the  industry  requires  increasing  yield  potential  to  remain 
profitable. 

The  following  is  a  requested  article  written  by  Dr.  Tom  Tew.  Tom  directs  the 
commercial  breeding/  selection  program  at  the  USD  A  Sugarcane  Lab  in  Houma,  LA. 
In  the  article,  Dr.  Tew  outlines  one  breeding  project.  There  are  many  different 
investigations  into  methods  of  improving  the  breeding  program  going  on  at  the  same 
time  each  year.  The  final  stage  of  this  project  is  conducted  jointly  by  the  USDA  and 
the  AgCenter,  and  should  lead  to  improvements  in  the  quality  and  longevity  of  varieties 
released  to  this  industry. 

Multi-environment  evaluation  of  sugarcane  early  in  our 
selection  and  variety  evaluation  program 

by  Thomas  L.  Tew 


One  of  the  frustrations  that  sugarcane 
breeders  experience  in  Louisiana 
and  elsewhere  is  to  observe  truly 
impressive  candidate  varieties  at  permanent- 
number  assignment  stage  (2nd  line  trial) 
perform  relatively  poorly  when  planted  in 
nurseries  located  in  environments  different 
from  where  these  candidates  were  initially 
selected.  In  our  case  it  would  be  the  USDA- 
ARS  Ardoyne  Research  Farm  at  Schriever, 
LA.  The  term  used  to  explain  changes  in 
the  ranking  of  varieties  for  sugar  yield  (or 


any  other  trait)  in  dissimilar  environments  is 
"variety  by  environment  interaction,"  written 
in  statistical  terms  as  "V  x  E  interaction." 

Historically,  sugarcane  breeders  in 
Louisiana  have  not  divided  the  Louisiana 
sugar  belt  into  multiple  ecological  zones.  We 
believe  that  it  is  in  the  industry's  best  interest 
to  require  that  varieties  be  widely  enough 
adapted  that  they  can  be  successfully  grown 
over  the  entire  breadth  of  the  sugar  belt. 

At  the  USDA  and  the  LSU  AgCenter,  we 
evaluate  the  offspring  from  each  year's 
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crossing  effort  through  seedling  (FT  1 50,000), 
1st  line  (H"7,500),  and  2Ild  line  (H"  1,000) 
stages  in  basically  one  environment  at  our 
respective  research  farms.  Following  2nd 
line,  60  to  90  candidates  will  be  assigned 
permanent  numbers  and  sent  to  other 
locations  from  the  two  programs,  so  that  we 
can  start  gathering  infonnation  about  their 
performance  across  the  industry.  With  this 
approach,  over  99.9%  of  the  initial  field- 
planted  seedlings  will  have  been  discarded 
before  any  are  evaluated  in  more  than  one 
environment.  In  some  sugarcane  breeding 
and  selection  programs  around  the  world, 
selected  seedlings  are  distributed  to  multiple 
locations  immediately  after  seedling  stage  in 
order  to  account  for  V  x  E  interaction  as 
early  on  as  possible.  Of  course,  there  is  a 
cost  in  obtaining  multi-location  information 
on  selections  early  on,  as  both  labor  and  land 
resources  are  further  taxed.  However,  those 
that  are  evaluated  and  advanced  to  the  2nd 
line  trials  and  beyond  will  have  already 
proven  themselves  across  multiple 
environments,  and  thus  are  expected  to  have 
a  greater  likelihood  of  succeeding  in  later 
stages  of  testing  and  of  becoming  viable 
commercial  varieties. 

In  2010,  the  USDA  and  LSU  sugarcane 
breeding  programs  were  able  to  establish 
seedlings  in  the  field  from  over  20  crosses 
made  in  2009  where  both  parents  were  either 
commercially  released  varieties  or  near 
commercial  release  varieties  (CNC  crosses). 
Given  that,  historically,  a  high  percentage  of 
our  commercial  varieties  have  at  least  one 
commercially  released  variety  as  a  parent, 
we  believe  this  may  be  an  opportune  time  to 
investigate  whether  we  would  be  further 
ahead  to  evaluate  candidate  varieties  in 
multiple  locations  from  1st  line  stage  forward 
or  to  continue  our  ongoing  selection  approach 
of  not  introducing  advanced  selections  to 
multiple  environments  until  after  the  2nd  line 
trial.    To  test  this  hypothesis  we  will  select 


300  seedlings  from  20  CNC  crosses  (15  per 
cross)  in  2011,  and  advance  them  into  the  1st 
line  stage  at  three  locations,  namely  the 
USDA  Ardoyne  Research  Farm  (Schriever), 
LSU  Iberia  Research  Station  (Jeanerette)  and 
LSU  Sugarcane  Research  Station  (St. 
Gabriel),  each  with  its  own  distinctive  soil 
type.  The  selections  will  be  visually  rated  in 
2012,  based  primarily  on  yield  components 
(height,  stalk  count,  stalk  diameter)  and  their 
Brix  content  will  be  assessed.  The  top  20% 
(60)  with  the  highest  mean  ratings  across  all 
three  environments  will  be  advanced  to  the 
2nd  line  stage.  A  similar  approach  will  be 
followed  at  the  2nd  line  stage  (top  20%  =  12), 
which  will  give  us  12  selections  at  assignment 
stage  where  V  x  E  interaction  has  been 
accounted  for.  The  same  300  candidates  will 
also  be  separately  selected  based  on  their 
performance  at  the  single  location  (ongoing 
approach)  from  which  they  originated. 

In  the  end,  we  will  have  a  selected  set  of 
12  candidates  on  the  basis  of  their  mean 
performance  at  three  locations  and  another 
set  of  12  candidates  on  the  basis  of  their 
performance  at  one  location.  It  is  possible 
but  unlikely  that  more  than  one  or  two 
candidates  will  be  common  to  both  sets.  In 
2014,  both  sets  of  varietal  candidates  will  be 
merged  and  established  in  nursery  trials  at 
Schriever,  Jeanerette,  and  St.  Gabriel.  Yield 
data  will  be  collected  in  years  2015-2017 
(plant  cane-2nd  ratoon),  and  the  advantage 
of  multi-environment  evaluation  of  sugarcane 
early  in  our  selection  and  variety  evaluation 
program  will  be  assessed.  Given  that 
selection  requires  12  years  from  crossing  to 
variety  release,  if  multi-location  selection 
(beginning  at  the  1st  line  stage)  leads  to  the 
identification  of  higher  yielding,  more  widely 
adapted  varieties  being  advanced  into  nursery 
trials,  this  knowledge  would  allow  us  to 
strengthen  our  selection  program  and  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  industry  over  the  long  term. 
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M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL   OR  NO  DEAL" 


44 


Mark  5 


99 


new  tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


"*S% 


Bush  Hog®  TOUGH 


: 


ry 


BUSH  HOG®  TOUGH  FEATURES 

TOUGH  10  Gauge  Deck  Construction 

TOUGH  7  Gauge  Stee!  Strongbacks 

TOUGH  1/4  Inch  Sidebands 

TOUGH  Spring  Shock  Absorbers  On  Each  Axie  Arm 

TOUGH  Heavy  Duty  Axies 

TOUGH  Powder  Coat  Paint 


AVAILABLE  2010  ■  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 


IMCMlf  *J  D  SUGARCANE  CALTIVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE*  A|ElJlf 
IMEVV         *NEW  FOR  2010  J  D  GREASABLE  BEARINGS*        HIE  VV 


I. 


! 


<■:%■ 


205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 


5-Rgw  Cane  Cultivator 
manufactured  by 

Broussard  Cone  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


15'  Bush  Hog  -  $12,500 
Model  4215  {5  remaining) 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 

^  Est.  1922 

Making  Life  Sweeten  Naturally 


COASTAL  PIPE 

mfjQUISlANA,  INC. 

P.  0    Box  99  •  Carencro,  LA  •  705  20 
(o)337  89 6 -84 62  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12  jt. 

2  -3/8"   Stru  crural  $  32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Stm crural $ 36.00 /jt. 

483 1  N  W  E  va  n  g  eline  Th  rwy  -  E  x  1 7 
337  896-8462  •  Ask  for  Terri 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Allocating  2010  Sugarcane  Planting  Costs 


The  costs  associated  with  planting  a 
sugarcane  crop  represent  a  substantial 
investment  on  the  part  of  sugarcane  growers. 
That  planting  cost  investment  is  made  with 
the  intention  of  harvesting  three  or  more  crops 
of  sugarcane  from  that  tract  of  land  before 
replanting  is  necessary.  As  a  result,  it  is 
generally  assumed  that  a  portion  of  that  initial 
planting  cost  investment  is  recovered  with 
each  harvest.  Unrecovered  planting  cost 
represents  that  portion  of  total  planting  cost 
which  will  be  attributed  or  allocated  to  the 
harvests  remaining  in  the  crop  cycle  and 
comprise  a  crucial  component  of  remaining 
crop  value. 

The  allocation  of  planting  cost  to  each 
harvest  year  of  the  crop  cycle  depends  on 
the  length  of  the  crop  cycle.  For  tracts 
harvested  through  a  second  stubble  crop  (a 
total  of  three  harvests  before  replanting),  one- 
third  of  the  initial  planting  cost  would  be 
recovered  with  each  harvest.  For  tracts 
harvested  through  a  third  stubble  crop  (a  total 
of  four  harvests  before  replanting),  one- 
fourth  of  the  initial  planting  cost  would  be 
recovered  with  each  harvest. 

Each  year,  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center 
publishes  estimates  of  allocated  sugarcane 
planting  costs.  These  allocated  planting  costs 


represent  an  estimate  of  the  unrecovered 
planting  cost  investment  which  a  sugarcane 
grower  has  in  a  particular  crop  at  a  specific 
point  in  time.  The  allocated  cost  values  do 
not  include  any  estimates  for  unrecovered 
future  net  returns  from  sugarcane  production 
lost  from  potential  termination  of  production 
prior  to  the  end  of  the  normal  crop  cycle,  but 
do  provide  an  estimate  of  actual  out-of- 
pocket  expenses  incurred  by  sugarcane 
growers  which  are  unrecovered  expenses  at 
a  point  in  time. 

Table  1  presents  estimates  of  allocated 
variable  and  total  costs  for  various  sugarcane 
planting  phases  for  cane  planted  in  2010. 
These  costs  are  estimated  for  all  field 
operations  up  to  January  1,  2011.  Variable 
planting  costs  include  expenses  for  fuel,  labor, 
pesticides,  purchased  seed  cane  and  other 
variable  expenses  for  fallow  field  work, 
seedbed  preparation,  planting,  seedcane  field 
operations  and  seedcane  harvest.  Total 
planting  costs  includes  the  addition  of 
estimates  for  fixed  costs  on  equipment. 

Total  planting  costs  for  cultured  seed  cane 
purchased  in  20 1 0  and  planted  for  expansion 
are  estimated  at  $1,103  per  planted  acre. 
Propagated  seed  cane,  representing  cultured 
seed  cane  planted  in  2009  and  expanded  in 
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2010  has  estimated  total  planting  costs  of 
$768  per  planted  acre  for  hand  planted  and 
$838  per  planted  acre  for  mechanical  planted 
cane.  Total  planting  costs  for  plant  cane 
planted  in  2010  were  estimated  at  $723  per 
acre  for  wholestalk  hand  planted  cane,  $782 
per  acre  for  wholestalk  mechanical  planted 
cane,  and  $1,001  per  acre  for  billet 
mechanical  planted  cane. 

Table  2  presents  estimates  of  sugarcane 
planting  costs  which  would  be  allocated  to 
plant  cane  and  stubble  crops  for  production 
cane  planted  in  2010.  Estimates  presented 
here  are  for  two  crop  cycle  lengths:  harvest 
through  a  2nd  stubble  crop  and  harvest 
through  a  3rd  stubble  crop. 


These  allocated  planting  costs  can  also 
be  used  to  value  growing  sugarcane  crops 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  an  asset  value  on 
growing  cane  on  a  farm  balance  sheet.  For 
sugarcane  farms,  the  farm  balance  sheet 
entry  "investment  in  growing  crops,'''  i.e., 
the  value  of  growing  cane  at  year  end,  would 
be  valued  on  a  farm  balance  sheet  on  a  cost 
basis.  In  other  words,  the  value  of 
sugarcane  which  will  be  harvested  for  sugar 
in  the  following  and  subsequent  years,  as  a 
farm  asset,  would  be  valued  on  the  balance 
sheet  as  the  total  production  costs  invested 
in  that  crop  up  to  that  point  in  time.  The 
appropriate  cost  entry  is  unrecovered 
planting  cost. 


Table  1  -  Estimated  Total  Sugarcane  Planting  Costs  in  2010 


Variable 

Total 

Sugarcane  Crop  Phase  Planted  in  2010: 

Planting  Cost 

Planting  Cost 

(dollars  per 

planted 

acre) 

Cultured  seed  cane  -  hand  planted 

925 

1,103 

Propagated  seed  cane  -  hand  planted 

566 

768 

Propagated  seed  cane  -  mech.  planted 

634 

838 

Plant  cane  -  wholestalk  hand  planted 

519 

723 

Plant  cane  -  wholestalk  mech.  planted 

573 

782 

Plant  cane  -  billet  mech.  planted 

737 

1,001 

Table  2  -  2010  Planting  Costs  Allocated  to  Plant  Cane  and  Stubble  Crops 

Harvest  through 

Harvest  through 

2 

nd  stubble 

3rd  stubble 

Variable 

Total 

Variable 

Total 

Sugarcane  Planting  Method: 

Cost 

Cost 

Cost 

Cost 

(dollars  per 

planted  acre) 

Wholestalk  mech.  planted: 

Plant  cane 

573 

782 

573 

782 

First  stubble 

384 

524 

430 

587 

Second  stubble 

189 

258 

287 

391 

Third  stubble 

~ 

~ 

143 

196 

Billet  mech.  planted: 

Plant  cane 

737 

1,001 

737 

1,001 

First  stubble 

494 

671 

553 

751 

Second  stubble 

243 

330 

368 

501 

Third  stubble 

-- 

-- 

184 

250 

IX 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


CASE  Ml 


AGRICULTURE 


337-845-5080 


Maintenance  Matters! 


We  keep  you  going  during  the  harvest 
Fast  response,  parts  in  stock. 


Case  Austoft  Cane 
Combines:  Sales,  Parts 

and  Service. 


Service  for  all  brands 

wholestalk  cutters,  loaders,  and 

combines. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when 
burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning 
operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in 
order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the 
public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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Broussard  Row  Shaper,  shapes  a  68" 
row  -  $17,500.  Contact  Danny  at 
337-280-01 59  or  D  &  AFarm  at  337- 
332-1854. 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1 .  Call  Tommy  at  3 1 8-452-7945 
or  Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500, 
7400  Hi-crop-$  1 5,000;  4440-Hi-crop- 
$8,000;  Barco  Trans-loader-$9,000; 
12  foot  3  point  hitch  V-ditch;  3  row 
shaver;  chisel  plows;  set  of  iron 
wheels;  3  point  sprayer;  drain 
cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all  prices 
negotiable.  Call  985-637-7123  or 
985-805-0495. 


,B  "3  5} 

ZZ  P&    <f 

ffl  pH 

B  ca    y 


p  O 


: 


0) 

CD 

c 

CO 

-C 

O 

X 

LU 

o3 

^ 

c/) 

CO 

i_ 
_Q 

CD 

_J 

i 

c 

c/) 

CD 

2 

(1) 

(  ) 

"£ 

CO 

^ 

</) 

X 

CO 

>, 

CD 

o 

CO 

1- 

CO 

o 

00 

3  ° 


CD 
CO 


2° 
.q  q: 

_J  GQ 


2-Quality,  4-cylinder,  Hi-Dump  Wagons  -  new  pins  and  bushings  -  $20,000  ea.  Call  225- 

718-1771. 

1985  Ag  Gator  with  new  leader  line  spreader,  V378  Cummins  Engine  Spreader  has 
computer  system  -  $10,000  for  both  (as  is).  Located  at  5715  Loreauville  Road,  New 
Iberia,  LA.  Call  Glenn  Romero  at  337-277-3680  or  337-229-67 13. 


/-TfvJPBOAE 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500  985-526-0505   Fax 

cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


THE  SUGAR  BULL 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and 

education. 
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Sunshine 

Equ  nt  Co.,  inc. 


Used  Equipment  Specials 


f4ffi 


U2293D     JD  6420  90HP  Mudder 

2238  hours,  clean  tractor 

P/G  Warranty  until  April  2012 

$50,000.00 


U2239D     JD  9400  300HP  4WD 

New  interior,  dean  tractor 

(Farm  Tractor) 

$68,000.00 


U2S48D     )D  8400  225HP  TRACTOR 

New  seat  and  New  mirrors,  Nice  interior 

520/S5Rx42,  R2,  85%  remaining 

18.4x30,  R2,  85%  remaining 

$62,000.00 


Sunshine  Cane  Wagon 

Limited  2010  availability  remaining 

(Ask  about  USED 

cane  wagon  availability) 
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Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 

"D" 

Thtbodaux,  La.  70301 

1524Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
"CERTIFIED  SEEOCANE" 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
IE  &F  Agricultural  Lender 

Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal  return 

on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that 

our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's 

important  to  YOU! 


Michele  Simoneaux  Lenny  Waguespack  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Tltibodaux!     (985)  446-9450 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Promoting  our  Industry 


At  the  League  office  we  are 
constantly  looking  for  ways  to 
inform  the  public  of  the  important 
role  that  Louisiana's  sugar  industry  plays  in 
the  overall  economic  health  of  our  state's 
economy.  Earlier  this  year,  we  stepped  up 
our  public  relations  efforts  to  reach  media 
outlets  across  the  state  and  throughout  the 
sugar  industry. 

Derek  Albert  has  been  working  with  us 
to  prepare  the  Sugar  Leaders  segment  of 
our  new  and  improved  Sugar  News 
electronic  news  letter.  Through  the  Sugar 
News,  we  provide  industry  updates, 
consumption  information,  and  any  pertinent 
sugar-related  articles  that  may  provide 
insight  into  our  unique  commodity. 

In  preparation  of  the  harvesting  season, 
we  distributed  press  releases  that  informed 
the  public  that  the  increase  in  agricultural 
traffic  should  warrant  caution  from 
motorists  all  across  the  sugar  belt.  We  were 
joined  in  these  efforts  by  the  Louisiana  State 
Police  who  participated  in  TV  and  radio 
programs  in  Lafayette  and  Baton  Rouge  to 


advise  the  public  to  drive  safely  during  the 
industry's  busiest  season.  I  was  fortunate 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  and  get  to 
know  Trooper  Stephen  Hammons  the  PIO 
for  Troop  I  in  Lafayette  and  Trooper  Russell 
Graham  the  PIO  for  Troop  A  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Through  its  own  media  releases, 
Louisiana  State  Police  has  committed  to 
cooperate  with  the  League  and  the  industry 
to  make  the  public  aware  of  the  presence 
of  trucks,  tractors  and  other  agricultural 
equipment  on  our  state's  thoroughfares. 

We  will  continue  to  expand  our  visibility 
in  the  media  through  press  releases  that  will 
be  distributed  throughout  the  state.  Recent 
coverage  in  The  Advocate  and  the  Times 
Picayune  has  bolstered  our  visibility  in  the 
state's  two  largest  metro  regions,  providing 
for  a  broader  audience. 

The  agricultural  community  is  fortunate 
to  have  the  monthly  publication  Louisiana 
Farm  and  Ranch  to  help  spread  good  news 
about  our  state's  agricultural  enterprises. 
My  good  friend  Buck  Leonards  has 
published  this  magazine  for  six  years  now. 


Buck  and  the  Leonards  family  stand  behind 
the  publication's  motto  of,  "Serving  Those 
Who  Feed  the  World,"  because  they  have  a 
multi-generational  history  of  rice  farming. 
Buck  knows  firsthand  what  it  takes  to 
survive  in  the  tumultuous  agriculture 
industry.  The  publication  provides  insight 
with  articles  and  columns  that  not  only  make 
for  an  interesting  read,  but  can  also 
familiarize  farmers  with  updated  farming 
practices  and  new  products. 

Don  Molino,  who  has  been  affiliated  with 
the  National  Association  of  Farm 
Broadcasters,  is  Farm  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  Agri-news  network  and  is  always 
willing  to  report  on  the  status  of  our  crop 
and  what's  happening  within  our  industry. 

The  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
has  a  history  of  support  covering  our 
sugarcane  farmers  and  millers.  Mike  Dana, 
the  Director  of  Public  Relations  for  LFBF 


is  news  professional  who  is  always  ready  to 
help.  The  League,  working  in  conjunction 
with  LFBF,  has  put  together  a  sugar  industry 
media  tour  and  has  invited  TV,  radio  and 
newspaper  reporters  to  tour  our  farms  and 
mills  to  give  them  first-hand  knowledge  of 
what  it  takes  to  grow  and  process  sugarcane. 
Mike  and  his  team  have  provided  year-round 
coverage  of  important  events  and  broadcasts 
them  through  the  LFBF  program  "This 
Week  in  Louisiana  Agriculture." 

I  want  to  thank  all  of  the  media  sources 
who  continue  to  support  the  sugarcane 
industry,  and  the  other  Louisiana  agriculture 
enterprises,  in  their  coverage.  We  will 
continue  to  work  with  media  outlets  to 
expand  our  visibility  through  news  sources 
so  that  the  public  can  recognize  how  vital 
our  sugar  industry  is  to  our  community,  our 
state  and  our  country. 
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5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


15'  Bush  Hog  -  $12,500 
Model  4215  (5  remaining) 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
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Service  for  all  wholestalk 
cutters  and  loaders, 
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Manage  Shucks  and  Trash 

At  Harvest 

WITHOUT  BURNING! 
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INTRODUCING  The  Sunco  3-Row 
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Moves  Trash  Behind  Harvester  from 
Beds  to  Furrows 

Operating  Speeds  6-8  MPH 

Tandum  Guage  Wheels  to  Float  Over 
Drains 

Row  Unit  Shock  Protection 

Trash  Decomposes  in  Time  for 
Spring  Field  Work 

Cane  Residue  Becomes  Valuable 
Compost  Returned  to  the  Soil 

Doesn't  Choke 


Contact  Your  ^PjYW,ffij/ptZpfA  Distributor: 
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Sprayer  Parts  &  Supplies 

P.O.  Box  607 
Lady  of  the  Lake  Road 


SUNCO  Representative 
Bud  Lanic 

Youngsville,  LA 
337-856-5316 


St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 
^V^p  PH:  337-394-6362  •  FAX:  337-394-5357  •  800-264- 106 1 


800-676-2146 

www.sunc0marketin3.com 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 
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Out  With  the  Old... 

Joyeaux  Noel! 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


The  political  tsunami  that  swept  the 
nation  on  Election  Day  left  the  parties 
more  polarized  than  ever.  The  US 
House  of  Representatives  went  from  a  255- 
178  Democratic  majority  to  a  240-190  GOP 
majority,  based  on  the  data  available  at  the 
time  of  this  writing,  while  the  Democratic 
control  of  the  Senate  was  reduced  to  53-47 
from  59-41 .  In  the  House,  the  GOP  pickups 
were  primarily  in  districts  that  were 
previously  represented  by  conservative 
Democrats,  including  11  Democrats  who 
served  on  the  House  Ag  Committee.  The 
Blue  Dog  coalition  of  Democrats  was 
reduced  by  over  50%  to  approximately  24 
Members.  With  many  of  the  GOP  freshmen 
touting  Tea  Party  roots,  the  end  result  is  a 
Republican  majority  that  is  even  more 
conservative  and  a  Democratic  Caucus  tilting 
even  more  to  the  left. 

When  the  old  Congress  returned  in  mid- 
November  to  begin  work  on  a  continuing 
resolution  to  fund  government  programs 
through  February  2011,  there  seemed  little 
chance  that  significant  legislation  would  be 


approved  in  the  lame  duck  session  (which 
will  continue  in  early  December).  Any 
legislation  must  be  passed  by  both  Houses 
of  Congress  to  get  to  the  President's  desk. 
Any  legislation  that  does  not  pass  both 
Houses  before  the  end  of  the  lame  duck 
session  will  be  moot  and  will  have  to  be  re- 
introduced in  the  new  Congress  in  January. 
Because  of  the  short-term  status  of  many 
members  of  the  old  Congress,  and  the  need 
for  the  new  majority  to  protect  itself  from 
infighting  from  the  Members-elect  coming 
in  January,  some  legislation  may  be  voted 
out  of  one  body  for  political  effect,  but  nothing 
can  move  through  both  chambers. 

Where  do  we  go  from  here?  On  the 
agricultural  front,  we  can  anticipate  another 
round  of  farm  bill  hearings  in  201 1  to  allow 
Chairman  Frank  Lucas  (R-OK)  to  educate 
the  new  Members  on  his  committee  on  the 
process  for  reauthorizing  the  next  farm  bill. 
All  talk  of  a  201 1  farm  bill  has  disappeared 
with  the  Democratic  majority. 

Like  Chairman  Lucas,  farm  policy  experts 
will  begin  to  visit  with  the  new  Members  to 


educate  them  on  the  policy  objectives  and 
obstacles  that  must  be  overcome  to  develop 
the  next  farm  bill.  As  I  recently  told  farm 
broadcasters,  at  their  annual  conference  in 
Kansas  City,  there  will  be  over  80  new 
Members  descending  on  Washington,  DC, 
with  over  80  agendas.  I  suspect  that  the 
common  denominators  for  these  new 
Members  are  fiscal  responsibility  and 
national  security:  issues  that  work  well  when 
promoting  a  sugar  program  that  costs  the 
government  nothing  and  ensures  a  safe  and 
abundant  supply  of  home-grown  sugar,  a 
vital  ingredient  in  America's  food 
manufacturing  system. 

One  signal  of  the  changes  to  come  in  the 
next  Congress  was  the  baptism  of  Senate 
Minority  Leader  McConnell  as  the  newest 
champion  of  an  earmark  ban.  With 
McConnell  joining  Senator  Tom  Coburn  and 
Senator  Jim  DeMint  in  opposing  earmarks, 
along  with  the  new  House  leadership,  there 
is  new  uncertainty  about  fulfilling  the 
research  needs  of  vital  agricultural  research 
units  around  the  country.  Senate 
Appropriations  Chairman  Daniel  Inouye  (D- 
HI)  has  not  yet  weighed  in  on  whether  the 
Senate  will  continue  to  do  earmarks. 

Joyeux  Noel! 

As  we  move  into  the  holiday  season,  a 
time  for  contemplating  the  blessings  that 
have  been  bestowed  upon  us,  I  want  to  take 
an  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude  for 
the  opportunity  to  work  with  the  fine  people 
involved  in  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
over  the  past  decade.  As  your  harvest  and 
grinding  season  comes  to  a  close,  I  wish 
you  joy  and  happiness  in  the  coming  year! 

USDA  WASDE  November  Report  on 
US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  November  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 


report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  for  2009/1 0 
left  beginning  stocks  1,534,000  tons  (raw 
value)  while  domestic  production  was 
increased  to  7,967,000  tons  from  7,945,000 
tons  last  month.  Beet  production  was 
increased  to  4,575,000  tons  from  4,525,000 
tons,  while  cane  production  was  reduced  to 
3,392,000  tons  from  3,420,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  was  lowered  to 
1,481,000  tons  from  1,500,000  tons  while 
Hawaii  was  dropped  to  1 6 1 ,000  tons  from 
170,000  tons  last  month.  Imports  were 
increased  to  3,3 19,000  tons  from  3,244,000 
tons,  with  TRQ  imports  unchanged  at 
1 ,854,000  tons.  Mexican  exports  to  the  US 
rise  to  807,000  tons  from  730,000  tons.  As 
a  result,  total  supplies  are  increased  to 
12,820,000  tons  from  12,723,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  were  increased  by  1 ,000 
tons  to  2 1 1 ,000  tons  while  deliveries  were 
increased  to  1 1 , 1 08,000  tons  from  1 0,9 1 0,000 
tons.  Total  use  was  increased  to  1 1 ,3 1 9.000 
tons  from  11,1 20,000  tons,  resulting  in  ending 
stocks  for  September  20 1 0  of  1 ,50 1 ,000  tons, 
down  from  1,603,000  tons.  The  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  is  lowered  to  13.3  percent  from 
14.4  percent. 

For  2010/11,  domestic  production  is  now 
projected  at  8,230,000  tons  compared  to 
8,383,000  tons  last  month,  with  beet 
production  dropping  to  4,800,000  from 
4,890,000  tons  and  cane  production  reduced 
to  3,430,000  tons  from  3,495,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  is  dropped  to  1 ,400,000 
tons  from  1 ,464,000  tons.  TRQ  Imports  rise 
to  2,744,000  tons  from  2,269,000  tons,  with 
Mexican  sugar  rising  to  1 ,025,000  tons  from 
550,000  tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  of  total 
supply  to  12,475,000  tons  from  12,257,000 
tons  last  month.  Exports  are  steady  at 
1 50,000  tons,  deliveries  remain  at  1 1 ,060,000 
tons  and  total  use  is  stable  at  11,210,000 
tons.  As  a  result,  ending  stocks  are 
increased  to  1,265,000  tons  from  1,047,000 


tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  for 
September  201 1  is  projected  to  rise  to  1 1.3 
percent  from  9.3  percent. 

USD  A  left  2009/10  beginning  stocks  for 
Mexico  at  624,000  tons,  with  production  at 
5, 1 1 5,000  tons.  Imports  are  expected  to  rise 
to  861,000  tons  from  820,000  tons,  while 
domestic  use  falls  to  4,890,000  tons  from 
5,212,000  tons.  Exports  were  increased  to 
737,000  tons  from  660,000  tons,  increasing 


ending  stocks  to  973,000  tons  from  687,000 
tons  last  month.  For  2010/11,  Mexican 
production  remains  at  5,450,000  tons,  imports 
rise  to  225,000  tons  from  150,000  tons, 
domestic  use  drops  to  4,735,000  tons  from 
5,018,000  tons  last  months,  and  exports  are 
increased  to  938,000  tons  from  500,000  tons. 
As  a  result,  Mexico  is  projected  to  have 
ending  stocks  of  975,000  tons,  up  from 
769,000  tons  last  month. 
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Jrom  the  fieCcCto  the  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUGAR  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crvstallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales(5)honiron.com      www.  honJron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


M.  J.  NAQUIN,  INC. 

Farm  Equipment 

"A  SQUARE  DEAL   OR  NO  DEAL" 


"MARK  5" 


New  Tapered 
Timken  Style  Bearings 
Available 


A  5  Row  Cultivator  that  will  cover  more  acres  in  a  given 

TIME  PERIOD  THAN  A  3  ROW.  THE  FUEL  AND  LABOR  SAVINGS 
COULD  BE  AS  MUCH  AS  $2.00  OR  MORE  PER  ACRE. 


Bush  Hog®  TOUGH 
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BUSH  HOG*  TOUGH  FEATURES 

TOUGH  10  Gauge  Deck  Construction 

TOUGH  7  Gauge  Steel  Strongbacks 

TOUGH  1/4  Inch  Sidebands 

TOUGH  Spring  Shock  Absorbers  On  Each  Axle  Arm 

TOUGH  Heavy  Duty  Axles 

TOUGH  Powder  Coat  Paint 


AVAILABLE  2010  -  SUPPLIES  LIMITED 


IMCUlf  *J  D  SUGARCANE  CALTTVATOR  PARTS  AVAILABLE*  fVIElA/ 
■\l  C  VV         *NEW  FOR  2010  J  D  GREASABLE  BEARINGS*        ™  c  y  v 
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205  Arms  Street  Thibodaux,  Louisiana 

985-447-3296  /  985-446-3401  FAX 

email:  mjnaquin@charterinternet.com 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /■OT"0"l-Lr\f\U  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^s. 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com .  fwsss& 


So  simple,  it's  genius 


Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 


John  Deere 


Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 
Independent  propulsion  and  steering 
Operator  preferred  controls 


'Best  Sugarcane 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Another  Look  at  the  Breeding  Program 


Tlhe  last  couple  of  articles  in  this 
column  have  discussed  the 
sugarcane-breeding  program  for  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  from  its  last  ditch 
beginning  with  three  new  varieties  in  1 922 
through  today's  program  where  more  than 
175,000  new  varieties  are  sent  to  the  field 
each  year.  In  last  month's  article,  Dr.  Tom 
Tew  discussed  the  importance  of  looking  at 
varieties  under  a  number  of  different 
environmental  conditions  and  the  necessity 
to  select  for  varieties  that  have  general 
adaptability. 

This  article  will  continue  along  that  line 
of  thought.  The  discussion  will  cover  the 
nearly  four  decades  since  the  release  of  CP 
65-357  in  1973.  CP  65-357  is  considered  by 
many  as  the  first  of  the  modern  varieties 
that  offered  disease  and  borer  resistance, 
cold  tolerance,  high  sugar,  stubbling,  and 
good  harvesting  in  a  single  variety.  In  the 
ensuing  years,  twenty-four  other  varieties 
have  followed  the  release  of  CP  65-357 
(Table  1);  most  of  which  have  not  been 
greatly  accepted  by  this  industry.  After  the 
year  of  release,  generally  by  the  fourth  year, 
a  new  variety  will  be  accepted  by  the  industry 


and  expand  to  a  large  percent  of  the  state's 
acreage  (more  than  15%)  or  it  will  remain 
as  a  minor  variety  for  another  few  years. 
Over  the  years,  the  loss  of  most  newly 
released  varieties  has  been  due  to  erratic 
yields.  Once  grown  under  commercial 
conditions  by  the  industry,  many  varieties 
have  proven  not  to  be  generally  adaptable. 
Also,  a  number  of  newly  released  varieties 
have  been  accepted  by  growers,  and  within 
a  few  years  of  release,  they  show  evidence 
of  more  disease  susceptibility  (smut  and 
rust)  than  indicated  prior  to  their  release  into 
the  industry.  Only  four  varieties  have 
occupied  more  than  19(+)%  of  the  acreage 
during  this  time.  They  are  CP  65-357,  CP 
70-321,  LCP  85-384,  and  now  HoCP  96- 
540  (Table  2).  All  four  varieties  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  greatly  adaptable  to  soil 
types,  regional  differences,  and  the  varying 
cultural  practices  of  this  industry. 

Of  all  the  other  varieties  released  from 
1 972  through  20 1 0  only  LCP  82-89  and  LCP 
97-128  were  planted  on  more  than  15%  of 
the  state's  acreage  with  the  other  varieties 
not  reaching  more  than  the  10%  level.  This 
would  certainly  indicate  that  the  Louisiana 
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Table  1.    Varieties  released 

Variety  Year 


to  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  1973  -  2010 

of  Release  Variety  Year  of  Release 


CP  65-357 

1973 

HoCP  85-845*                        1993 

CP  67-412 

1975 

LCP  86-454                             1994 

CP  70-321 

1978 

HoCP  91-555                          1999 

CP  70-330 

1978 

Ho  95-988                               2004 

CP  72-356 

1980 

HoCP  96-540                          2003 

CP  72-370 

1980 

L  97-128                                 2004 

CP  73-351 

1981 

L  99-226                                 2005 

CP  74-383 

1982 

L  99-233                                 2005 

CP  76-331 

1984 

HoCP  00-950                          2006 

CP  79-3 18 

1987 

L  01-283                                 2008 

LCP  82-89 

1991 

L  01-299                                 2009 

LHo  83-153 

1992 

L  03-371                                 2010 

LCP  85-384 

1993 

*HoCP  85-845  released  by  the 

Variety  Release  Committee  in  1993,  but  due  to  leaf  scald 

found  on  secondary  stations  it 

was  not  distributed  from  secondary  stations. 

Table  2.   Varieties  that  have  been  planted  to  more  than  19(+)%  of  state  acreage 

Variety Year  Released      Years  Grown    Years  at  19(+)%     Maximum  % 


CP  65-357 

1973 

29 

16 

71% 

CP  70-321 

1978 

26 

15 

49% 

LCP  85-384 

1993 

16 

11 

91% 

HoCP  96-540 

2003 

6* 

3 

50% 

*=2Q09  AgCenter  Sugarcane  Variety  Survey 


sugarcane  growers  are  looking  for 
consistency  and  general  adaptability  in  their 
varieties  so  that  they  can  grow  them  on  a 
large  scale. 

The  main  question  of  interest  and 
profitability  is;  has  the  breeding  program 
succeeded  in  finding  widely  adapted  varieties 
that  are  accepted  by  the  industry  and  that 
are  increasing  yields  of  sugar  and  tonnage? 
If  one  looks  at  industry  yields  in  increments 
of  1 0  years  from  1 970  -  2009,  the  data  would 
indicate  that  we  have  made  great  strides  in 
yields  of  sugar  per  acre  while  making  a  slight 
increase  in  tons  (Table  3). 

First,  let  us  look  at  state  average  yields  of 
tons  of  cane  harvested  per  acre.  For  the 
10-year  period  of  1970  -  1979,  the  average 


production  for  the  industry  was  25.8  while 
the  last  10-years  the  average  was  31.6,  a 
steady  increase  period  by  period  of  5.8  tons 
per  acre.  Over  the  40  years  (1970  -  2009) 
the  industry's  average  harvested  yields  have 
increased  by  22.5%  or  a  little  over  a  half  of 
a  percent  per  year. 

Second,  let  us  look  at  the  state's  average 
recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Again 
starting  with  the  10-year  period  of  1970  - 
1979,  the  average  state  recovery  was  158 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  harvested 
and  delivered  to  the  mill.  For  this  most  recent 
10-year  period,  recoveries  have  increased 
by  more  than  32%  to  almost  210  pounds  of 
sugar  per  ton.  Both  the  periods  of  1990  - 
1999  and  2000  -  2009  show  a  sizeable 
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Table  3.   Average  industry  yields  in  10  year  increments 

Years  Sugar/Acre  Tons/Acre 


Sugar/Ton 


1970-1979 

4,124 

25.8 

158.6 

1980-1989 

5,256 

27.7 

189.4 

1990-1999 

5,801 

29.1 

198.8 

2000-2009 

6,613 

31.6 

209.5 

increase  of  about  5%,  however  for  the  10 
years  of  1980  -  1989,  there  was  an  increase 
in  recoverable  sugar  of  nearly  20%  over  the 
ten  years  of  1970  -1979.  This  was  the  time 
in  which  CP  65-357  became  the  industry's 
prevalent  variety.  It  occupied  7 1  %  of  the 
state's  acreage  in  1980;  over  the  next  nine 
years  357  was  slowly  pushed  out  of  the  top 
spot  by  CP  70-321. 

Luckily,  the  cost  of  production  40  years 
ago  was  nowhere  what  it  is  today.  In  the 
good  old  days,  the  period  of  1970  -  1979, 
the  industry  produced  an  average  yield  of 
only  4124  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre;  where 
as  the  average  for  2000  -  2009  was  6613 
pounds  per  acre.  This  more  than  60% 
production  increase  is  an  average  of  1.5% 
increase  per  year.  As  a  topper,  the  acreage 


in  the  state  has  increased  over  these  40 
years  by  147%,  which  highlights  the 
increased  need  for  new  varieties  to  be  more 
adaptable. 

Most  certainly,  improvements  in 
production  and  processing  practices  and 
equipment  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill  have 
added  to  the  state's  increasing  yields. 
However,  today  as  back  in  1922,  the  breeding 
program  is  looked  to  for  solutions  each  time 
a  new  disease  wallops  the  industry  and 
threatens  to  reduce  yields  significantly. 

ON  BEHALF  THE  AMERICAN 
SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  STAFF,  MAY 
WE  ALL  HAVE  A  VERY  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  AND  A  HAPPY  NEW 
YEAR! 


^TECASTv^ 


fy/ZER  CO 

True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Try  the  Classifieds  in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin... 

It  Really  Works! 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  em»il 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 

*"*  Est.  1922 

Making  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


t« 


ol's  Re 


&* 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


(1.  COASTAL  PIPE 

V  iF-" rreifwircmu*  fflQ^  -" 

P.O.  Box  99  •  Carencro.LA*  70520 
(0)337  896-S462  •  (f)  337  896-8445 

Used  Pipe  for  Const ructi on 

Sucker  Rods $9-12/jt. 

2-3/8"   Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Structural $36.00  jt. 

More  sizes  gyaiU'bU  *  Tiuobu-u'i  Bvntlnblt: 
4331  NW  Evangeline  Thrwy- Ext  7 
337  896-8462  •  Ask  for  Tern 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA  New  Roads,  LA 

(985)  447-4081  (225)  638-6343 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD 
LSU  AgCenter 


U.S.  Sugar  Demand  for  FY  2010 


Although  beet  and  cane  sugar 
production  levels  in  a  given  year 
have  a  direct  impact  on  sugar  price, 
we  need  to  remember  that  sugar  demand 
also  imacts  sugar  market  prices.  Changes 
in  U.S.  sugar  demand  from  year  to  year  are 
smaller  in  magnitude  than  changes  in  supply. 
However,  it  is  still  important  to  understand 
the  current  dynamics  at  work  for  the  demand 
for  U.S.  beet  and  cane  sugar. 

The  table  below  (table  1)  presents  total 
deliveries  of  U.S.  beet  and  cane  sugar  for 
human  consumption  and  product  re-rexport 
for  the  2010  fiscal  year,  which  ended  on 
Sept.  30, 2010.  A  total  of  9.629  million  tons 
of  sugar,  actual  weight,  were  delivered  to  a 
wide  variety  of  sugar  buyers/end-product 
users.  The  two  largest  product  use 
categories  for  beet  sugar  were  bakery  and 
cereal  products  and  wholesale  grocers. 
These  two  product  use  categories 
represented  34.0%  and  16.8%,  respectively, 
of  total  beet  sugar  produced  in  FY  2010. 
Wholesale  grocers  and  bakery  and  cereal 
products  were  the  two  largest  uses/ 
destinations  for  cane  sugar  at  32.3%  and 
17.7%  of  total  cane  sugar  produced. 

Processed  crystaline  sugar  delivered  to 
the  wide  variety  of  buyers/users  is  shipped 


in  three  general  forms:  consumer-size 
packages,  packages  50  lbs  and  greater,  and 
unpackaged  bulk.  For  sugar  delivered  in  the 
2010  fiscal  year,  23.2%  was  delivered  as 
consumer-size  packages,  23.9%  were  in 
packages  of  50  lbs  or  greater,  and  39.5% 
was  delivered  in  bulk  shipments.  The 
remaining  13.4%  of  sugar  was  delivered  in 
non-crystaline  form,  which  includes  liquid 
sugar,  edible  molasses,  sugar  syrups  and  cane 
juice. 

Table  2  below  includes  a  comparison  of 
sugar  deliveries  for  FY  2009  and  FY  2010. 
An  interesting  value  to  notice  is  the  use  of 
sugar  in  beverages.  For  the  fiscal  year  which 
just  ended,  sugar  use  in  beverages  increased 
by  24.3%  over  the  prior  year.  This  is  a 
continuation  of  a  trend  over  the  past  several 
years  of  more  sugar  being  utilized  to  sweeten 
beverages  produced  in  the  U.S.  Since  2004, 
sugar  use  in  beverages  has  almost  doubled, 
from  234,014  tons  in  FY  2004  to413,117  tons 
in  FY  20 10. 

Given  the  wide  variety  of  sugar  users  and 
types  of  sugar  buyers,  many  factors  have 
an  impact  on  their  buying  preferences. 
However,  all  of  these  demand  factors 
eventually  help  to  determine  the  producer 
price  of  raw  and  refined  sugar  in  this  country. 
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Understanding  the  differences  in  the  demand 
market,  which  uses  are  gaining  market  share 
and  which  uses  are  losing  market  share  and 
their  impact  on  market  price  helps  the 


production  sector  make  better  informed 
decisions,  from  the  farm,  to  mill,  to  the 
refinery  and  beyond. 


Table  1  -  U.S.  Sugar  Deliveries  by  Use,  FY  2010 


Total  Sugar  Deliveries 

Product  Use  or  Business 
of  Sugar  Buyer 

For] 

FY2010(Oct-Sept) 

Beet 

Cane 

Total 

(actual  weight  in  tons) 

Bakery,  cereal,  and  related  products 

1,434,673 

959,977 

2,394,650 

Confectionery  and  related  products 

394,699 

669,195 

1,063,894 

Ice  cream  and  dairy  products 

232,417 

367,041 

599,458 

Beverages 

224,588 

188,529 

413,117 

Canned,  bottled  and  frozen  foods 

255,333 

140,024 

395,357 

Multiple  and  all  other  food  uses 

324,395 

270,512 

594,906 

Non-food  uses 

27,483 

78,805 

106,288 

Hotels,  restaurants,  institutions 

61,337 

64,500 

125,837 

Wholesale  grocers,  jobbers,  dealers 

708,528 

1,748,523 

2,457,051 

Retail  grocers,  chain  stores 

423,233 

836,375 

1,259,608 

Government  agencies 

2,846 

28,455 

31,301 

All  other  deliveries 

133,514 

54,368 

187,883 

Total  sugar  deliveries  bv  use 

4,223,047 

5,406,304 

9,629,651 

Source:  Sweetener  Market  Data  Repo 

rt,  FSA,  USDA 

,  Nov.  5,2010. 

Table  2  -  U.S.  Sugar  Deliveries  by  Use,  FY  2009  and  FY  2010 


Product  Use  or  Business 
of  Sugar  Buyer 

Total  Sugar  Deliveries 
rOct-SeDt) 

FY  2009 

FY  2010 

Pet.  Change 

(actual  weight  in  tons) 

Bakery,  cereal,  and  related  products 

Confectionery  and  related  products 

Ice  cream  and  dairy  products 

Beverages 

Canned,  bottled  and  frozen  foods 

Multiple  and  all  other  food  uses 

Non-food  uses 

Hotels,  restaurants,  institutions 

Wholesale  grocers,  jobbers,  dealers 

Retail  grocers,  chain  stores 

Government  agencies 

All  other  deliveries 

Total  sugar  deliveries  by  use 

2,276,762 

1,092,868 

574,611 

332,350 

427,231 

576,800 

83,311 

128,136 

2,293,773 

1,232,976 

18,785 

150,996 

9,188,598 

2,394,650 

1,063,894 

599,458 

413,117 

395,357 

594,906 

106,288 

125,837 

2,457,051 

1,259,608 

31,301 

187,883 

9,629,351 

5.2 
-2.7 

4.3 
24.3 
-7.5 

3.1 
27.6 
-1.8 

7.1 

2.2 
66.6 
24.4 

4.8 

Source:  Sweetener  Market  Data  Report,  FSA,  USDA,  Nov.  5,  2010. 
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Progressive  Tractor 

& 
Implement  Co.,  Inc. 


If 


ACRlCUlL-nj&S 


AUSTOFT  SUGARCANE  COMBINES 
PARTS    -    SALES    -    SERVICE 


NOW  BOOKING  RENTAL  TRACTORS 
FOR  2010  HARVEST 


LOCATIONS: 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 
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An  Introduction  to  Sugarcane 

by  Nathan  Blackwelder 
Agronomist,  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


My  interest  in  agriculture  dates  back 
to  hours  spent  riding  on  a  combine 
and  through  plant  identification  in 
4-H.  I  was  introduced  to  sugarcane  the 
summer  between  my  junior  and  senior  years 
of  college.  After  walking  many  fields 
scouting  for  sugarcane  borer  in  the 
Cheneyville,  LA  area,  I  began  to  understand 
the  workload  that  goes  into  raising  this  crop. 
At  that  time  there  was  one  major  variety  in 
the  industry  being  LCP  85  -  384.  Since  2003 
the  industry  has  experienced  increased 
pressure  from  disease  and  other  factors 
resulting  in  variety  diversification.  Having 
experience  in  retail  and  on  farm,  I  was  given 
the  opportunity  to  work  first  hand  in  the 
variety  development  program  and  contribute 
to  research. 

Being  a  newcomer  to  the  industry,  the 
magnitude  and  history  of  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana  stands  out  immediately.  I  quickly 
found  that  growing,  processing,  and 
researching  the  crop  is  labor  intensive  and 
has  many  challenges.  By  learning  the 
landscape  and  geography  of  the  cane  belt, 
however,  one  can  understand  the  advantages 
we  have  through  natural  resources. 
Although  urban  development  continues  to 
threaten  some  acres,  it  is  easy  to  see  why 
sugarcane  is  grown  so  well  in  the  region. 

One  of  my  first  experiences  in  the  industry 
has  been  planting  and  harvesting  outfield 
tests.  I  immediately  recognized  the  way  the 
LSU    AgCenter,    USDA    Houma,    and 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  researchers 
worked  together  for  the  betterment  of  the 
industry  as  a  whole.  Swinging  a  cane  knife 
became  second  nature  very  quickly.  As  we 
harvest  the  2010  crop,  I  am  reminded  of  the 
first  half  of  the  2007  grinding  and  the  last 
half  of  2008  after  hurricanes  Gustav  and  Ike. 
We  had  dry  weather  due  to  dominant  high 
pressure  systems.  This  is  perfect  for 
harvesting  sugarcane  although  sporadic  rain 
certainly  does  help.  The  2009  harvest  could 
be  one  to  forget  as  we  fought  muddy 
conditions  from  the  start  to  the  end.  I  learned 
real  quick  the  importance  of  getting  cane  out 
of  heavy  land  in  dry  conditions  if  possible. 
High  tonnage  was  the  story  and  amazingly 
the  mills  were  able  to  recover  a  fair  amount 
of  sugar.  With  the  drier  weather  this  year, 
reports  show  that  tonnage  may  not  be  as  high 
as  last  year,  but  sugar  recoveries  have  been 
very  good. 

Working  in  the  variety  program  has 
allowed  me  to  develop  an  eye  for  scouting 
mixtures  and  checking  fields  for  diseases  and 
other  problems.  Each  year  the  industry  faces 
a  number  of  issues  that  pose  a  threat  to  yield 
loss,  and  these  threats  will  be  different  across 
all  varieties.  With  eight  commercial  varieties 
being  planted,  it  is  becoming  more  important 
to  pay  close  attention  to  seed  cane  plots  and 
make  sure  we  don't  have  mixtures.  It  is 
beneficial  to  know  what  variety  of  cane  is 
going  to  the  mill  to  see  what  is  producing  on 
an  individual  farm.    So  far  this  year,  good 
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reports  have  been  coming  in  from  L  99-226 
and  HoCP  00-950.  This  is  encouraging  to 
hear  after  less  than  expected  yields  from  the 
past  couple  of  years.  The  industry  has 
learned  an  important  lesson  with  LCP  85- 
384.  The  lesson  is  that  variety  diversification 
is  so  very  important,  and  that  we  should  never 
find  ourselves  growing  such  a  high 
percentage  of  one  variety.  Using  several 
different  varieties  to  their  best  potential  on  a 
particular  farm  is  the  best  solution.. 

This  year  in  the  outfield  program,  an  effort 
has  been  made  to  harvest  2nd  and  3rd  stubble 
tests  in  a  more  timely  manner.  This  means 
they  were  harvested  very  early  and  multiple 
visits  to  each  location  will  occur.  So  far,  yields 
have  been  consistent  with  most  of  the 
industry  and  we  should  be  able  to  get  a 
clearer  picture  on  which  varieties  are 
producing.  Understanding  how  to  use  some 


of  these  new  varieties  is  still  very  important 
looking  to  the  future. 

Getting  to  know  people  in  the  sugarcane 
industry  has  been  a  great  experience. 
Working  side  by  side  with  researchers, 
scientists,  and  growers  provides  an 
opportunity  to  grow  professionally  while 
making  a  positive  contribution  to  the  industry 
as  a  whole.  Grower  contact  remains  one  of 
the  most  important  areas  in  terms  of 
communication  of  research  and 
development.  It  is  very  important  to  make 
sure  our  growers  are  informed  on  all  the 
latest  research  and  happenings  related  to 
sugar.  Cooperation  between  growers,  mills, 
and  researchers  is  of  huge  importance  to 
keep  the  industry  thriving.  Based  on  my 
experience  from  meeting  growers  and  mill 
managers,  I  am  confident  we  will  continue 
to  move  in  a  positive  direction. 


the  I  •  I 

nqreaient 

V^^/you  can  trust  and  pronounce. 
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Louisiana  Smoke  Management  Guidelines 
for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 

All  growers  should  have  attended  the  Certified  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  list  below  are  the  steps  you  must  take  when  burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although  these 
guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that  burning  operations 
be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in  order  to  manage 
smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their  impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 


Ci_.      ,.rlEDS 
FOR  SALE 


Broussard  Row  Shaper,  shapes  a  68" 
row  -  $17,500.  Contact  Danny  at 
337-280-0159  or  D&AFarm  at  337- 
332-1854. 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1 .  Call  Tommy  at  3 1 8-452-7945 
or  Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500, 
7400  Hi-crop-$  15,000;  4440-Hi-crop- 
$8,000;  Barco  Trans-loader-$9,000; 
12  foot  3  point  hitch  V-ditch;  3  row 
shaver;  chisel  plows;  set  of  iron 
wheels;  3  point  sprayer;  drain 
cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all  prices 
negotiable.  Call  985-637-7123  or 
985-805-0495. 
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Season's  Greetings 

from  the  Staff  of  the 

3^     American  Sugar     ^^ 

Cane  League 
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The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Sweet  crop.  ^ 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1"0  /  /  "Ot-O™!^/^^!!^/  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^n^ 

.louisianalandbank. 
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Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Down  to  Six  Congressmen? 


With  numbers  from  the  20 1 0  census 
being  tabulated,  reapportionment 
and  redistricting  at  the  state  and 
federal  levels  is  imminent.  The  state's 
waning  population  numbers  are  most  often 
attributed  to  the  post-Hurricane  Katrina 
exodus.  Prognosticators  believe  that  the 
state's  seven  Congressional  seats  will  be 
reduced  to  six  following  the  2010  census 
tabulation.  News  sources  report  that  state 
legislators  will  be  challenged  by  the  need  to 
shrink  some  districts,  expand  others  and 
eliminate  some  districts  to  appropriately 
represent  our  state's  proper  population 
density  figures. 

Because  of  population  shifts,  state 
legislators  will  be  carving  new  election  lines 
for  themselves,  state  Supreme  Court  justices, 
appellate  court  judges,  members  of  the  Board 
of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education 
and  the  Public  Service  Commission  —  and, 
of  course,  Congress.  These  issues  will  be 
addressed  at  a  special  legislative  session  in 
Baton  Rouge  that  will  begin  March  20. 

Currently,  each  Louisiana  congressman 
represents  640,000  people.  Under  new 
Congressional  redistricting  plans,  it  rises  to 
about  750,000  which  will  certainly  increase 
the  geographic  area  that  each  member 
represents.  If  this  was  to  happen,  our  state's 


political  clout  in  Washington  could  be 
diminished. 

The  political  boundaries  and  constituency 
composition  of  the  new  districts  will  certainly 
change  how  our  sugar  industry  is 
represented.  There  are  many  different 
scenarios  being  proposed  to  redraw  political 
boundaries. 

U.S.  Rep.  Steve  Scalise's  District  1, 
consisting  of  the  Metairie  area  and  some  of 
the  Florida  Parishes,  and  U.S.  Rep.  Cedric 
Richmond's  District  2,  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  area,  are  primarily  urban  and 
currently  include  no  sugarcane  growing 
areas.  The  majority  of  Louisiana's  western 
front  is  comprised  of  the  fourth  district  by 
U.S.  Rep.  John  Fleming;  this  district  includes 
no  cane-growing  areas.  When  the  new 
district  lines  are  drawn,  these  four  districts 
may  expand  to  include  cane-growing  areas 
in  the  River  Parishes  (Districts  1  and  2)  and 
the  CenLa  area  (District  4). 

Historically,  the  sugar  industry  has  had 
strong  support  from  all  members  of  the 
Louisiana  Congressional  delegation  whether 
they  actually  have  cane  production  in  their 
districts  or  not.  Changes  in  districts  could 
have  a  positive  effect  on  our  industry  as  more 
members  of  our  delegation  could  actually 
have  cane  fanners  and  mills  as  constituents. 


While  political  boundaries  may  soon 
change  in  our  state,  it  is  important  for  the 
state's  rural  constituency  to  maintain  a 
prominent  identity  in  both  state  and  federal 
politics.  Our  state's  agricultural  areas  are 
appropriately  some  of  our  least  populated. 
These  areas  may  garner  less  political 
representation,  but  with  a  strong  voice  from 
the  rural  constituency  political  power  may 
not  be  lost.  In  order  to  maintain  policy- 
making recognition,  open  the  lines  of 
communication  to  your  state  and  federal 
representatives  and  senators.  With  the 
reapportionment  and  redistricting  issues,  the 
public  will  have  opportunities  to  voice  its 
opinion  during  the  first  step  of  the  process 
in  which  the  state  House  and  Senate 
Governmental  Affairs  Committees  will  host 
public  meetings  to  discuss  the  population  shift 
within  the  Pelican  State. 

It  is  important  for  the  public  to  participate 
in  these  meetings  and  make  their  opinions 


known  so  that  the  committees  may  consider 
public  input  as  plans  are  drafted  and 
discussed.  With  the  special  session 
beginning  March  20,  and  the  regular 
legislative  session  beginning  on  April  25,  this 
will  give  the  legislature  a  short  time  to 
complete  the  redistricting  process. 

Once  the  State  Legislature  completes  its 
work  on  the  redistricting  plan,  it  must  be 
submitted  to  the  U.  S.  Justice  Department 
for  approval.  The  department  then  has  at 
least  60  days  to  either  approve  or  reject  the 
plan.  If  the  plan  is  rejected,  additional  work 
will  be  required  to  come  up  with  a  new  plan 
that  will  meet  judicial  requirements  to  ensure 
equal  representation  of  the  state's  diverse 
population. 

To  access  the  public  meeting  dates,  or 
for  any  other  information  on  the  matter  of 
redistricting  and  reapportionment,  log  on  to 
http://house.louisiana.gov/ 
H_Redistricting2011/. 
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Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


Used  Equipment  Specials 


Stk# 

BR 

U2293D 

D 

U2376D 

T 

U2308D 

T 

U2346D 

T 

U2347D 

D 

U2231D 

D 

U2360D 

D 

U2358D 

T 

Description  Hours  List  Price 

JD  6420  90HP  HC  TR  2238  $  45,000.00 

IH  424  UTILITY  TRACT  $     4,800.00 

JD  7930  180HP  TRACTR  4341  $  88,000.00 

JD7420115HPHCTR  4707  $45,000.00 

JD  7920  170HP  TRACTR  5841  $67,000.00 

JD  7920  170HP  TRACTR  5912  $66,000.00 

JD  7920  170HP  TRACTR  6006  $66,000.00 

JD  7920  170HP  TRACTR  4470  $74,500.00 


JD  7420  115HP  HC  TRACTOR 

Price  ranging  from 
$36,000  to  $63,000 


JD  7930  180HP  TRACTORS 

Prices  ranging  from 
$79,500  to  $105,000 


Jo- oOOee*--: 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 
2300  Highway  70  East 
800-526-7639 
"D" 


Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 

"T" 


John  Or ;■■■ 


Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 
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CORPORATION 


J'rom  the  fieCcCto  t fie  factory 


HONIRON  Corporation  is  your  authorized 
JOHN  DEERE  SUG.4R  dealer  for  all  of  your 
cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and  service 
needs. 


Honiron  vertical  crystallizer  installation 


HONIRON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  ■  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  ■  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

sales@honiron.com      www.honiron.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle    LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Budget  To  Be  Focus  For  Spring  2011 
USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Now  that  the  new  Members  of 
Congress  have  been  sworn  in,  the 
House  leadership  plans  to  take  votes 
to  cut  portions  of  the  healthcare  reform  law 
approved  in  the  last  Congress.  These  votes 
are  largely  symbolic,  since  it  is  doubtful  that 
such  legislation  would  be  approved  by  the 
Senate.  Certainly,  such  legislation  would  be 
swiftly  vetoed  by  the  President. 

Of  more  importance,  Congress  will  then 
turn  its  attention  to  completing  the  spending 
bills  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  ending  Sept 
30, 20 1 1 ,  before  beginning  the  regular  budget 
process  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  regular 
budget  process  poses  the  greatest  threat  to 
spending  on  farm  programs  and  we  will  be 
following  this  issue  closely  in  the  coming 
months.  For  this  reason,  I  am  including  a 
helpful  primer  prepared  by  my  assistant,  Ms. 
Cori  Thornton,  for  your  information: 

Annually,  the  President  submits  to 
Congress  his  detailed  budget  request  for  the 
coming  federal  fiscal  year,  which  begins  on 
October  1,  on  or  around  the  beginning  of 
February.  However,  as  a  result  of  Senator 


Mary  Landrieu's  protests  over  the 
administrations  moratorium  on  offshore  oil 
drilling,  there  was  a  six-week  delay  in  the 
confirmation  of  the  White  House's  new 
budget  director,  Jacob  Lew.  In  light  of  this 
delay,  the  President  will  submit  his  request 
in  mid-February,  about  a  week  later  than  the 
nonnal  deadline.  This  budget  request  lays 
out  what  the  President  believes  are  relative 
priorities  when  allocating  money  to  individual 
federal  programs,  such  as  agriculture  and 
defense,  as  well  as  to  entitlement  programs, 
such  as  Social  Security  and  Medicare.  The 
President's  budget  is  only  a  request  - 
Congress  is  not  required  to  adopt  his 
recommendations.  After  Congress  receives 
this  budget,  it  disseminates  it  to  authorizing 
committees  (in  charge  of  mandatory 
spending  programs,  such  as  the  Agriculture 
Committee)  and  the  appropriations 
committees  and  subcommittees  (which 
manage  all  discretionary  spending  programs, 
such  as  USDA  research  programs)  to  hold 
hearings  and  debate  these  requests  in  order 
to  develop  their  own  respective  budget 


resolution,  which  is  essentially  a  blueprint 
that  sets  limits  on  what  each  committee  can 
spend  over  the  course  of  the  year.  Six  weeks 
later,  if  all  goes  well,  each  committee  passes 
its  budget  resolution  on  to  the  House  and 
Senate  Budget  Committees,  where  they  are 
considered,  consolidated,  and  developed  into 
one  broad-scoped,  over-arching 
congressional  budget  resolution,  which  also 
covers  a  period  of  five  years  or  longer. 
Traditionally,  this  process  is  completed  by 
April  15th,  but  several  recent  Congresses 
have  failed  to  complete  this  process. 

On  or  about  May  15th,  assuming  that  a 
joint  budget  resolution  is  adopted,  it  is  sent 
to  the  House  and  Senate  floors  for  debate 
and  amending.  Congress  works  with  the 
President,  the  Budget  Director,  and  the 
Cabinet  to  approve,  reject,  or  amend  certain 
proposals. 

Each  year,  the  President  and  Congress 
must  pass  1 3  annual  appropriations  bills,  one 
for  each  subcommittee  that  has  jurisdiction 
over  a  discretionary  program.  These  bills 
are  called  "302(a)  allocations"  and  cover  at 
least  a  five-year  period.  They  include  all 
discretionary  spending,  which  makes  up  35% 
of  all  federal  spending,  and  are  comprised 
of  programs  such  as  education,  defense,  and 
housing,  among  many  others.  Conversely, 
the  President  and  Congress  are  not  required 
to  annually  appropriate  funds  for  mandatory 
spending  programs,  the  other  65%  of  all 
federal  spending,  which  includes 
entitlements  such  as  Social  Security, 
Medicare,  and  Medicaid. 

The  House  and  Senate  Appropriations 
Committees  prepare  the  annual 
appropriations  bills  and  complete  their 
revisions  by  June  30th.  Throughout  July  and 
August,  the  House  prepares  and  passes  the 
spending  bills  and  presents  them  to  the 


Senate  for  their  revisions.  During 
September,  the  Cabinet  resolves  their 
differences  and  agrees  on  final  versions  of 
the  spending  bills.  Finally,  the  bills  are 
presented  to  the  President,  where  he  either 
signs  or  vetoes  them.  October  1st  begins 
the  new  fiscal  year. 

In  recent  years,  including  the  current  fiscal 
year,  Congress  has  failed  to  pass  the 
necessary  appropriations  packages  (all  or  a 
portion  of  the  13  bills)  and  has  been  forced 
to  pass  a  continuing  resolution  (CR)  to  keep 
programs  operational  while  more  work  is 
done.  For  this  year,  Congress  has  passed  a 
series  of  CRs  to  maintain  programs  through 
early  20 1 1 ,  when  the  new  GOP  majority  will 
attempt  complete  work  on  the  current  fiscal 
year. 

USDA  WASDE  January  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  January  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  made  no 
changes  to  2009/10  estimates.  Beginning 
stocks  remain  at  1 ,534,000  tons  (raw  value) 
and  domestic  production  remains  at 
7,967,000  tons,  with  beet  production  at 
4,575,000  tons  and  cane  production  at 
3,392,000  tons.  Louisiana  production 
remains  at  1,481,000  tons.  Imports  are 
3,3 1 8,000  tons,  with  Mexican  exports  to  the 
US  at  807,000  tons.  As  a  result,  total  supplies 
remain  at  12,819,000  tons.  Exports  remain 
at  2 1 1 ,000  tons,  deliveries  at  1 1 , 1 05 ,000  tons, 
total  use  at  1 1 ,3 1 6,000  tons  and  ending  stocks 
for  September  2010  were  1,503,000  tons. 
The  stocks-to-use  ratio  remains  at  13.3 
percent. 

For  2010/11,  domestic  production  is 
lowered  by  100,000  tons  to  8,1 10,000  tons 
due  to  another  drop  in  Florida  projections. 


Beet  production  remains  at  4,800,000  and 
cane  production  falls  to  3,310,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  remains  at  1,400,000 
tons,  while  Florida  production  falls  to 
1,600,000  tons.  Imports  rise  to  3,006,000 
tons  from  2,994,000  tons,  with  TRQ  imports 
rising  to  1 ,42 1 ,000  tons  from  1 ,409,000  tons 
last  month.  Mexican  sugar  exports  to  the 
US  remain  at  1,245,000  tons.  As  a  result, 
total  supply  falls  to  12,619,000  tons  from 
12,707,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
steady  at  150,000  tons,  deliveries  remain  at 
11,060,000  tons  and  total  use  is  stable  at 
1 1,210,000  tons.  As  a  result,  ending  stocks 
are  decreased  to  1,409,000  tons  from 
1,497,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio 
for  September  2011  is  projected  at  12.6 
percent  versus  13.4  percent  last  month. 

USDA  made  no  changes  to  Mexican 
2009/10  and  2010/11  estimates,  leaving  09/ 
10  beginning  stocks  for  Mexico  at  624,000 


tons,  production  at  5,1 15,000  tons,  imports 
at  861,000  tons,  domestic  use  at  4,890,000 
tons,  exports  at  737,000  tons,  and  ending 
stocks  at  973,000  tons.  For  2010/11, 
Mexican  production  remains  at  5,650,000 
tons,  imports  remain  at  225,000  tons, 
domestic  use  stays  at  4,735,000  tons,  and 
exports  remains  at  1 , 1 38,000  tons,  and  ending 
stocks  remain  at  975,000  tons. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


2010  Industry  Yields 


As  mentioned  in  last  month's  article, 
preharvest  surveys  indicated  that  the 
mills  would  have  about  13.9  million 
tons  to  process  for  20 1 0.  By  the  time  harvest 
started,  the  estimation  of  the  crop  had 
dropped  to  13.2  million  tons  and  continued 
to  decrease  throughout  the  entire  season. 
Many  growers  were  impressed  with  the 
yields  of  their  initial  harvest  of  plant  cane 
fields  and  were  expecting  that  their  plant 
cane  would  significantly  increase  their 
overall  yields,  but  for  most,  this  did  not 
happen.  Very  few  reported  the  normal  50 
and  60  tons  in  plant  cane  fields;  yields  were 
more  in  the  40  to  42  ton  range.  In  the  end, 
the  total  cane  processed  for  2010  was  12.1 
million  tons.  However,  the  recovery  at  the 
mills  was  at  a  historic  high  level  and  1.4 
million  tons  (short  tons  raw  value)  of  sugar 
were  produced  by  the  eleven  Louisiana  raw 
sugar  mills.  In  2008  the  industry's  21  year 
old  recovery  record  of  1 1 .25%  was  broken 
by  that  year's  crop  with  a  recovery  of 
1 1 .45%.  This  new  record  did  not  stand  long. 
With  a  dry  harvest  this  year,  the  record  set 
in  2008  was  easily  surpassed.  With  about  2 
million  or  1 3%  tons  of  cane  less,  the  industry 


produced  only  about  48,000  (3%)  less  tons 
of  sugar.  Table  1  compares  this  past  year's 
processing  results  to  the  proceeding  five 
years'  data. 

At  this  time  last  year  most  growers  were 
wondering  how  badly  damaged  their  stubble 
crop  was  going  to  be  and  what  fields  would 
have  to  be  plowed.  With  muddy  conditions 
from  the  start  of  the  2009  harvest  through 
the  very  end,  deep  ruts  in  the  field  and 
headland  had  to  be  drained  before  any  work, 
cultivation  or  even  traveling  on  the  headland 
could  commence.  For  many  the  lower  ends 
of  their  black  land  fields  did  not  have  good 
drainage  established  in  them  until  late  March 
or  early  April,  leaving  the  soil  in  saturated 
conditions  for  a  very  long  time.  On  top  of 
this,  growers  were  not  able  to  remove  the 
mixture  of  shucks  and  mud  that  was  sloshed 
on  top  of  the  row  during  the  harvest  of  much 
of  the  stubble  acreage.  The  warm  weather 
of  spring  was  slow  as  were  stands  of  cane, 
and  most  growers  were  reporting  much 
variability  in  their  stubble  fields.  After  a  while 
the  weather  got  right  and  field  work  got 
under  way,  but  even  as  fertilizer  was  being 
applied  it  was  noted  by  many  that  stands 
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were  still  erratic.  Table  2  displays  the 
industry's  field  production  for  the  2010  crop 
along  with  the  five  prior  year's  information. 

Additionally,  the  winter  was  colder  than 
previous  years,  killing  all  growth  back  to 
ground  level  even  near  tree  lines  and  other 
normally  protected  areas.  There  was  no 
green  leaf  material  for  the  brown  rust  to  over 
winter  on  resulting  in  only  small  amounts  of 
rust  in  HoCP  96-540  and  L  99-226  in  this 
past  crop  year.  Although  last  year's  extreme 
minimum  temperatures  were  somewhat 
lower  than  this  year's,  rust  should  have  a 
hard  time  establishing  itself  early  in  this  year's 
crop  because  once  again  the  crop  has  been 
burned  back  to  ground  level. 

Because  of  the  cold  temperatures 
experienced  by  the  2010  crop,  many  were 
expecting  the  more  northern  regions  from 
which  Alma  and  Cora  Texas  draws  cane  to 


be  more  impacted  than  the  more  southern 
regions.  Just  the  opposite  appears  to  have 
happened.  The  two  mills  along  the 
Mississippi  River  field  yields  were  much 
higher  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  industry; 
on  the  average  more  than  six  tons  per  acre 
than  that  for  the  mills  along  both  bayous.  This 
information  can  be  found  in  Table  3.  Since 
the  end  of  this  crop  I  have  heard  many 
reasons  for  the  possible  discrepancy  in  yields, 
so  many  that  it  is  a  topic  of  another  article. 
The  tonnage  for  2010  may  not  be  much 
to  shout  about.  But  with  the  good  harvest 
conditions  resulting  in  lower  overall  harvest 
cost,  outstanding  sugar  in  the  cane,  and  the 
improved  price,  it  should  be  profitable  enabling 
the  industry  to  reinvest  and  update  its 
equipment.  So  bring  on  the  new  crop  year 
and  the  challenges  and  excitement  that  it 
presents. 


Table  1 

■  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  Processing  Yields  for  the  Years  2005  -  2010 

Harvested 

Gross  Cane 

Recovery/Ton 

Total  Sugar 

Molasses 

Year 

Acres* 

Tons 

% 

STRV 

Gallons 

2005 

412,000 

10,786,275 

11.04 

1,190,876 

64,133,595 

2006 

406,000 

12,434,451 

10.35 

1,288,408 

70,597,512 

2007 

388,000 

13,372,570 

11.09 

1,482,974 

75,512,505 

2008 

388,000 

12,228,193 

11.45 

1,397,501 

66,257,987 

2009 

391,000 

13,967,304 

10.38 

1,449,575 

71,419,876 

2010 

390,600 

?<&  nf  TISHA   cpv1 

12,111,932 

rfipn1  nrrpnop 

11.57 

fnr   thp   mrrp^rtr 

1,401,145 

)ri/fino   \ipnr 

68,051,613 

**  Calculated  with  Short  Tons,  Raw  Value  data. 

Table  2  -  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry  Field  Yields  for  the  Years  2005  -  2010 

Yield/Acre 


Harvested 

Gross  Cane 

Sugar/Ton 

Cane 

Sugar 

Year 

Acres* 

Tons 

Pounds** 

Tons 

Pounds** 

2005 

412,000 

10,786,275 

219 

26.0 

5,700 

2006 

406,000 

12,434,451 

206 

31.3 

6,464 

2007 

388,000 

13,372,570 

222 

34.5 

7,644 

2008 

388,000 

12,228,193 

229 

31.5 

7,202 

2009 

391,000 

13,967,304 

208 

35.7 

7,415 

2010 

390,600 

?<&   nf  USnA    n 

12,111,932 

>rlitip/t  nrrpnop    \ 

231 

^nr    thp    pnj-j-pvnn 

31.0 

11///1HJ   \ipnr 

7,174 

**  Calculated  with  Short  Tons,  Raw  Value  data. 
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Table  3  -  2010  Crop  Data  for  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry   by  Mill  Regions 

Mill                Number  of                Tons                    Acres  for           Average 
Regions Mills Processed Harvest TCA 


Mississippi  River 

2 

2,952,000 

81,500 

36.2 

Bayou  Lafouche 

4 

3,555,000 

117,300 

29.7 

Bayou  Teche 

5 

5,605,000 

191,000 

29.4 

Crop 
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■:,/■■' 


■\    . 


Optimal  Sugarcane  Crop  Cycle  Length  Considerations 


One  of  the  most  important  production 
decisions  associated  with  sugarcane 
is  whether  to  keep  older  stubble  in 
production  or  plow  the  stubble  out  to  start  a 
new  crop  cycle.  This  is  also  one  of  the  most 
difficult  decisions,  due  to  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  key  pieces  of  information  required  to 
make  the  decision  is  a  forecast  or  prediction 
of  what  that  land  tract  will  likely  yield  in  the 
coming  year.  The  most  common  decision 
usually  involves  whether  to  keep  a  field  in 
production  for  harvest  of  a  third  stubble  crop 
or  not. 

Other  decisions  might  involve  whether  to 
plow  out  a  weak  stand  of  plant  cane  or  first 
stubble  or  allow  it  to  remain  in  production 
through  the  end  of  the  crop  cycle.  Or,  should 
a  significant  change  in  sugar  price  or 
production  cost  change  the  crop  cycle  length 
decision.  There  are  many  factors  which 
directly  impact  the  net  returns  received  from 
the  production  and  harvest  of  a  land  tract 
throughout  the  crop  cycle.  This  article 
presents  some  important  considerations  to 
keep  in  mind  when  making  these  sugarcane 
crop  cycle  production  decisions. 

The  first  point  to  keep  in  mind  is  that 
decisions,  in  general,  should  be  made  which 


result  in  maximizing  total  net  returns  over 
the  entire  multiyear  crop  cycle  period,  rather 
than  for  a  single  crop  year.  On  a  given  tract 
of  land,  with  a  specific  soil  type  and  a 
particular  sugarcane  variety,  growers  should 
have  a  general  understanding  of  whether  a 
third  stubble  crop  would  be  profitable  to  keep 
in  production,  for  example,  on  a  year-in  year- 
out  basis.  This  knowledge  is  greatly  aided 
by  having  accurate  farm  records  of  yields 
by  crop  age,  typical  planting  ratios,  and 
production  costs. 

A  second  consideration  is  determining  the 
breakeven  yield  for  a  third  stubble  crop, 
which  is  defined  as  the  sugar  yield  per  acre 
of  a  third  stubble  crop  which  would  result  in 
the  total  net  returns  from  crop  cycles  through 
second  and  third  stubble  being  equal.  If  this 
yield  value  can  be  estimated  for  a  given  tract 
of  land,  this  greatly  improves  the  decision 
accuracy.  If  the  projected  third  stubble  yield 
is  greater  than  this  value,  the  tract  should 
remain  in  production.  If  the  projected  third 
stubble  yield  is  less  than  this  value,  the  tract 
should  be  plowed  out.  A  useful  spreadsheet 
based  decision  tool  which  makes  this  type 
of  decision  analysis  relatively  easy  has  been 
developed  by  the  LSU  AgCenter  and  is 


15 


available  on  the  LSU  AgCenter's  sugarcane 
economics  web  page. 

Research  in  2010  evaluated  plant  cane 
and  stubble  yields  for  major  sugarcane 
varieties  planted  in  Louisiana  to  see  whether 
a  relatively  simple  decision  rule  could  be 
developed  which  would  aid  these  older 
stubble  plowout  decisions.  Results  indicated 
that  a  fairly  simple  decision  rule  involved 
using  the  simple  average  of  the  plant  cane 
through  second  stubble  yields.  Results 
indicated  that  the  breakeven  third  stubble 
yield  could  be  approximated  as  equal  to  70- 
75%  percent  of  the  simple  average  of  plant 
cane,  first  stubble  and  second  stubble  yields 
on  the  tract. 

This  relationship  was  found  to  be 
relatively  stable  over  a  range  of  sugar 
prices,  planting  ratios,  production  costs  and 
other  factors  which  impact  net  returns. 
Tracts  with  higher  yield  levels  for  plant  cane 
through  second  stubble  will  have  higher 
third  stubble  breakeven  yields,  on  a  sugar 
per  acre  basis,  than  tracts  with  lower  plant 
cane  through  second  stubble  yields. 
However,  although  this  breakeven  yield  will 
vary  from  tract  to  tract  and  variety  to  variety 
on  a  sugar  per  acre  basis,  it  was  found  to 
be  relatively  stable  on  a  percentage  basis. 

Making  a  change  in  crop  cycle  length  will 
have  impacts  in  following  years  both  in 
terms  of  planted  and  harvested  acreage  as 
well  as  planting,  cultivation  and  harvest 
costs.  Moving  to  a  longer  crop  cycle  would 
result  in  less  sugarcane  acres  being  planted 
each  year,  resulting  in  lower  total  farm 
fallow  and  planting  costs.  More  sugarcane 
acres  will  be  in  sugar  production,  although 
the  whole  farm  average  yield  will  be  lower 
than  from  a  shorter  cycle.  The  substantial 
increase  in  raw  sugar  market  price  over  the 
past  couple  of  years  should  allow  for  some 
older  stubble  fields,  which  might  have  been 
plowed  out  at  lower  sugar  prices,  to  remain 
in  production.  In  making  these  decisions,  it 


is  important  to  plan  ahead  for  the  impacts  on 
planting  and  production  in  succeeding  years. 
Significant  changes  to  crop  cycle  length 
should  be  phased  in  or  out  over  several  years, 
in  an  effort  to  minimize  major  disruptions  in 
production  acres  and  farm  income. 

Economic  research  has  generally 
indicated  that  choosing  a  crop  cycle  length 
for  a  given  tract  and  sticking  with  that  plan 
year-in  and  year-out,  barring  unforeseen 
circumstances,  is  usually  the  best  strategy 
to  maximize  whole  farm  net  returns. 
Certainly  the  current  level  of  raw  sugar 
market  prices  should  be  considered.  An 
important  exception  to  this  rule  would  be  the 
case  where  disease,  weather  or  other  causes 
resulted  in  a  poor  plant  cane  stand.  Since 
the  success  of  plant  cane  directly  impacts 
succeeding  years  production,  poor  plant  cane 
stands  may  be  causes  for  early  plowout  and 
replanting. 

In  any  case,  accurate  farm  production  and 
cost  records  on  a  tract  by  tract  basis  are 
vital  in  making  good  and  accurate  decisions 
on  crop  cycle  length.  Information  and 
decision  aid  tools  to  assist  sugarcane  growers 
in  estimating  production  costs,  planting  costs, 
optimal  crop  cycle  length,  and  other  farm 
management  decisions  are  provided  by  the 
LSU  AgCenter  and  can  be  found  on  the  web 
at:  www.lsuagcenter.com/en/ 

c  rops  _l  ive stock/ 'crops/ 'sugarcane/ 
economics. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  ASSCT 
Annual  Meetings 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League's 
annual  meeting  was,  once  again,  a 
success.  Again  this  year  our  meeting 
was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  American 
Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists.  The 
attendance  at  the  joint  meeting  was 
outstanding,  as  this  format  of  holding  our 
respective  annual  meetings  together  with 
each  other  has  been  very  well  received  by 
all  Louisiana  sugar  interests. 

The  "After  Harvest  Bash"  held  at 
Vermilionville  proved  again  to  be  a  successful 
way  for  our  attendees  to  unwind,  as  a  good 
time  was  had  by  all.  These  meetings  not  only 
serve  as  a  way  to  support  our  mission  of 
educating  our  membership  on  the  research 
front,  but  it  also  provides  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  growers  and  millers  to  discuss 
new  and  more  efficient  production  and 
processing  methods.  The  opportunity  for 
attendees  to  share,  compare  and  visit  often 
proves  to  be  as  valuable  as  the  information 
presented  during  the  meetings  themselves. 
Our  guest  speakers  included  Brandon 
Willis,  Deputy  Administrator  of  Farm 
Programs  for  the  Farm  Service  Agency,  and 
Jim  Wiesemeyer,  Agricultural  Analyst  and 
Senior  Vice  President  at  Informa  Economics. 
Both  speakers  discussed  the  importance  of 
educating  the  public  and  Congress  about  the 


sugar  industry  in  order  to  maintain  our  same 
sugar  program  in  the  next  Farm  Bill. 

The  ASSCT's  contribution  to  our  gathering 
included  valuable  research  information  for 
both  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
sectors.  Presentations  included  topics  such 
as  combine-harvesting  techniques,  micro- 
nutrient  applications,  and  studies  on 
alternative  ripening  products.  The  ASSCT 
also  facilitated  the  many  vendors  who  were 
on  hand  to  present  new  products,  upgraded 
processes  and  services  to  the  contingent  of 
growers  and  processors. 

Outgoing  League  President  Greg  Nolan 
presented  Dr.  Ben  Legendre  with  the 
President's  Award.  Dr.  Legendre  has  been, 
and  continues  to  be,  a  great  friend  and  asset 
to  our  industry.  His  tireless  research  efforts 
have  touched  nearly  every  facet  of  producing 
and  processing  sugarcane.  On  behalf  of 
Louisiana's  sugarcane  producers  and 
processors  I  congratulate  and  thank  Dr. 
Legendre  for  his  many  years  of  dedicated 
service  to  our  industry. 

Also  honored  at  the  meeting  were  our 
outgoing  board  members.  Charles  Thibaut 
and  Dan  Duplantis,  Sr.  have  been  steadfast 
supporters  and  leaders  of  the  League  for 
almost  three  decades.  Thibaut's  20  years  and 
Duplantis'  28  years  on  the  board  serve  as  a 


testament  to  their  dedicated  leadership  of 
our  industry  and  our  organization. 

The  League's  membership  elected  a  new 
slate  of  directors  which  included  22  grower 
directors,  1 1  processor  directors  and  1 1  at- 
large  directors.  The  complete  list  of  our 
directors  is  provided  for  you  on  the  inside 
front  cover  of  "The  Sugar  Bulletin."  With 
Greg  Nolan  completing  his  two-year  tenure 
as  president,  Wallace  "Dickie"  Ellender  was 
elected  to  fill  the  role.  The  Board  also  elected 


a  new  slate  of  officers  to  include:  Mike 
Daigle,  Vice  President;  Michael  G. 
Melancon,  Secretary;  and  Charlie 
Schudmak,  Treasurer. 

I  look  forward  to  working  with  our  new 
Directors  and  Officers  as  we  continue  to 
pursue  the  mission  of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League,  'To  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public 
relations/  promotion,  and  education." 


Rodney's  Welding  Se#v/Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


Shop: 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


5- Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Btoussard  and  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


4  Cylinder,  10  Tor 
Cane  Wagon 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 
1-877-648-LAND 


Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 


for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 

wuw.louisianalandbank.  com. 
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So  simple,  it's  genius 


Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 


John  Deere 


Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 
Independent  propulsion  and  steering 
Operator  preferred  controls 


"Best  Sugarcane  Harv 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


What  Year  Is  This? 

Undersecretary  Miller  Returns  to  Senate  Staff 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


It's  a  cold  March  morning  in  Washington, 
DC.  President  Bush  has  been  gone  from 
the  White  House  for  two  years  and  the 
new  President  has  seen  his  party  lose  control 
of  the  House  in  rather  spectacular  fashion. 
With  more  Senate  seats  at  risk  in  the  next 
election  cycle,  Democrats  are  poised  to  lose 
control  over  both  houses  of  Congress  in  two 
short  years.  The  President's  public 
messages  have  pivoted  to  fill  the  center  as 
one  party  moves  more  to  the  right  and  the 
other  moves  more  to  the  left.  Many  of  the 
Democratic  losses  were  conservative-to- 
moderate  losses  blamed,  in  part,  on  House 
and  White  House  leadership  that  forced 
House  Dems  to  take  difficult  votes  on  energy 
legislation  that  never  made  it  back  out  of  the 
Senate.  Republicans  are  newly  energized 
and  committed  to  government  austerity  by 
virtually  any  means  necessary.  The  House 
leadership  is  working  to  develop  legislative 
strategy  and  discipline  while  testing  the 
tempers  of  incoming  freshmen  who  are 
impatient  and  ready  to  go  toe-to-toe  with  the 
Democrats  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  White 


House,  even  to  the  point  of  shutting  down 
government  programs.  In  the  agriculture 
sector,  thriving  demand  in  world  and  domestic 
markets  has  led  commodity  prices  on  a 
months-long  quest  for  higher  ground. 

Is  it  2011,  or  is  it  1995?  The  above 
description  could  fit  either  era.  Republicans 
take  over  the  House  with  great  zeal  and  a 
sense  of  a  mandate  from  the  voters,  while 
Democrats  who  lost  (and  their  friends  who 
remain  in  smaller  numbers)  can  point  at 
energy  legislation  as  a  major  reason.  Before 
1 995 ,  conservative  Democrats  "got  BTU'ed" 
by  their  leadership,  i.e.  forced  to  take  a  party- 
line  vote  to  tax  energy  use  (British  Thermal 
Units  -  BTU),  only  to  watch  the  Senate  dither 
and  back  away  from  the  BTU  tax.  The  2010 
crop  of  losers  can  say  they  "got  capped"  (as 
in  'cap  &  trade)  by  leadership  in  a  similar 
fashion.  The  freshmen  class  of  Republicans 
is  fired  up  and  seems  disinterested  in 
compromise.  Budgets  will  be  cut  and  the 
farm  safety  net  will  be  on  the  table.  The 
President  is  triangulating  and  the  Senate 
seems  likely  to  fall  to  the  GOP  in  2012. 


What  happened  to  agriculture  back  then 
could  offer  policy  leaders  and  well-meaning 
freshmen  a  caution.  In  1996,  export  demand 
for  US  products  helped  drive  commodity 
prices  ever  higher.  As  the  Republican-led 
Congress  began  work  on  the  1996  farm  bill, 
many  assumed  that  a  paradigm  shift  had 
occurred  in  world  markets  and  that  the  farm 
safety  net  was  no  longer  necessary  and 
farmers  were  to  be  weaned  away  from 
government  supports.  Senator  Pat  Roberts, 
then  chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee,  worked  hard  to  keep  the  safety 
net  viable,  but  the  House  leadership  was 
intent  on  draconian  cuts  in  the  name  of 
reform. 

Before  the  ink  was  dry  on  the  '96  farm 
bill  (the  Freedom  to  Farm  Act) ,  the  Thai  baht 
let  loose  a  metaphoric  sneeze  and  the  'Asian 
contagion'  quickly  swept  through  financial 
markets  around  the  world.  Export  markets 
for  many  commodities  disappeared  overnight 
and  prices  plummeted.  The  US  farm  safety 
net  was  quickly  shown  to  be  inadequate  and 
successive  Republican  Congresses  were 
forced  to  augment  the  farm  safety  net  by 
providing  additional  direct  payments  to 
growers  ("AMTA  Plus")  to  fill  the  hole 
legislators  had  left  in  the  safety  net. 

The  2002  farm  bill,  pulled  through  the 
House  by  the  force  of  Chairman  Larry 
Combest's  will,  quietly  restored  crucial 
elements  of  the  safety  net  while  holding 
costs  down.  The  2008  farm  bill  was,  in  many 
ways,  a  continuation  of  the  '02  bill, 
maintaining  the  safety  net  while  reducing 
overall  costs.  As  we  prepare  for  the  2012 
farm  bill,  farm  program  opponents  are 
arguing  that  the  safety  net  is  no  longer 
needed  because  prices  are  high.  Budget 
hawks  are  determined  to  rein  in  spending 
and  agriculture  is  still  high  on  the  list  of 
targets  (even  though  ag  programs  make  up 
a  fraction  of  1  percent  of  Federal  spending). 


Freedom  to  Farm  became  known  as 
Freedom  to  Fail  because  a  safety  net  built  on 
the  assumption  of  high  prices  is  incapable  of 
providing  adequate  support  when  prices 
collapse.  Once  the  die  was  cast  in  1996, 
Members  had  to  scramble  to  authorize  nearly 
annual  increases  in  direct  payments  to 
farmers  to  fill  the  holes  in  the  safety  net.  It 
wasn't  pretty.  It  was  a  shotgun  approach 
that  was  inherently  inequitable  and,  for  fiscal 
conservatives,  the  hypocrisy  quotient  was 
high. 

The  American  philosopher,  George 
Santayana  famously  said  that,  "Those  who 
cannot  remember  the  past  are  condemned  to 
repeat  it."  As  a  corollary,  I  recently  saw  a 
great  quote  (author  unknown)  that,  "Each  time 
history  repeats  itself,  the  price  goes  up."  Let 
us  hope  that  Congress  will  recall  the  lessons 
of  the  late  1990's  as  they  begin  the  process 
of  reauthorizing  farm  programs  in  2012. 

Undersecretary   Miller   Returns   To 
Senate  Staff 

Jim  Miller  resigned  as  USDA's 
Undersecretary  for  Farm  and  Foreign 
Services  in  late  January  and  returned  to 
Capitol  Hill  to  serve  as  Senator  Kent 
Conrad's  agricultural  and  budget  guru  on  the 
Senate  Budget  Committee.  Conrad's 
announced  intention  to  retire  after  2012 
leaves  him  free  to  focus  his  attention  on 
developing  a  sound  budget  blueprint  for 
Federal  spending  and  on  ensuring  that  a  viable 
farm  safety  net  is  reauthorized.  Miller's 
decision  to  rejoin  him  ensures  that  he  will  have 
the  best  possible  assistance  in  achieving  these 
twin  goals. 

Deputy  Undersecretary  Michael  Scuse 
has  been  named  acting-UnderSecretary  and 
speculation  is  that  he  will  soon  be  officially 
named  to  that  position.  Those  of  us  who  have 
gotten  to  know  Secretary  Scuse  over  the  past 
two  years  know  that  he  is  a  farmer  at  heart 


and  that  his  philosophy  is  closely  attuned  to 
that  of  his  predecessor. 

USDA  WASDE  February  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  February  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  for  sugar  supply  and  use  made  no 
changes  to  2009/ 1 0  estimates .  For  20 1 0/ 1 1 , 
domestic  production  is  lowered  by  100,000 
tons  to  8,010,000  tons  due  to  another  drop  in 
Florida  projections.  Beet  production  remains 
at  4,800,000  and  cane  production  falls  to 
3,210,000  tons  from  3,310,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  remains  at  1,400,000 
tons,  while  Florida  production  falls  to 
1 ,500 ,000  tons .  Imports  rise  to  3 ,245 ,000  tons 
from  3,006,000  tons,  with  TRQ  imports  falling 
to  1,371,000  tons  from  1,421,000  tons  last 
month.  Imports  under  the  Reexport  program 
rise  to  375,000  tons  from  300,000  tons,  while 
Mexican  sugar  exports  to  the  US  rise  to 
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Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


1,459,000  tons  from  1,245,000  tons.  As  a 
result,  total  supply  increases  to  12,758,000 
tons  from  12,619,000  tons  last  month. 
Exports  are  increased  to  225 ,000  tons  from 
150,000  tons,  deliveries  rise  to  11,185,000 
tons  from  1 1 ,060,000  tons,  and  total  use  rises 
to  1 1 ,410,000  tons  from  1 1 ,210,000  tons.  As 
a  result,  ending  stocks  are  decreased  to 
1 ,348,000  tons  from  1 ,409,000  tons  and  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  for  September  2011  is 
projected  at  11.8  percent  versus  12.6 
percent  last  month. 

USDA  made  no  changes  to  Mexican 
2009/10  estimates.  For  2010/11,  Mexican 
production  remains  at  5,650,000  tons,  imports 
are  increased  to  290,000  tons  from  225,000 
tons,  domestic  use  is  lowered  to  4,629,000 
tons  from  4,735,000  tons,  and  exports  are 
increasd  to  1,332,000  tons  from  1,138,000 
tons.  As  a  result,  ending  stocks  drop  to 
952,000  tons  from  975,000  tons. 
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PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
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cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 
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AUSTOFT  SUGARCANE  COMBINES 
SALES  -  SERVICE  -  PARTS    -    RENTALS 


READY  TO  DO  ALL  OF  YOUR  OFF-SEASON 
REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE 


LOCATIONS: 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

Residue  Removal 

Stubble  Yields  Increased  By  Glyphosate  Ripener? 


If  the  weather  continues  to  be  favorable 
between  the  writing  of  this  article  on 
Valentine's  Day  201 1  and  when  you  are 
reading  it,  the  cane  belt  should  be  a  lot 
greener  than  it  is  at  this  time.  About  the 
only  green  that  can  be  found  in  the  cane 
fields  are  winter  weeds  and  even  they  are 
not  overly  abundant.  This  winter  is  certainly 
not  the  most  severely  cold  on  record,  but  it 
is  in  the  top  category  for  the  total  number  of 
freeze  occurrences  within  the  months  of 
January  and  February.  However,  nature  will 
not  be  denied.  With  the  little  warm  weather 
and  sunshine  of  the  past  couple  of  days, 
things  are  starting  to  rejuvenate.  Over  the 
weekend  while  working  in  the  yard  and  while 
driving  into  Thibodaux  for  work,  I  noticed 
that  many  of  the  various  trees  are  starting 
to  bud  out.  While  in  the  Thibodaux  area, 
Herman  and  I  looked  at  several  fields  of 
late  planted  cane.  These  fields  of  plant  cane 
were  on  black  land  that  did  not  mark  well  in 
the  fall.  In  a  passing  observation,  it  appeared 
that  at  the  base  of  most  of  the  plants  there 
was  a  little  green  tint.  Because  of  the 
lateness  of  planting  of  these  particular  fields, 
most  of  the  primary  growing  points  have  not 


broken  the  surface  to  be  killed  by  this 
winter's  low  temperatures.  The  surface  of 
the  black  soil  tends  to  absorb  the  heat  of  the 
sun  much  quicker  than  the  lighter  soils  and 
warms  to  a  point  at  which  growth  resumes 
with  only  a  few  days  of  sunshine.  This  winter 
here  on  the  Teche,  the  minimum 
temperatures  for  most  of  the  cold  snaps  were 
2  to  3°  lower  than  those  for  Thibodaux.  Even 
here,  if  you  look  at  later  planted  cane  on 
black  land,  while  the  sun  is  at  the  correct 
angle  some  new  green  growth  is  visible  at 
about  ground  level.  Nearly  all  of  the  planting 
for  2010  was  completed  under  favorable 
conditions  and  growers  are  expressing  high 
hopes  for  their  plant  cane  crop  this  year. 

Residue  Removal 

With  the  dry  field  conditions  during  last 
harvest  most  fields  do  not  require  extensive 
efforts  to  drain  them  and  the  majority  of 
headlands  require  little  work  to  get  them 
back  into  travelable  conditions.  Much 
fieldwork  was  accomplished  during  harvest; 
to  the  extent  that  many  of  the  older  stubble 
fields  that  were  scheduled  for  removal  are 
broken  out  and  in  some  cases  land  leveling 
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has  been  completed.  Growers  where  they 
could,  have  removed  harvest  residue  quickly 
after  harvest;  very  few  fields  went  through 
the  winter  with  residue  on  them.  The  removal 
of  harvest  residue  is  very  important  in 
establishing  early  populations  for  slow 
emerging  varieties  like  HoCP  96-540. 

With  many  growers  getting  an  early  start 
on  planting  in  2010  there  are  a  number  of 
plant  cane  fields  and  stubble  fields  used  for 
the  early  planting  that  have  tremendous 
growth  on  the  row.  It  is  recommended  to 
remove  it  if  the  regrowth  residue  is  so 
immense  that  it  would  prevent  the  proper 
application  of  herbicides  and  fertilizer.  Data 
indicates  that  the  variety  HoCP  96-540's 
yields  are  improved  when  extensive  regrowth 
that  has  been  killed  by  winter  freezes  is 
removed.  The  average  increase  was  five 
tons  per  acre,  however  for  L  99-226  and  L 
99-233  research  has  not  shown  any 
significant  differences  in  removal  or  non- 
removal  of  regrowth.  For  all  varieties  yield 
losses  have  occurred  when  post  harvest  and 
regrowth  residue  is  removed  after  numerous 
green  shoots  can  be  observed  in  the  residue. 
Even  with  the  late  start  this  year's  crop  is 
off  to,  burning  and  clipping  should  be 
completed  by  early  March. 

Stubble  Yields  Increased  by  Glyphosate 
Ripener? 

Last  month's  article  touched  on  the  fact 
that  the  field  yields  for  the  two  mills  along 
the  Mississippi  River  were  much  higher  than 
those  of  the  rest  of  the  industry;  on  the 
average  more  than  six  tons  per  acre  higher 
than  that  for  the  mills  along  both  bayous.  The 
higher  field  production  in  the  more  northern 
extent  of  the  cane  is  opposite  from  what  most 
would  expect  following  the  wet  and  very  cold 
winter  of  2010.  Nearly  everyone  has  a 
different  possibility  for  this  unexpected 
discrepancy.  One  of  the  most  common  is 
that  a  greater  amount  of  acreage  is  treated 


with  ripener  by  the  growers  who  ship  cane 
to  these  mills  and  that  the  new  varieties  are 
producing  better  stubble  yields  (higher 
populations)  when  treated  with  ripener  than 
fields  that  are  not  treated. 

As  most  of  us  recall  LCP  85-384  was  very 
sensitive  to  the  application  of  glyphosate  as 
a  ripener.  Because  of  this  sensitivity,  it 
required  a  rate  of  active  ingredient  (AI)  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  recommended  rates. 
Additionally,  LCP  85-384's  stubbling  ability 
was  susceptible  to  the  treatment  to  harvest 
interval.  It  was  a  common  occurrence  in 
glyphosate  treated  fields  of  LCP  85-384  for 
the  early  spring  populations  to  be  slow  to 
establish  with  many  white  shoots  and  to  be 
less  thrifty  looking.  Because  of  these  visual 
effects,  many  growers  were  shy  in 
maximizing  their  treated  acreage  even 
though  researchers  were  producing  test 
results  that  indicated  the  opposite.  Research 
data  indicated  that,  when 

recommendations  were  closely  followed, 
there  was  no  harm  to  the  stubble  yields  of 
LCP  85-384  the  next  year;  even  though  in 
early  spring  there  appeared  to  be,  and  when 
counts  were  made  by  mid  April  to  mid  May 
population  of  the  glyphosate  treated  plots 
were  greater  than  the  non  treated  checks. 
Dr  Ben  Legendre  presented  this  information 
many  times  at  producer  and  processor 
meetings,  but  still  the  industry  did  not 
maximize  treated  acreage  of  LCP  85-384. 

With  the  change  in  the  variety  makeup  of 
the  industry,  many  growers  are  now  of  the 
opinion  that  with  the  newer  varieties  (HoCP 
96-540,  L  99-226,  and  L  99-233)  they  are 
seeing  better  populations  in  stubble  crops 
after  glyphosate  ripener  application.  This 
observation  is  supported  by  data  collected 
by  Al  Orgeron,  Associate  County  Agent,  St. 
James  Parish,  LSU  AgCenter.  Al  is  in  the 
process  of  completing  the  requirements 
needed  to  get  his  PhD  and  is  lead  investigator 
for  the  AgCenter's  sugarcane  ripener 


12 


research.  In  his  presentation  at  the  Louisiana 
Division  ASSCT  meeting  this  February  he 
presented  data  collected  by  himself,  B.L. 
Legendre,  J.L.  Griffin,  K.A.  Gravois,  D.K. 
Miller  and  M.J.  Pontif  (LSU  AgCenter) 
during  20 10  on  the  effects  of  various  ripeners 
on  several  of  the  new  varieties.  The 
varieties  included  in  the  test  were  HoCP  96- 
540,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  and 
L  01-283.  The  replicated  plots  were  treated 
with  the  recommended  rates  of  glyphosate 
ripener  and  variable  rates  of  experimental 
ripeners  in  2009  to  compare  their  effects  on 
yields  and  stubbling  ability  of  the  various 
varieties.  Also  included  were  non  treated 
plots  for  checks;  spring  shoot  counts  were 
taken  in  2010  on  March  14,  March  19,  March 
30,  and  April  5  for  all  varieties  and  treatments. 


Looking  at  the  average  shoot  counts  for  all 
varieties,  there  was  a  significant  increase  in 
the  early  population  counts  for  the  glyphosate 
treated  plots  over  the  non  treated  plots.  The 
information  in  the  table  below  is  for  spring 
shoot  counts  averaged  across  the  varieties 
of  HoCP  96-540,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP 
00-950,  and  L  01-283. 

These  test  plots  were  established  at  the 
AgCenter's  Sugar  Station  which  is  located 
along  the  River  near  St.  Gabriel.  The  earlier 
populations  are  established  in  the  spring,  the 
higher  potential  for  an  increase  in  both 
tonnage  and  sucrose  content  resulting  in 
higher  yields;  no  matter  whether  the  fields 
are  near  the  River  or  the  Bayous  or  the  cane 
is  planted  in  sand  or  clay  soil. 


Spring  Shoot  Counts  Averaged  Across  Varieties' 


Date  of  Counts2 

Treatment 

3/14/10 

3/19/10 

3/30/10 

Glyphosate 

161 

233 

312 

Non  Treated 

94 

140 

204 

Percent  Increase 

71% 

76% 

53% 

4/5/10 
370 
249 

49% 


'Data  presented  by  Al  Orgeron,  LSU  AgCenter,  at  the  February  2011  Louisiana  Meeting  of 
ASSCT. 
2Number  of  shoots  per  50  ft. 
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Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Costs  of  Sugarcane  Fallow  Program  Options 


The  fallow  period  is  an  important  stage 
in  the  sugarcane  production  cycle, 
which  involves  plowing  out  older 
stubble  and  preparing  the  field  for  planting 
in  late  summer.  One  of  the  most  important 
practices  during  the  fallow  period  is  weed 
control.  Weed  problems  not  controlled  during 
the  fallow  period  will  carry  over  into  the  crop 
after  planting,  potentially  limiting  sugar 
production. 

The  fallow  period  is  also  an  important  time 
to  utilize  sound  farm  management  and 
production  decisions  in  a  cost  effective 
manner.  It  is  important  to  remember  that 
every  fallow  field  is  different.  When  you 
are  able  to  get  in  and  first  start  working,  the 
field  will  vary  with  soil  type,  field  conditions 
and  weather  conditions.  Weed  problems  on 
fallow  fields  will  not  be  the  same  across  all 
tracts.  Cost  effective  fallow  decisions 
require  that  each  fallow  field  be  treated 
differently,  utilizing  tillage  and  herbicide 
application  combinations  that  are  appropriate 
for  each  particular  situation  in  each  fallow 
field. 

In  planning  fallow  programs  for  this  year, 
it  is  important  to  plan  out  anticipated  field 
operations  and  have  an  idea  of  what  the 
variable  costs  (fuel,  labor,  herbicide)  will  be. 


Alternative  tillage  and  herbicide  choices  are 
available,  each  of  which  directly  impact 
fallow  program  costs. 

The  first  table  below  provides  variable 
cost  estimates  of  typical  field  operations 
utilized  during  sugarcane  fallow  periods. 
Cost  of  tillage  operations  vary  from  $3.62 
per  acre  for  bedding  up  to  $4.81  per  acre 
for  bottom  plowing.  Herbicide  application 
costs  for  a  3-row  boom  sprayer  are 
estimated  at  $4.05  per  acre.  These  costs 
are  based  on  a  fuel  price  of  $2.75/gal  and  a 
labor  charge  of  $9.60/hr. 
The  second  table  below  provides  herbicide 
cost  estimates  for  a  range  of  herbicides 
commonly  used  during  the  fallow  period. 
Application  rates  for  these  herbicides  are 
taken  from  the  2011  Sugarcane  Weed 
Control  Guide  (LSU  AgCenter).  Herbicide 
prices  were  collected  in  late  winter. 

To  aid  growers  in  planning  sugarcane 
fallow  operations  and  weed  control 
programs,  the  LSU  AgCenter  has  developed 
an  Excel  spreadsheet  based  decision  aid 
which  can  be  used  to  plan  out  fallow  field 
operations,  herbicide  applications  and 
projected  variable  costs.  The  purpose  of 
this  decision  aid  is  to  estimate  the  variable 
costs  of  currently  used  sugarcane  fallow 
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weed  control  programs  and  to  evaluate 
impact  on  fallow  costs  of  alternative  tillage 
operations  and/or  herbicide  choices  and 
applications. 

Variable  cost  estimated  for  fallow 
programs  includes  fuel,  labor  and  herbicide 
material  applied.  The  decision  aid  can 
handle  any  combination  of  tillage/herbicide 
fallow  programs.  Drop-down  menus  allow 
the  entry  of  field  operations,  equipment  size, 
field  speed,  times  over  as  well  as  herbicide 


applied.  When  a  herbicide  is  selected,  the 
model  will  automatically  provide 
recommended  application  rates  from  the  20 1 1 
LSU  AgCenter  Weed  Control  Guide  for  the 
herbicide  selected. 

The  Sugarcane  Fallow  Weed  Control 
Program  Producer  Decision  Aid  can  be 
obtained  by  contacting  your  county  agent  or 
by  downloading  it  directly  from  the  LSU 
AgCenter  Sugarcane  web  page. 


Estimated  variable  cost  of  sugarcane  fallow  tillage/herbicide  application  field 
passes 


Field 

Implement 

Tractor 

Operation  Variable 

Operation 

Size  (ft) 

Size  (hp) 

Cost  per  Acre1 

Disk 

20 

190 

$4.32 

Bottom  Plow 

18 

190 

$4.81 

Chisel  Plow 

16 

190 

$4.07 

Bed  up 

18 

190 

$3.62 

Boom  Sprayer 

18 

150 

$4.05 

1  Diesel  fuel  price  = 

:  $2.75/gal.  Labor  charge  =  $9.60/hr. 

Herbicide  cost 

options  for  sugarcane  fallow 

period  weed  control  in  2011 

Herbicide 

Per  Acre  Rate  for          Herbicide  Price 

Herbicide  Cost 

Material 

Broadcast  Application1 

per  Unit 

per  Acre  Range 

2,4-DAmine 

1.0-1.5  qt 

$3.38/qt 

$3.38-$5.07 

Atrazine  4L 

2.0-4.0  qt 

$3.88/qt 

$7.76-$  15.52 

Atrazine  90DF 

2.22-4.44  lb 

$3.20/lb 

$7.10-$14.20 

Direx  4L 

2.4-3  .Oqt 

$4.38/qt 

$10.51-$13.14 

Dupont  K-4 

3.75-4.0  lb 

$5.90/lb 

$22.13-$23.60 

Envoke 

0.1 5-0.20  oz 

$80.00/oz 

$12.00-$  16.00 

Eptam  7-E 

3.5-7.0  pt 

$5.00/pt 

$17.50-$35.00 

Generic  Glyphosate 

1.0-2. Oqt 

$6.00/qt 

$6.00-$  12.00 

Gramoxone  Inteon 

3.0  pt 

$  1 .70/pt 

$5.10 

Karmex  80DF 

3.0-3.75  lb 

$3.50/lb 

$10.50-$  13. 13 

Permit  75DF 

0.67-1.33  oz 

$2.75/oz 

$1.84-$3.66 

Prowl  3.3EC 

3.0  qt 

$5.50 

$16.50 

Roundup  Org  Max 

0.7-1. 4  qt 

$14.40/qt 

$10.08-$20.16 

Weed  master 

1 .5  pt 

$2.31/pt 

$3.47 

'Rates  based  on  201 1  Su£ 

areane  Weed  Manag 

emcnt  Guide  (LSU  AgCenter 

and  USDA-ARS). 
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COSPOBATIOIM 


FROM  THE  FIELD  TO  THE  FACTORy 


MONfRQN  Corporation  is  your  authorized  John  Been 
<f<'alfr  ft*/-  ait  <>i  \<>nr  >,  imv  harrr  stai'g  vquiprnvnl.  p^irt;% 
and  sev\  i<  e  twvds. 
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H  ONI  RON  Corporation 

P.O.  Box  620  •  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone  (337)  276-6314  -  Fax  (337)  276-3614 

saSes@honiron.com       www, Hon  iron. com 

Committed  to  Customer  Satisfaction 


^VTECAS^ 


^/UZERC^° 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
for  1 .  Call  Tommy  at  3 1 8-452-7945 
or  Byrns  at  3 18-452-5373. 

John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500, 
7400  Hi-crop-$  1 5 ,000;  4440-Hi-crop- 
$8,000;  Barco  Trans-loader-$9,000; 
12  foot  3  point  hitch  V-ditch;  3  row 
shaver;  chisel  plows;  set  of  iron 
wheels;  3  point  sprayer;  drain 
cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all  prices 
negotiable.  Call  985-637-7123  or 
985-805-0495. 
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8'  Hearne  Planter.  Call  Nick  at  225- 
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16,000  Gal.  Fuel  Storage  Tank  and 
Pump.   Call  Thomas  Viator  at  337- 
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W)  QQ     «J 

373-0801. 
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Digging  attachment  "dipstick"  for 
Cameco  Loader.  Call  Todd  at  337- 
923-4329. 

2002  Ury  Hi-boy  Sprayer,  60  ft. 
boom,  all  wheel  drive,  powered  by  JD 
engine  w/!ess  than  1,000  hrs.  - 
$45,000.  Call  337-278- 1 563  or  337- 
278-9102. 

Cajun  5-row  Sprayer;  Lilliston  Rolling 
Cultivator;  2  sets  of  42"  clamp  on 
duals.  Miscellaneous  attachments  for 
Prime  3-rovv  Cultivator.  Call  Willie 
at  337-540-4 183. 


GAM  Tire  Co. 


FOR   INFO   CALL 
POOCHIE 

337-276-6200 
337-319-0574 
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Supporting  The  League 
Charles  Gravois,  Farmer  of  the  Year 


At  our  annual  meeting  held  in 
February,  the  League's 
membership  approved  a  new 
membership  category.  The  new  "Supporting 
Member"  category  provides  an  opportunity 
for  interested  individuals  to  support  our 
industry. 

This  category  allows  those  who  work 
inside  the  industry,  such  as  mill  employees, 
equipment  dealers,  and  the  general  public  to 
keep  up  with  the  activities  of  the  League. 
This  non-voting  class  of  membership 
provides  the  League  with  a  new  opportunity 
to  share  information  about  the  important 
economic  and  cultural  roles  of  our  250  year 
old  industry.  Supporting  members  will  have 
access  to  the  League's  monthly  Sugar  News 
electronic  newsletter  as  well  as  other  e-news 
letters  from  the  American  Sugar  Alliance 
and  the  Sugar  Association  in  Washington. 
This  effort  will  create  an  avenue  to  better 
inform  the  public  of  the  League's  purpose, 
activities  and  mission  of  promoting  the  sugar 
industry. 

I  ask  all  of  our  current  members  to  extend 
an  invitation  to  individuals  in  your 
communities  to  join  as  supporting  members 


of  the  League.  This  category  is  all-inclusive. 
Invite  your  family  members,  community 
leaders,  and  individuals  from  all  walks  of  life 
to  join.  Also,  geographic  boundaries  are  no 
deterrent  to  membership.  Having  Supporting 
Members  from  outside  of  the  sugar  belt, 
outside  of  the  state,  or  even  outside  of  the 
country  will  help  to  spread  the  League's 
message  to  a  broader  base. 

We  have  established  a  nominal  lifetime 
fee  for  Supporting  Members  of  only  $10. 
Show  your  support  for  the  industry  by 
becoming  a  Supporting  Member.  An 
application  is  enclosed  in  the  center  of  the 
bulletin,  or  they  are  available  through  the 
League  office. 

Farmer  of  the  Year 

Louisiana's  2011  Farmer  of  the  Year  is 
sugarcane  farmer  Charles  Gravois,  Sr.  of 
St.  James  Parish.  We  congratulate  Mr. 
Gravois  for  receiving  this  prestigious  award. 

For  more  than  60  years  he  has  produced 
bumper  crop  after  bumper  crop  of 
sugarcane.  Gravois  was  one  of  three  finalists 
recognized  for  their  accomplishments  at  the 
Louisiana  Farmer  of  the  Year  Banquet  held 


at  Chef  John  Folse's  White  Oak  Plantation 
in  Baton  Rouge  Friday  (Feb.  25).  The  annual 
banquet  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Agri- 
News  Network  Inc.,  the  Louisiana  Farm 
Bureau  Federation,  the  LSU  AgCenter  and 
the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry.  Other  finalists  recognized  were 
Dennis  Kieffer,  of  Wheeling,  in  Winn  Parish, 
and  Bobby  Morris,  of  Port  Allen,  in  West 
Baton  Rouge  Parish. 

For  three  generations,  the  Gravois  family 
has  worked  the  fields  near  Vacherie 
producing  sugarcane,  cattle  and  soybeans. 
When  it  comes  to  cane,  Gravois  has  just 
about  seen  it  all.  From  the  mule-powered 
cane  carts  to  the  modern  cane  combine,  he 
has  watched  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  become  increasingly  mechanized. 
"Oh,  I've  seen  it  from  the  mule,  from  the 
hand,  everything  was  done  by  hand  mostly, 
like  weeding,  hoeing  and  hauling  cane," 
Gravois  said.  "One  of  the  first  tractors  I  saw 
was  with  iron  wheels.  And  now  the  combine 
harvester  has  iron  tracks,  so  that  concept  is 
still  iron  for  the  mobility  of  it.1' 

For  farmers,  the  weather  can  be  your 
friend  and  your  enemy.  Throughout  his  many 
growing  seasons,  Gravois  has  seen  droughts, 
hurricanes,  floods  and  freezes.  And  while 
hurricanes  can  wreak  havoc  on  a  cane  crop, 
cold  weather  can  ruin  it. 


"In  1989,  we  had  a  terrible  freeze.  I  think 
it  went  down  to  six  or  seven  degrees,  and  a 
lot  of  the  cane  froze.  You  can  always  salvage 
from  a  hurricane,  but  if  the  cane  goes  sour, 
it  is  not  salvageable,"  Gravois  said. 

We  also  congratulate  West  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  sugarcane  farmer  Bobby  Morris  for 
being  selected  as  a  finalist  for  the  award. 
Farming  has  been  a  tradition  in  the  Morris 
family,  so  it  was  not  a  surprising  career 
choice  for  him.  But  the  crop  he  now  grows 
is  somewhat  new  to  the  family. 
"Being  a  fourth-generation  farmer,  it  kind 
of  came  natural  to  me.  We  used  to  be  grain 
farmers,  then  made  the  transition  to 
sugarcane  at  the  end  of  the  1980s.  It's  been 
sugarcane  ever  since,"  Morris  said. 

Morris  grows  seed  cane  for  other 
producers  in  the  area.  In  order  to  ensure  his 
seed  cane  is  of  the  highest  quality,  Morris 
employs  a  strategy  that  gets  the  whole  family 
involved. 

"If  we  see  stalks  of  Johnson  grass  in  our 
seed  cane,  farmers  don't  want  that.  They 
don't  want  to  buy  that.  So  what  we  do,  my 
wife  and  I,  my  parents,  we  strap  on  backpack 
sprayers  with  Round  Up  and  walk  all  of  our 
seed  cane,"  Morris  said. 

(The  LSU  AgCenter  contributed  to  this 
report.) 


Charles  Gravois,  Sr.  accepts  the  20 1 1 
Louisiana  Farmer  of  the  Year  award. 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  /  ■Ot-0~JL/\TN  Yj  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 


www.  louisianalandbank 


ank.com. 
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ProSressive  Tractor 
Implement  Co.,  Inc. 
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USED  CASE  IH  MODELS: 


STARTING  PRICE 


MAGNUM  305 
MAGNUM  275 
MAGNUM  245 
MAGNUM  215 
PUMA  195 
MXM  190 
MX  285 
MXM  155 
MX  180 
MAG  8940 
MAG  8950 
MAG  8920 
MAG  8930  -2WD 
MAG  7120 -2WD 
MAG  7240 
STX  435  4WD 
STX  380  4WD 
STX  385  4WD 
STX  375  4WD 


5  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 

3  AVAILABLE 

3  AVAILABLE 
2  AVAILABLE 

4  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 

1  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 

1  AVAILABLE 

3  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 

4  AVAILABLE 
2  AVAILABLE 


$120,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$110,000 

$75,000 

$55,000 

$70,000 

$50,000 

$46,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$30,000 

$42,000 

$25,000 

$40,000 

$170,000 

$150,000 

$150,000 

$85,000 


Visit  our  Website  at  WWW.PR0GRESSIVE-TRACT0R.COM 


LOCATIONS: 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Another  Stop-Gap  Spending  Bill,  Another  Deadline 

USDA  Mid-Year  Market  Review  Coming 

Trade  Update 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Congress  has  approved  what  could  be 
the  "final"  continuing  resolution  to 
keep  the  government  functioning  for 
three  more  weeks,  ending  April  8th.  It 
appears  that  the  Administration  and 
Congressional  leadership  are  now  focusing 
on  a  spending  package  to  fund  the  remaining 
months  of  the  current  fiscal  year  (ending 
September  30).  Success  or  failure  of  this 
endeavor  will  decide  whether  or  not  the 
government  is  shutting  down  on  April  9th. 

USDA    Mid-Year    Market     Review 
Coming 

The  mid-year  review  of  sugar  supplies  and 
consumption  has  begun  and  USDA  may  have 
a  decision  before  you  receive  this.  Recall 
that  the  '08  Farm  Bill  required  the  Secretary 
to  review  supplies  and  consumption  at  the 
middle  of  the  marketing  year,  April  1 ,  to 
determine  if  more  supplies  are  needed  to  fill 
demand  before  October  1  (the  beginning  of 
the  next  marketing  year.)  Since  Louisiana 
can  begin  harvesting  in  the  latter  part  of 


September,  when  sugarbeet  farmers  start 
their  harvest,  the  first  few  months  of  the 
marketing  year  are  always  effectively  over- 
supplied  by  new-crop  sugar.  The  Secretary's 
mid-year  decision  on  whether  to  increase 
supply  and,  if  so,  how  much,  occurs  when 
the  bulk  of  the  domestic  harvest  has  been 
completed.  This  gives  the  Secretary  time  to 
better  determine  Mexican  shipping  intentions 
and  domestic  consumption  levels. 

Cane  and  sugarbeet  representatives  met 
with  acting  Undersecretary  Michael  Scuse 
in  mid-March  to  discuss  the  current  market 
situation.  As  a  group  whose  diverse 
members  have  different  perspectives  on 
whether  and  how  much  sugar  supplies  should 
be  increased  at  this  time,  we  urged  the 
Secretary  and  the  program  staff  to  talk  to 
industry  leaders  to  gain  a  broad  perspective 
on  the  needs  of  the  market  before  making  a 
decision.  We  pointed  out  how  important  it  is 
for  him  to  have  an  accurate  reading  of 
Mexican  intentions  and  potential  as  the 
wildcard  in  the  North  American  market.  We 


noted  that  current  world  prices  reflect  the 
inherent  instability  of  a  "world"  market  that 
is  predominately  a  dumping  ground  for 
surplus  stocks  from  around  the  world. 

When  the  price/production  programs 
operated  by  the  governments  of  virtually  all 
of  the  world's  raw  sugar-producing  countries 
results  in  excess  supply,  those  governments 
dump  surplus  stocks  on  the  bargain- 
basement  world  market  to  recapture  some 
of  the  costs  of  their  self-sufficiency 
programs.  When  a  sugar-producing  country 
produces  only  enough  sugar  to  fill  local, 
domestic  consumption,  there  is  nothing  to 
dump  on  the  world  market.  In  this  scenario, 
the  government  bears  the  full  cost  of  policies 
designed  to  maximize  production  in  the  name 
of  self-sufficiency.  Those  relying  on  a  steady 
source  of  sugar  dumped  at  prices  well  below 
the  world's  costs  of  production  discover  that 
the  bargain  basement  prices  also  rise  when 
demand  (and  fevered  speculation)  outstrips 
surplus  supplies  in  the  short-term. 

A  world  market  built  on  surplus  stocks  has 
resulted  in  a  price  spike  not  seen  since  the 
1970's,  a  period  where  world  raw  sugar 
prices  might  be  40+  cents/lb  one  year  and  6 
cents  the  next.  That  volatility  and  the 
difficulty  of  any  sugar  business  to  develop  a 
budget  plan  when  prices  were  subject  to  such 
mercurial  rises  and  falls,  led  Congress  to 
create  a  new  sugar  program  in  the  early 
1980's.  This  program,  as  it  has  evolved,  has 
assimilated  increased  trade  commitments. 
This  makes  the  US  unique  as  one  of  few 
major  sugar  producers  in  the  world  that 
reserves  a  significant  portion  of  its  domestic 
market  (roughly  15%)  for  its  world  trade 
partners.  While  there  is  still  much  to  be  done, 
this  program  has  worked  while  incorporating 
NAFTA  commitments  that  allow  Mexico  to 
ship  100%  of  its  sugar  to  the  US.  While  we 
can  and  have  argued  that  the  administration 
of  the  sugar  program  in  past  decades  have 
led  to  prices  at  or  near  the  break-even  point 


for  raw  sugar  producers  in  the  United  States, 
this  Administration  has  operated  the  program 
with  admirable  restraint. 

While  the  world  sugar  market  has  always 
been  subject  to  short-term  spikes  (limited 
surplus  stocks)  and  long-term  troughs 
(plentiful  surplus  stocks),  the  high  prices  that 
the  market  is  currently  experiencing  are  not 
occurring  in  isolation.  Virtually  all  commodity 
prices  remain  at  elevated  levels.  Speculation 
has  been  blamed  for  much  of  the  jump  in 
many  trading  pits  and  speculation  was  almost 
certainly  a  factor  in  the  beginning  of  the  run- 
up of  world  sugar  prices.  But  we  all  know 
that  sugar  prices  will  come  down  when 
world  production  responds  to  today's  higher 
prices.  If  world  governments  increase  their 
guaranteed  prices  for  raw  sugar,  more  is 
likely  to  be  produced  and  more  will  be 
available  for  sale  into  the  world  market.  If 
Nature  smiles  on  farmers  around  the  world, 
prices  will  fall  as  surpluses  increase.  The 
best  cure  for  high  prices  is  high  prices. 

Trade  Update 

WTO  talks  on  the  Doha  Round  of  trade 
agreements  continue  to  show  that  there  is 
little  agreement  among  the  negotiating  parties 
once  you  move  beyond  lofty  goals  to  the  give 
and  take  inherent  in  balancing  competing 
interests.  Talks  to  develop  a  Trans-Pacific 
Partnership  seem  to  be  sailing  through  similar 
calming  seas.  Sugar  representatives  met 
with  USTR's  Special  Agricultural  Negotiator, 
Isi  Siddiqui,  recently  to  remind  the 
Ambassador  and  his  staff  of  the  issues  and 
concerns  of  the  US  sugar  industry. 

Currently,  Congress  and  the  Administration 
continue  to  debate  the  process  for  considering 
the  three,  previously  negotiated  bilateral 
agreements  that  remain  unapproved:  Korea, 
Panama  and  Colombia.  Recent  press 
indicates  that  the  Korean  pact  could  be  ready 
for  consideration,  while  other  reports  indicate 
that  important  factions  of  Congress  are 


pushing  for  re-packaging  the  three  treaties 
into  one  piece  of  legislation  for  one  up-or- 
down  vote. 

USDA  WASDE  March  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  March  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use  made  minor  changes 
to  2009/10  estimates  that  resulted  in  a  7,000 
ton  increase  in  beginning  stocks  for  20 10/1 1 . 
Domestic  production  is  lowered  by  60,000 
tons  to  7,950,000  tons  due  to  another  drop  in 
Florida  projections .  Beet  production  remains 
at  4,800,000  and  cane  production  falls  to 
3,210,000  tons  from  3,310,000  tons. 
Louisiana  production  remains  at  1,400,000 
tons,  while  Florida  production  falls  to 
1,440,000  tons.  Imports  are  lowered  to 
3,135,00  tons  from  3,245,000  tons  due  to  a 
110,000  ton  drop  in  projected  Mexican 


shipments.  As  a  result,  total  supply  drops  to 
12,595,000  tons  from  12,758,000  tons  last 
month.  Exports  remain  at  225,000  tons, 
deliveries  stay  at  11,185,000  tons,  and  total 
use  remains  at  11,410,000  tons.  Ending 
stocks  are  decreased  to  1 ,185,000  tons  from 
1 ,348 ,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  for 
September  201 1  is  projected  at  10.4  percent 
versus  11.8  percent  last  month.  If  USDA 
reallocates  unutilized  TRQs,  as  is  wisely 
anticipated,  the  resulting  addition  of  90,000 
tons  of  available  supplies  would  bring  the 
stocks/use  ratio  back  up  to  11 .2  percent. 

USDA  made  no  changes  to  Mexican  2009/ 
10  estimates.  For  2010/11,  Mexican 
production  falls  100,000  tons  to  5,550,000 
tons.  Imports  remain  at  290,000  tons, 
domestic  use  stays  at  4,629,000  tons,  and 
exports  are  decreased  by  100,000  tons  to 
1,232,000  tons,  leaving  ending  stocks  at 
952,000  tons. 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 


At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


^,A,: 
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Kenneth  Guillory 
New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Trade  Rodriguez 
New  Iberia 


Confirm 


2F  INSECTICIDE 


Now  offered  by  Gowan  Company 

•  Superior  control  of  sugarcane  borers 

•  Proven  performance  under  all 
environmental  conditions 


•  Excellent  residual  control  on  borer 
pests 

•  Low  impact  on  the  environment  and 
beneficials 

Awarded  the  Presidential 
Green  Chemistry  Award 


"Having    worked    with    Confirm    since    its 


es,  I  can  attest  to  the 
product's  proven  performance  in  managing 


ions  in  the  touahesl 


conditions. 


Gowan 


insects  we  never  knew  we  had  before. 
Its  product  safety,  narrow  spectrum,  and 
long  residual  make  Confirm  a  major  tool  in 
sugarcane  IPM." 

Blaine  Viator,  Ph.D. 

Certified  Independent  Agricultural  Consultant 


800.883.1844  •  www.cn 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


mmtm 


This  month's  article  is  provided  by  Dr.  Vadim  Kochergin,  LSU  AgC enter  -  Audubon 
Sugar  Institute,  St.  Gabriel,  LA.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  several  projects  that 
were  worked  on  by  Dr.  Kochergin  during  2010.  The  projects  were  supported  in  part 
with  funding  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 's  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee. 


Summary  Report  on  ASCL  Funded  Proposals 
For  The  2010  Grinding  Season 


Design  and  operation  of  low 
turbulence  clarifier  -  A  pilot  rig 
has  been  constructed  to  address 
potential  air  bubble  entrainment  in  the 
clarifier  pre-distribution  system.  Water  tests 
during  the  summer  of  2010  demonstrated 
that  air  entrainment  could  occur  in  case  of 
free  waterfall  in  the  pre-distribution  lines. 
With  the  proper  pre-distribution,  existing 
design  of  turbulence  reduction  devices  did 
not  show  any  problems  with  flows  up  to  140 
gpm  per  device  (design  flow  is  100  gpm).  A 
trough  type  pre-distribution 
system  was  designed  together 
with  the  specialists  from 
Sterling  Sugars  factory.  A 
newly  designed  20  ft.  clarifier 
with  9  turbulence  reduction 
devices  was  constructed  and 
water  tested  during  the 
summer. 

The  new  clarifier  has  been 
operating  reliably  at  a  flow  rate 
of  750  gpm  with  a  very  short 


35  minutes  residence  time.  Performance  of 
the  new  clarifier  exceeded  an  SRI  clarifier 's 
performance  with  45  minutes  residence  time 
by  an  average  of  20  %.  The  results  are 
shown  in  the  figure  below.  Towards  the  end 
of  season,  the  difference  in  turbidity  tended 
to  decrease  as  the  absolute  values 
approached  30-40  NTU.  Two  special  tests 
have  been  run,  where  the  clarifier  throughput 
was  increased  to  1000- 1 100  gpm  without  the 
loss  of  efficiency.  The  capital  cost  of  the 
new  design  was  estimated  at  30-40  %  of  a 
conventional  design. 


CJ  Turbidity  f  %  Difference  (from  SRI) 


1 1 


Crystal  size  analysis  -  Analysis  of  crystal 
size  and  uniformity  was  continued  to  assist 
the  mills  in  "tuning  up"  the  boiling  house  as 
well  as  in  the  special  projects.  Over  315 
samples  have  been  processed  during  the 
grinding  season.  Several  special  projects 
were  carried  out  per  managers'  request  at 
Lula  ,Alma,  Westfield  and  Lafourche  mills. 
Crystal  size  analysis  was  accompanied  by 
Nutsch  samples,  and  the  whole  "profile"  of 
the  boiling  house  was  evaluated. 

Belt  mud  filter  performance  at 
Raceland  -  Performance  of  a  belt  type 
Technopulp  mud  filter  was  evaluated  in  terms 
of  mud  desweetening,  water  usage,  etc. 
Analytical  information  and  mass  balance 
calculations  and  comparison  with 
conventional  rotary  drum  filters  are  being 
summarized.  Raceland  sugar  mill  presented 
the  results  at  the  ASSCT 
meeting. 

Heat  release  from  sugar 
pile  at  Cora-Texas  -  It  has 
been  proposed  to  use  ambient 
air  when  the  conditions  are  right 
to  release  heat  from  the  core  of 
a  sugar  pile.  A  system  was 
designed  and  installed  at  Cora- 
Texas  warehouse  that  included 
a  Roots  blower  and  a  control 
system  activating  the  blower  at 
certain  air  parameters.  Air 
temperature     and     relative 
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humidity  were  continuously  measured  in 
seven  different  points  across  the  pile.  The 
conditions  were  compared  with  the 
unventilated  portion  of  the  pile  in  the  same 
warehouse.  The  graph  below  indicates  that 
some  cooling  takes  place  in  the  experimental 
section  while  there  is  a  slight  upward  trend 
in  the  non- ventilated  portion  of  the  pile.  The 
results  were  reported  to  the  stakeholders  at 
the  ASSCT  meeting. 

Sugars  TM  modeling  -  A  training 
session  has  been  carried  out  for  Audubon 
Sugar  and  LA  mill  specialists  in  Sugars  TM 
modeling  software.  It  has  been  used  by 
specialists  from  LASUCA  to  evaluate 
various  options  for  raw  color  improvements 
at  their  mill.  Work  is  planned  to  continue 
during  the  next  crop. 
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Bodney's  Welding  Ser„,Ce 

Fabricating  and  Repairing  Sugarcane  Equipment 


Shop: 


780  East  Main  St.,  Lockport,  LA 
985-532-5746  Cell:   985-209-1192 


Sunshine 

Equipment  Co*,  Inc. 


John  Deere  9400 
$68,000 


Differential  Lock 

12/2  Power  Shift  Transmission 

4  Cast  Wheels  20.8R42 

4  Steel  Duals  20.8R42 

6431  hours 

AM-FM  Radio  W/4  Speakers 

3-Rear  Remotes 

New  Cab  Interior 

300  PTO  HP 

Tractor  was  a  farm  tractor, 
NOT  a  commercial  scraper  tractor! 


McCormick  MC90 
$27,000 


Reverser  Transmission 

Speeds  Forward:   16 

Speeds  Reverse:   12 

3544  hours 

PTO:  540 

SCVs:  2 

4  front  weights 

90  HP 
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Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 

ISD" 

Thifoodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 
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Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


it 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussard  and  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


4  Cylinder,  10  Ton 
Cane  Wagon 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3 1 98 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


Budgeting  for  Sugarcane  Fertilizer  Costs  in  2011 


Fbrtilizer  costs  for  sugarcane  production 
in  20 1 1  will  be  higher  compared  to  last 
year.  Although  fertilizer  prices  are  not 
as  high  as  they  were  in  2009,  growers  should 
budget  for  increased  fertilizer  expenses  in 
2011. 

USDA  reported  the  prices  paid  index  for 
fertilizer  in  February  was  at  287,  up  3.6 
percent  from  January  and  2 1  percent  above 
February  2010.  Prices  were  reported  higher 
for  nitrogen,  phosphate  and  potash,  as  well 
as  mixed  fertilizers. 

Last  month,  fertilizer  prices  reported  by 
DTN  were  higher  than  a  year  earlier, 
primarily  for  nitrogen  and  phosphorous 
sources.  Urea  was  reported  at  $490  per 
ton,  up  from  $417  a  year  ago.  DAP  was 
reported  at  $681  per  ton,  up  from  $483  a 
year  ago.  Potash  prices  were  only  slightly 
higher,  $583  per  ton  up  from  $507  a  year 
ago. 

In  the  projected  sugarcane  production 
cost  reports  published  each  January  by  the 
LSU  AgCenter,  fertilizer  prices  are  collected 
locally  in  December,  averaged  and  included 
as  the  projected  fertilizer  price  for  the 
coming  crop  year.  Prices  for  N,  P,  and  K 
per  pound  of  active  ingredient  in  the  20 1 1 
projected  costs  were  set  at  $0.51  /lb  of  N, 


$0.63/lb  of  P,  and  $0.48/lb  of  K.  These  prices 
compare  to  $0.42,  $0.39  and  $0.48  for  2010 
and  $0.53,  $0.88  and  $0.75  for  2009.  For 
the  2011  crop  year,  fertilizer  costs  are 
projected  to  account  for  23.3  percent  total 
farm  sugarcane  variable  costs. 

The  tables  that  follow  present  projected 
sugarcane  fertilizer  costs  per  acre  in  20 1 1 
for  recommended  application  rates  of 
nitrogen,  phosphorous  and  potassium,  based 
on  LSU  AgCenter  recommendations. 
Nitrogen  costs  are  projected  to  range 
between  $30.60  and  $51.00  per  acre  for 
plant-cane  and  $40.80  to  $61.20  per  acre 
for  stubble  cane.  These  cost  projections  are 
about  $5  to  $  1 0  per  acre  higher  than  in  20 1 0 . 

If  phosphorous  applications  are 
recommended  from  soil  tests,  costs  are 
projected  to  range  between  $25.20  and 
$37.80  per  acre,  depending  upon  crop  age 
and  soil  test  results.  These  costs  are  about 
$10  to  $15  per  acre  higher  than  in  2010.  If 
potassium  applications  are  required, 
projected  costs  are  expected  to  range 
between  $38.40  and  $67.20  per  acre,  similar 
to  projected  potash  costs  for  the  2010  crop 
year. 

It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  nitrogen 
recommendations  are  based  on  levels  which 
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optimize  sugar  per  acre,  not  cane  tonnage. 
Increased  nitrogen  application  rates  above 
recommended  levels  may  increase  tons  of 
cane  per  acre,  but  can  also  decrease  sugar 
per  ton.  The  economic  implication  of  higher 
than  recommended  nitrogen  application 
rates  is  higher  fertilization  costs  per  acre  in 
return  for  an  equal  or  reduced  sugar  income 
per  acre,  thereby  reducing  net  farm  returns 
to  the  grower.  Nitrogen  fertilizer  is 
recommended  to  be  applied  between  April 
1  and  April  30.  Applications  of  phosphorous 


and  potassium  should  be  based  on  soil  test 
results.  Each  ton  of  cane  utilizes 
approximately  1  lb  of  P.,0  and  3  lbs  of  K.O. 
Fertilizer  is  one  of  the  primary  crop 
production  inputs  whose  application  rate  can 
be  varied  based  upon  input  prices  as  well  as 
crop  and  soil  conditions.  Adjusting 
applications  of  N,  P  and  K  to  amounts 
required  on  a  tract  by  tract  basis  will  help 
ensure  maximum  economic  returns  per  dollar 
of  fertilizer  input  invested  in  the  crop. 


Projected  Nitrogen  Costs  for  2011  Sugarcane  Crop 


Sugarcane 

SoH 

Nitrogen  Rate 

Nitrogrn  Cost 

Crop 

Type 

Rate(lbs  N/acre) 

(@$0.51/lbN) 

Plant-cane 

Light 

60-80 

$30.60 -$40.80 

Plant-cane 

Heavy 

80-100 

$40.80 -$51.00 

Stubble 

Light 

80-100 

$40.80 -$51.00 

Stubble 

Heavy 

100-120 

$51.00 -$61.20 

Projected  Phosphorous  Costs  for  2011  S 

ugarcane  Crop 

Soil 

Plant-cane  Rate 

Stubble-cane  Rate 

Phosphorous  Cost 

Test 

(lbs  P/acre) 

(lbs  P/acre) 

(@$0.63/lb  P) 

Very  low 

50 

60 

$31.50 -$37.80 

Low 

45 

50 

$28.35 -$31.50 

Medium 

40 

40 

$25.20 

High 

0 

0 

— 

Very  high 

0 

0 

— 

Projected  Potassium  Costs  for  2011  Sugarcane  Crop 

Soil 

Plant-cane  Rate 

Stubble-cane  Rate 

Potassium  Cost 

Test 

(lbs  K/acre) 

(lbs  K/acre) 

(@$().48/lbK) 

Very  low 

120 

140 

$57.60 -$67.20 

Low 

110 

120 

$52.80 -$57.60 

Medium 

SO 

80 

$38.40 

High 

0 

0 

— 

Very  high 

0 

0 

— 

16 


To  Keep,  or  not  to  Keep? 
That  is  the  Question 

By:  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 


As  the  cool  winter  nights  give  way  to 
warm  spring  mornings  and  the  brisk 
March  winds  make  their  return, 
there's  a  new  crop  of  green  streaming  across 
sugarcane  country.  The  familiar  sight  is  the 
welcomed  beginning  of  a  new  crop  year  for 
Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers.  It  also  means 
there's  lots  of  work  to  do  as  growers  plan 
their  field  activities  to  optimize  production  and 
take  advantage  of  any  break  that  Mother 
Nature  will  give.  As  new  field  maps  are 
developed  and  consideration  is  given  to  which 
fields  will  be  kept  or  plowed,  a  familiar 
question  arises  once  again;  how  much  stubble 
should  be  kept  and  how  much  old  stubble  is 
too  much  old  stubble?  Over  the  years  I  have 
come  to  realize  that  different  growers  have 
different  philosophies  concerning  this  topic 
and  no  two  farms  will  be  the  same.  Visiting 
growers  in  the  spring  and  riding  past  those 
questionable  fields  of  second  or  older  stubble 
cane,  it  is  sometimes  tough  to  advise  them, 
with  certainty,  that  a  particular  field  will  be 
profitable. 

The  economic  considerations  involved  in 
this  decision  were  addressed  in  the  February 
201 1  Sugar  Bulletin.  Dr.  Mike  Salassi  wrote 
an  excellent  article  about  determining  the 


breakeven  yield  of  a  third  stubble  crop.  He 
has  suggested  that  if  a  third  stubble  field  is 
projected  to  produce  approximately  70-75% 
of  the  simple  average  yield  of  the  previous 
three  years  (plant  cane,  first  and  second 
stubble)  then  it  should  meet  the  break-even 
yield  criteria.  The  forecast  for  improved 
sugar  prices  for  the  near  future  will 
undoubtedly  weigh  in  to  the  decision  to  keep 
more  fields  for  sugar  production  this  year. 

Most  growers  will  simply  rely  on  their  "gut" 
feeling  to  decide  whether  it  is  profitable  to 
keep  older  stubble  fields.  That's  o.k.  for 
seasoned  growers  whose  experience  has 
served  them  well.  But,  there's  no  substitution 
for  accurate  farm  records  to  help  a  grower 
make  clear-cut  decisions  on  which  fields 
should  be  kept  in  production.  Quite  often  a 
grower  will  look  at  past  performance  of  the 
field  and  other  important  factors  such  as  what 
variety  is  planted  or  whether  a  ripener  was 
used  this  past  year  (or  in  how  many  of  the 
past  years).  Weed  control  and/or  disease 
considerations  will  often  enter  into  the 
decision  as  well  as  field  conditions  from 
harvesting  and/or  date  of  harvest.  Many 
growers  are  combining  blocks  of  cane  while 
precision  leveling  fields  for  drainage  and  must 
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keep  some  fields  longer  than  others.  There 
are  a  host  of  reasons  to  keep  (or  not  to  keep) 
a  field  of  cane,  but  one  thing  for  sure  is  that 
it's  best  to  base  your  decision  on  facts  and 
that  those  facts  are  right  for  your  situation. 
A  handy  method  for  estimating  the 
potential  yield  of  a  field  of  sugarcane  is  to 
count  the  number  of  primary  shoots  in  a 
given  length  of  row.  This  number  will  be 
used  to  determine  the  stalk  population  in  the 
field.  If  stands  are  fairly  uniform,  with  no 
large  gaps,  this  number  should  be  fairly 
representative  of  the  field  in  consideration. 
In  most  years  it's  easier  to  do  this  in  March 
or  April  so  that  fields  can  be  cultivated, 
sprayed  and  fertilized  in  a  timely  manner.  If 
there  are  only  a  few  fields  in  question,  a 
grower  may  even  wait  a  bit  later  to  make  a 
final  decision.  There  are  many  ways  to  come 
up  with  an  estimated  yield  potential,  but  here 
are  a  few  suggestions.  A  tally  counter  with 
a  pen  and  pad  or  some  other  method  of 
remembering  the  counts  will  be  needed.  A 
measuring  tape  is  useful  to  determine  the 
area  to  be  counted,  but  a  suggested  technique 
is  to  use  a  10  ft.  length  of  PVC  pipe  and 
randomly  place  the  pipe  in  the  furrow 
between  two  rows  to  be  counted.  Each  time 
the  rows  on  each  side  of  the  pipe  are  counted, 
simply  divide  the  total  number  of  shoots  by 
20  and  that  will  give  you  an  average  number 
of  shoots  per  foot  of  row.  Several  areas  of 
the  field  may  need  to  be  counted  to  get  a 
fair  judgment.  Next,  it  is  important  to  know 
the  variety  of  cane  in  the  field  to  estimate 
the  average  stalk  weight  for  that  variety. 
Table  1  shows  the  average  stalk  weight  for 
commercial  varieties  in  second  and  third 
stubble  from  hundreds  of  variety  trials  over 
the  last  several  years.  Since  most  varieties 
have  an  average  stalk  weight  of  1 .5  to  2  lbs., 
these  stalk  weights  are  used  in  Table  2  to 
show  the  theoretical  tons  of  cane  per  acre 
for  given  shoots/foot  of  row  plus  the 
estimated  number  of  tillers.    A  general  rule 


Table  1:  Average  stalk  weight  of 
commercial  varieties  in  2nd  and  3rd 
Stubble  Crops. 


Variety 

Average  Stalk 
Weight  (lbs) 

LCP  85-384 

1.54 

Ho  95-988 

1.83 

HoCP  96-540 

1.90 

L97-128 

1.92 

L  99-226 

2.19 

L  99-233 

1.60 

HoCP  00-950 

1.71 

L01-283 

1.63 

L  01-299 

1.74 

of  thumb  is  that  the  higher  the  number  of 
primary  shoots/foot  of  row,  the  lower  the 
number  of  tillers  that  will  survive  to  make  a 
millable  stalk.  Keep  in  mind  that  some  of 
the  spring  shoots  (even  primary  shoots)  will 
be  lost  due  to  cultivation,  insect  damage  and 
other  causes,  so  conservative  estimates 
should  be  used.  While  it  is  possible  that  many 
tillers  will  be  produced  per  primary  shoot,  it 
is  likely  that  only  2  or  3  tillers  will  produce  a 
stalk  for  harvest.  Additional  stress  factors 
such  as  weed  competition,  diseases  and/or 
lodging  may  also  lower  the  actual  yields  that 
a  grower  will  harvest  from  any  given  field. 
Past  experience  has  shown  that  quite  often 
older  stubble  cane  is  more  vulnerable  to 
stress  and  ideal  growing  conditions  are 
needed  to  achieve  the  full  potential.  The 
estimated  tons/acre  yields  found  in  table  2 
are  based  on  a  72  inch  row  width.  If  your 
farm  has  70"  or  68"  rows,  the  factors  in  Table 
3  will  need  to  be  applied  to  the  results  to 
account  for  the  additional  linear  feet  of  row 
for  these  row  widths. 


IX 


Example: 

A  field  of  HoCP  96-540  with  72"  row 
width 

3  counts  of  20  ft.  lengths  =  120  total 
primary  shoots 

120  primary  shoots/  60ft.  =  2  shoots/ft. 

Since  HoCP  96-540  has  an  average  1 .9 
lb.  stalk  weight  use  2  lb.  stalk  weight 
for  the  estimate.  Also  estimate  2 
tillers  plus  2  primary  shoots  =  29.0 
tons/acre.  If  10%  is  lost  to 
environmental  effects,  a  grower  may 


If  your  row  width  is  70"  multiply  29.0 
tons/acre  by  1.029  =  29.8  tons/acre. 
A  similar  10%  reduction  would  yield 
26.8  tons/acre. 
Hopefully  this  information  will  help 
growers  to  determine  which  fields  will  be 
worth  keeping  for  sugar  production  during 
20 1 1 .  Growers  are  reminded  to  continue  to 
follow  recommended  practices  and  plan 
ahead  to  maintain  a  rotation  that  is  close  to 
normal  to  maximize  yields  over  their  whole 
farm  year  in  and  year  out. 


expect  26.1  tons/acre. 

Table  2:    Theoretical  Tons/ Acre  for  given  stalk  weights,  number  of  shoots  /foot 
of  row  and  estimated  tillers 

72  inch  row  width 


1.5  lb.  Stalk  Weight 

Estimated  tons  for  shoots/foot  +  tillers 

No.  shoots/foot 

shoots  +  1  tiller 

shoots  +  2  tillers 

shoots  +  3  tillers 

1 

10.9 

16.3 

21.8 

2 

16.3 

21.8 

27.2 

3 

21.8 

27.2 

32.7 

1.7  lb.  Stalk  Weight 

Estimated  tons  for  shoots/foot  +  tillers 

i        No.  shoots/foot 

shoots  +  1  tiller 

shoots  +  2  tillers 

shoots  +  3  tillers 

1 

12.3 

18.5 

24.7 

2 

18.5 

24.7 

30.9 

1                   3 

24.7 

30.9 

37.0 

I       2  lb.  Stalk  Weight 

Estimated  tons  for  shoots/foot  +  tillers 

!        No.  shoots/foot 

shoots  +  1  tiller 

shoots  +  2  tillers 

shoots  +  3  tillers 

1 

14.5 

21.8 

29.0 

!                  2 

21.8 

29.0 

36.3 

3 

29.0 

36.3 

43.6 

Table  3:  Linear  Row  Feet/Acre  for 
Given  Row  Widths  and  factors  needed 
to  adjust  for  alternate  row  width 


Row  Width 

Linear  Feet 

(Inches) 

/Acre 

Factor 

72 

7260 

1.000 

70 

7467 

1.029 

68 

7687 

1.059     1 

fOlJ 

P; ';:on 

P/l'         •     P.         .'     'Vr"' 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


19 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


^   OOAtTALPIPE 

} OE±OU!SmNA  INC 

P .  0.  B  o  x  99  •  C  a  rencr o ,  L  A  •  7  0  5  2  0 
(0)337  896-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12/jt. 

2-3/8"   Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Structural $36.00/jt 

Mc^e  sizes  avail  aide  ♦  TYuotei^  RVftiLftbLe 
€3 1  N  W  Evangel  ine  Thrwy  -  Exr  7 
337  896-8462 -Ask  for  Terri 
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/-fr]  PUPAE 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 

cd.  proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


Lafourche-Terrebonne  Soil  and  Water 
Conservation  District  is  accepting 
Telephone  Bids  for  a  Geo  Star  GPS 
Landforming  Survey  System;  items  include 
Trimble  AgGPS  124  DG  PS/Beacon  - 
Receiver  System/Antenna  -  TOPO  Link  GPS 
Unit  TL  42-E  and  GIS  Arc  View  Mapping 
Software.  Telephone  Bids  are  accepted 
between  the  hours  of  7:30am  to  4:00  pm  at 
985-447-3871  ext.  3.  Equipment  can  be 
viewed  at  143  Laura  Drive,  Thibodaux,  LA. 
Deadline  for  bid  is  April  20,  2011  at  4:00 
pm.  If  awarded  the  bid  it  is  your 
responsibility  to  collect  the  equipment  within 
seven  days. 


GAM  Tire  Co 


FOR  INFO  CALL 
POOCHIE 

337-276-6200 
337-319-0574 


-*V*E  CAST-, 


^/UZERTo^ 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle    LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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So  simple,  it's  genius 


Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 

•  Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 

•  Independent  propulsion  and  steering 

•  Operator  preferred  controls 


John  Deere 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off -Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
each.  Call  Tommy  at  3 18-452-7945 
or  Byrns  at  318-452-5373. 

John  Deere  Tractors,  4640-$9500, 
7400  Hi-crop-$  1 5 ,000;  4440-Hi-crop- 
$8,000;  Barco  Trans-loader-$9,000; 
12  foot  3  point  hitch  V-ditch;  3  row 
shaver;  chisel  plows;  set  of  iron 
wheels;  3  point  sprayer;  drain 
cleaner;  fuel  tanks,  all  prices 
negotiable.  Call  985-637-7123  or 
985-805-0495. 

8' Hearne  Planter.  Call  Nick  at  225- 
806-8560. 

16,000  Gal.  Fuel  Storage  Tank  and 
Pump.  Call  Thomas  Viator  at  337- 
373-0801. 

Digging  attachment  "dipstick"  for 
Cameco  Loader.  Call  Todd  at  337- 
923-4329. 

2002  Ury  Hi-boy  Sprayer,  60  ft. 
boom,  all  wheel  drive,  powered  by  JD 
engine  w/less  than  1,000  hrs.  - 
$45,000.  Call  337-278-1563  or  337- 
278-9102. 

Cajun  5-row  Sprayer;  Lilliston  Rolling 
Cultivator;  2  sets  of  42"  clamp  on 
duals,  Miscellaneous  attachments  for 
Prime  3-row  Cultivator.  Call  Willie 

at  337-540-4183. 


£  LU 

< 

co 

hQo 

_j 

<* 

PROFI 
NIZAT 
OSTA 

AID 

X 

3 
CD 

T3 

b 

-z. 

z<Q-n 

O 
-Q 

'E. 

LU 

o^ 

h- 

Q_ 

0 

CD 

C 

05 

-C 

O 

X 

LU 

o3    £» 

i3  2 

CO 

o 

sac 

£   jO 

00 

•4 

5-G 

on  Li 

D 
CO 

—J 

o 
< 

1 

82 

1 

_i 

X 

(f) 

0) 
D) 

::| 

0   ^ 

CO  ^ 

CD 

Z5 

o 

or 

._j; 

erials 
roy  H 

_l 

ID 

o 

:nz: 

CO 

ro 

~ 

CO  h- 

_J 

QQ 

f 

_™i 

.    O 

:'--v' 

c    o  m 

o    9 .  *> 

==  ^  < 

fflpJ 

5—       >>>     >< 

^-"3      3 

602      C3 

3    ■    .    "O 

m  m  £ 

<U    \q    rtn 

■C   o   £ 

Hclh 

rf 

Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


THE 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 


— ir; 


May  2011 
Volume  89,  No.  8 


Making  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 


Up  Front   With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Washington  Update  . 

by  Jack  Pettus 

On  The  Farm 

by  Windell  Jackson 


Growing  Your  Bottom  Line 

by  Dr.  Mike  Salassi 
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TRANSFLOATHD21.5 
SECOND  GENERATION 

Standard  Specifications: 

-  Four  Cylinder  21 .5  Mts  wagon  (8-1 0  Ton) 

-  Heavy  duty  welded  construction 

-  Same  cylinders  for  both  lift  and  dump 
-Tires  G2  1400  X11R24 

-  Draw  Bar  Eye  Hook 

-  Dual  Full  rollers  on  each  mast 
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Options: 

-  Flow  Divider 

-  Sequential  valve 

-  High  Flotation  Tires  600/50  x  22.5 

-  Ball  Hitch  Draw  Bar 
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PRODUCTS 


Mike  Gilpin 

mike.gilpin@att.net 
(985)  227-5807 

David  Sagona 

dsagona2@cox.net 
(225)413-5241 


Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property;  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-0/7-o4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y*^ 

www.louisianalandbank.com.  rss 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Area  League  Grower  Meetings 
Thin  Green  Line 


Louisiana's  201 1  sugarcane  crop  is  off 
to  an  early  and  impressive  start. 
Growers  are  finishing  fertilizer 
applications,  are  laying  by  their  fields  with 
a  final  cultivation  pass  and  then  turn  their 
attention  to  mother  nature  with  hope  that 
she  provides  ample  rain  and  sunshine  and  a 
bountiful  harvest  in  the  fall.  As  farmers  will 
be  out  their  fields  earlier  than  normal,  we 
will  take  this  opportunity  to  hold  area 
meeting  for  our  400  cane  farming 
operations. 

At  these  meetings  we  hope  to  provide  a 
better  understanding  of  exactly  what  the 
League  does,  and  how  it  operates.  Much  of 
the  reason  for  these  meetings  is  to  address 
League  financial  matters  and  the  impact  that 
state  and  federal  budget  problems  are  having 
on  LSU  and  USDA  research  partners. 

In  addition  to  financial  matters,  we  will 
also  discuss  League  governance,  and  how 
directors,  officers  and  committees  are 
established.  How  the  research  activities  of 
the  League  are  carried  out  and  how  our 
governmental  affairs  activities  are  handled 
will  be  covered  as  well.  We  will  also  discuss 
our  relationship  with  our  national  affiliated 


organizations  and  how  the  League  compares 
to  other  like  commodity  organizations.  We 
will  review  the  standing  of  our  Political 
Action  Committees  and  how  they  are 
utilized  in  Baton  Rouge  and  Washington. 

To  make  it  convenient  for  growers  to 
attend  we  will  hold  the  meetings  at  five 
different  locations  across  the  sugar  belt. 
Each  cane  producer  will  soon  receive 
correspondence  from  the  League  office 
regarding  the  date,  time,  place  and  other 
particulars  about  these  meetings. 

Thin  Green  Line 

Recently  General  Wesley  Clark,  the 
former  Supreme  Allied  Commander  of 
NATO,  credited  U.S.  farmers  and  ranchers 
as  being  "the  thin  green  line  standing 
between  prosperity  and  disaster."  He  cited 
continuing  global  uncertainty  in  food  supply 
as  one  of  the  most  pressing  issue  facing  the 
world's  growing  population. 

Fortunately,  America  has  the  most 
efficient  farmers  and  ranchers  in  the  world 
to  help  insulate  us  from  these 
problems.  Unfortunately,  the  thin  green  line 
continues  to  shrink  and  come  under  attack 


from  environmental  zealots  and 
questionable  budget,  trade,  tax,  and 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)- 
driven  proposals. 

"If  we  cannot  feed,  fuel  and  clothe 
ourselves,  then  we  cannot  defend 
ourselves,"  General  Clark  said.  "If  this  one 
bright  spot  in  our  economy  is  choked  off, 
then  recession  recovery  will  certainly 
stall.  And,  if  rural  America  falters,  we  open 
the  floodgate  to  even  more  fuel  produced 
by  nation  states  that  do  not  share  our  values 
and  strategic  interests  — and  our  country  is 
less  secure." 

So,  how  does  America  "hold  the  thin 
green  line,"  as  Clark  put  it? 

Fewer  assaults  on  the  technologies  and 
innovations  farmers  need  to  boost  yields  and 
feed  an  expanding  population  would  be  a 
good  place  to  start.  Impediments  to  the 
invention  and  implementation  of  advanced 
seed  and  crop  protection  products  must  be 
stopped. 

Collin  Peterson  (MN),  the  top  Democrat 
on  the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  had 
another  great  idea  when  he  suggested 
reigning  in  the  EPA  because,  "They're 
raising  costs  for  [farmers],  they're  raising 
the  price  of  food,  and  I  don't  think  they're 
accomplishing  anything." 

Then  there  are  the  attempts  to  gut  what's 
left  of  the  policies  producers  need  to 


mitigate  the  very  risks  that  are  burning  the 
rest  of  the  world  today.  Such  attempts  in  the 
name  of  fiscal  responsibility  are  both 
disingenuous  and  nonsensical. 

Farm  policy  accounts  for  one-fourth  of 
one  percent  of  the  [U.S.]  budget,  so  it  would 
take  1 ,093  years  to  eliminate  the  current 
[federal]  debt  on  the  backs  of  farmers. 

Not  to  mention,  it's  irresponsible  to 
weaken  ag  policies  at  a  time  when  many  are 
crediting  U.S.  agriculture  for  kick-starting 
our  economy  and  moving  us  out  of  our 
economic  recession. 

Of  course,  the  biggest  threat  to  modern- 
day  agriculture  might  be  a  simple  lack  of 
understanding  and  communication.  At  no 
time  in  history  has  America  been  so  far 
removed  from  its  rural  roots.  City  jobs  and 
skyscrapers  have  taken  the  place  of  tractors 
and  barns,  and  as  a  result,  most  Americans 
have  lost  contact  with  the  people  who 
produce  their  food. 

Beating  back  environmental  and  political 
attacks  will  be  a  tall  order,  but  reconnecting 
urbanites  with  their  rural  roots  should  be  a 
no-brainer. 

If  anyone  needs  a  reminder  of  what  we're 
fighting  for,  read  the  slogan  used  by  the 
current  Agriculture  Secretary:  "If  you  have 
trouble  with  Hugo  Chavez  providing  your 
oil,  how  do  you  feel  about  him  providing 
your  food?" 


^J  PRO  AG 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500  985-526-0505   Fax 

cd.proag@charterinternet.com 
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Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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Progressive  Tractor 

& 
Implement  Co.,  Inc. 
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Awajuum 


USED  CASE  IH  MODELS: 


STARTING  PRICE 


MAGNUM  305 
MAGNUM  275 
MAGNUM  245 
MAGNUM  215 
PUMA  195 
MXM  190 
MX  285 
MXM  1 55 
MX  180 
MAG  8940 
MAG  8950 
MAG  8920 
MAG  8930  -2WD 
MAG  7120  -2WD 
MAG  7240 
STX  435  4WD 
STX  380  4WD 
STX  385  4WD 
STX  375  4WD 


5  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 

3  AVAILABLE 

3  AVAILABLE 
2  AVAILABLE 

4  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 

1  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 
1  AVAILABLE 

1  AVAILABLE 

3  AVAILABLE 
2AVAILABLE 

4  AVAILABLE 

2  AVAILABLE 


$120,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$110,000 

$75,000 

$55,000 

$70,000 

$50,000 

$46,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$30,000 

$42,000 

$25,000 

$40,000 

$170,000 

$150,000 

$150,000 

$85,000 


Visit  our  Website  at  WWW.PR0GRESSIVE-TRACT0R.COM 


LOCATIONS; 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 
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N1R0N  Vertical  Crystallizer  installation 


leanerette,  LA  70544 

'hone:  337-276-6314 

Fax:337-276-3614 

1 1  www.honiron. 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Budget,  Debt  &  Farm  Bill 

TRQ  Adjustments 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Washington's  political  leadership 
reached  an  agreement  in  early 
April  to  fund  government 
agencies  and  programs  for  the  remainder 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 
20 1 1 .  The  final  vote  occurred  after  Budget 
Chairman  Paul  Ryan  (R-WI)  released  a 
budget  blueprint  governing  spending  in  the 
next  fiscal  year  (FY2012)  that  would  reduce 
total  government  spending  over  10  years 
by  $6.2  trillion,  including  a  reduction  in  the 
agricultural  baseline  of  over  $177  billion 
over  10  years  ($30  billion  for  commodity 
programs,  nearly  $20  billion  for 
conservation  programs,  and  $127  billion  for 
supplemental  nutrition  assistance  programs 
(SNAP  -  formerly  the  food  stamps  program. 
The  resolution  would  turn  this  into  a  block 
grant  program  for  the  states).  The  package 
would  cut  agricultural  spending  by  23 
percent  while  averaging  a  14  percent  cut 
among  other  non-defense  programs.  The 


resolution  links  the  $30  billion  to 
elimination  of  direct  payments  but  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  will  have  the 
opportunity/chore  to  approve  actual  cuts 
should  they  become  necessary. 

The  Ryan  budget  resolution  was  passed 
by  the  House  in  mid-April  but  has  little 
chance  of  meeting  approval  with  a  majority 
of  the  Senate.  The  resolution  could  affect 
the  ability  of  House  committees  to  pass 
authorizing  legislation  (such  as  the  farm 
bill)  while  the  resolution  is  in  effect,  i.e. 
through  September  30 ,  20 1 2 .  To  avoid  that 
problem,  former  House  Ag  Chair  Colin 
Peterson  (D-MN)  continues  to  urge  the 
Senate  to  act  first  on  a  farm  bill  next  year, 
after  the  CBO's  March  2012  budget 
estimates  are  released,  in  hopes  of  achieving 
a  compromise  later  in  the  autumn  of  2012. 

Standard  &  Poor  (S&P)  has  downgraded 
US  Treasury  bonds,  a  signal  to  Washington 
that  action  on  deficit  reduction  is  necessary 


to  avoid  increasing  interest  rates  on  Treasury 
bonds.  Increasing  interest  rates  means  that 
more  of  Uncle  Sam's  payments  on  debt  will 
go  into  interest  costs  and  less  will  be 
available  to  reduce  the  overall  debt  load. 
Failure  to  increase  the  debt  ceiling  before 
mid-July  could  result  in  defaults  on  loans 
by  the  US  Treasury.  Fear  of  such  a  scenario 
was  the  primary  driver  in  S&P's  decision 
to  downgrade  T-bonds. 

While  the  House  now  turns  to 
consideration  of  an  increase  of  the  Federal 
debt  limit,  needed  at  some  time  between 
May  and  July,  the  Senate  is  focused  on  a 
bipartisan  effort  to  agree  on  a  budget  deal 
based  on  the  framework  released  by  the 
President's  blue  ribbon  commission  last 
December.  The  coming  battles  will  not  be 
for  the  faint-hearted. 


7,950,000  tons,  with  beet  production  at 
4,800,000  tons  and  cane  production  at 
3,150,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  is 
steady  at  1 ,400,000  tons,  Florida  production 
stays  at  1 ,440,000  tons,  and  imports  remain 
at  3,135,00  tons.  Total  supply  is  unchanged 
at  12,595,000  tons.  Exports  remain  at 
225 ,000  tons,  deliveries  stay  at  1 1 ,1 85 ,000 
tons,  and  total  use  remains  at  11,410,000 
tons.  Ending  stocks  are  unchanged  at 
1,185,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio 
for  April  201 1  is  projected  at  10.4  percent. 
USDA  made  no  changes  to  Mexican 
2009/10  estimates.  For  2010/11,  Mexican 
production  stays  at  5,550,000  tons,  imports 
remain  at  290,000  tons,  domestic  use  stays 
at  4,629,000  tons,  and  exports  remain  at 
1,232,000  tons,  holding  ending  stocks  at 
952,000  tons. 


TRQ  Adjustments 

In  mid- April,  USDA/USTR  announced  a 
reallocation  of  110,000  short  tons  of  quota 
from  countries  that  are  not  expected  to  fully 
utilize  their  access.  This  is  expected  to  add 
95,000  tons  to  the  US  supply.  The  agencies 
also  announced  a  325,000  ton  increase  in 
the  TRQ,  which  is  expected  to  add  260,000 
tons  to  the  US  market  before  the  end  of  the 
current  marketing  year  (September  30). 
These  moves  will  add  355,000  tons,  in  total, 
to  the  market  and  increase  the  stocks/use 
ratio  to  13.5  percent  from  the  10.4  percent 
projected  in  the  April  WASDE  below. 

USDA  WASDE  April  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDAs  April  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use  was  unchanged  from 
last  month.  Minor  changes  to  2009/10 
estimates  resulted  in  a  7, 000-ton  increase 
in  beginning  stocks  for  2010/11,  but  they 
remain  steady  from  March  at  1,510,000 
tons.     Domestic   production   stays   at 
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Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


So  simple,  it's  genius 


Technology  has  driven  us  to  the  obvious.. 

Rediscover  the  steering  wheel  in  the  new 
John  Deere  3520  Track  Harvester 

•  Integrated  AutoTrac™  ready 

•  Independent  propulsion  and  steering 

•  Operator  preferred  controls 


John  Deere 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 


Confirm 
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Now  offered  by  Gowan  Company 

•  Superior  control  of  sugarcane  borers 

•  Proven  performance  under  all 
environmental  conditions 

•  Excellent  residual  control  on  borer 
pests 

•  Low  impact  on  the  environment  and 
beneficials 

Awarded  the  Presidential 
Green  Chemistry  Award 


"Having    worked    with    Confirm    since    its 
developmental  staqes.  I  can  attest  to  the 


sugarcane  borer  infestations  in  the  toughest 


.A  the  same  time,  its  narrow 
spectrum  allows  us  to  preserve  beneficial 
insects  we  never  knew  we  had  before. 
Its  product  safety,  narrow  spectrum,  and 
long  residual  make  Confirm  a  major  tool  in 
sugarcane  IPM." 


Blaine  Viator,  Ph.D. 

Certified  Independent  Agricultural  Consultant 


800.883.1844    www.gowanco.com 
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KEEP  THE  WEEDS 

DOWN  &  OUT 
IN  YOUR  SUGAR  CANE 


Untreated 


Apply  Yukon  Herbicide  during  fallow, 
after  planting  or  stubble  green  up  in  201 1 


Two  modes-of-action 


Excellent  nutsedge  and  broadleaf  control 

Residual  control  after  application 

Good  crop  safety 


Don't  let  weeds  compete  with  your  sugar  cane 
Ensure  Yukon  Herbicide  is  part  of  your  program  in  2011 


,•     For  more  information:     www.gowanco.com 
Kevin  Stewart  -  (901)  489-0060 
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The  Go  To  Company 

Yukon®  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries,  LTD.  EPA  Reg  No  81880-6-10163.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
AD11-Yukon_sugar-bulletin  040511 


Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  inc. 

Used  7420  Hi-Crop  Special! 

"WE  WILL  FINANCE  ANY  OF 
THESE  TRACTORS  FOR 
60  MONTHS  @4. 4%*" 


Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 

WITH  THE  FIRST  24  MONTHS  AT 
0.00%  INTEREST" 


Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 


Stk# 

U2346D 
U2359D 
U2355D 
U2246D 
U2354D 
U2363D 
U2342D 
U2343D 
U2345D** 


BR 

03 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 


Description 

JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 


MSN 

HCTR  RW7420R012320 

HCTR  RW7420R012306 

HCTR  RW7420R012112 

HCTR  RW7420H011403 

HCTR  RW7420R004097 

HCTR  RW7420R012040 

HCTR  RW7420R011415 

HCTR  RW7420R012126 

HCTR  RW7420M062142 


Hours 

4707 
5274 
5306 
5735 
6157 
6400 
6862 
7045 
4704 


List  Price 
$45,000.00 
$42,000.00 
$42,000.00 
$40,000.00 
$38,000.00 
$38,500.00 
$35,000.00 
$  35,000.00 
$  63,000.00 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


John  Deere 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 


John  Deere 


*    Financing  subject  to  approved  credit 
U2345D  has  P/G  warranty  until  30  May  2012/5000  hrs 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 

An  Early  Discussion  of  Varieties  for  Planting  This  Fall 

Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee  Report 


Please  note  that  the  Terrebonne  Sugarcane 
Field  Day  is  scheduled  for  Friday,  June  3, 
2011.  The  field  day  will  be  held  at  the 
USDA's  Ardoyne  Farm  on  Bull  Run  Rd. 
Registration  will  begin  at  8:00  a.m. 

At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  April 
1 5 ,  20 1 1 ,  fieldwork  is  at  full  throttle 
for  most  growers.  Early  populations 
for  this  spring  are  higher  than  those  of  last 
year,  even  for  second  stubble  HoCP  96-540. 
Only  a  small  portion  of  the  belt  has  received 
enough  rain  over  the  last  couple  of  weeks 
to  prevent  early  spring  preparation  of  their 
fields  for  fertilization.  As  one  grower  who 
farms  a  large  amount  of  clay  soils  here  on 
the  Teche  recently  pointed  out  about  last 
year;  a  year  ago  at  this  time  he  was  still 
trying  to  get  into  his  fields,  while  at  the  same 
time  this  year,  he  has  about  3  or  four  days 
of  fertilizing  left.  It  appears  that  this  year, 
on  the  average,  the  cost  to  apply  about  the 
same  rates  of  nutrients  as  last  year  will  cost 
15  -  20%  more.  Because  of  the  higher  price 
of  fertilizer,  greater  efforts  have  been  taken 
this  year  to  make  sure  that  a  maximum  cost 
of  return  is  achieved.   Dr.  Rich  Johnson's 


research  data  has  indicated  that  the  older 
recommended  fertilizer  rates  were  about 
15%  higher  than  what  is  needed  to  reach 
the  point  of  diminishing  return.  In  this  time 
of  increasing  input  costs,  any  and  all  cost 
saving  practices  that  do  not  have  the 
potential  to  reduce  yields  should  be  the  aim 
of  all.  With  the  fertilizer  season  well 
advanced  it  is  somewhat  late  to  talk  about 
rates  and  dates  for  fertilizing.  However,  it 
should  be  noted  that  all  of  the  new  lower 
recommended  rates  of  fertilizer  are 
predicated  on  the  assumption  that  fields 
have  been  soil  tested  and  that  their  pHs  are 
within  the  recommended  range.  If  this  is 
not  the  case  then  maximum  yields  will  not 
be  achieved  with  the  lower  rates  of  fertilizer. 

An  Early  Discussion  of  Varieties  for 
Planting  This  Fall 

Even  with  the  2011  spring  just  starting, 
one  of  the  favorite  topics  in  discussions  with 
growers  is  planting  recommendations  for 
this  fall,  or  as  most  ask,  "What  variety 
should  I  plant?"  The  number  of  varieties 
from  which  to  choose  is  large.  The  most 
frequently  mentioned  varieties  under 
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consideration  for  this  fall's  planting  include 
HoCP  96-540,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP 
00-950,  L  01-283,  and  L  01-299.  Because 
of  HoCP  00-950's  lack  of  height  at  planting 
time;  many  growers  are  not  enthusiastic 
about  making  a  large  planting  with  the 
variety  this  year.  L  01-283  is  described  by 
most  in  glowing  terms  at  this  time.  Its  stands 
are  early  emerging  and  quick  to  populate  the 
top  of  the  row.  However  it  is  viewed  without 
favor  for  large  plantings  this  fall  because  of 
the  "off  types"  in  it  last  year.  L  01-283  is 
susceptible  to  RSD,  and  should  not  be 
planted  for  a  long  period  without  a  supply 
of  seedcane  that  is  disease  free.  The 
commercial  seed  companies  are  not  having 
much  luck  in  keeping  the  variety  true  to  type 
because  of  its  propensity  to  produce  too 
many  gnarled  stalks  that  reduce  yields. 

Most  growers  are  still  looking  for  a 
variety  to  replace  384  in  black  land.  L  99- 
233  appears  to  have  stubbling  ability  and 
good  tonnage.  However,  its  low  sugar  has 
been  disappointing  and  most  growers  are 
looking  to  replace  it  in  their  planting 
rotation.  Little  acreage  of  L  01-299  is 
available  in  the  industry,  so  overall  a  token 
acreage  of  it  will  be  planted.  It  may  be  a 
variety  to  look  at  for  heavy  soils.  Of  the  six 
varieties  mentioned  earlier  it  would  appear 
at  this  time  that  the  lion's  share  of  the  state's 
planted  acres  this  fall  will  be  planted  with 
HoCP  96-540  and  L  99-226. 

Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee  Report 

The  following  is  Chairman  Mike  Comb's 
Report  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League's 
Board  of  Directors  on  the  results  of  the  20 1 1 
Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee. 
The  Committee  meeting  was  held  March  2 
and  3  and  a  total  of  46  projects  were 
reviewed.  The  requests  were  for  funding  of 
both  production  and  processing  research, 
with  a  total  of  $992,500  requested  for  all 


projects.  Thirty-one  of  the  projects  were 
funded  either  fully  or  partially,  for  a  total  of 
$533,700. 

Funding  requests  were  broken  up  into  four 
major  categories  with  each  having  several 
sub-categories.  Category  1  was  "Crop 
Improvement"  with  sub-categories  which 
included  Biotechnology,  Breeding- 
Conventional,  Breeding-Molecular  and 
Educational-Extension.  A  total  of  13 
projects  were  funded  in  this  category  for 
$211,600.  Category  2  was  "Crop 
Production"  with  sub-categories  of  Cultural 
Practices  and  Ripening,  Economics, 
Precision  Agriculture,  and  Soil  Fertility.  A 
total  of  8  projects  were  funded  in  this 
category  for  $136,100.  Category  3  was 
"Crop  Protection"  with  sub-categories  of 
Entomology,  Plant  Physiology,  and  Weed 
Control.  A  total  of  6  projects  were  funded 
in  this  category  for  $100,000.  Category  4 
was  "Processing"  with  sub-categories  of 
Alternative  Products;  Cane  and  Juice 
Quality;  and  Factory  Processes  and  Losses. 
A  total  of  4  projects  were  funded  in  this 
category  for  $86,000.  The  largest  percentage 
of  this  year's  funding  went  to  the  breeding 
program.  Of  the  $533,700  recommended  for 
funding  by  the  Dedicated  Research 
Committee,  a  little  more  than  $211,600 
(40%)  is  allocated  to  the  breeding  program. 

This  year  as  in  previous  years,  members 
of  the  Committee  put  in  a  full  two  days  of 
work  reviewing  and  discussing  with  the 
researchers  about  goals  and  expected 
outcome  of  their  individual  projects.  All 
researchers  were  eager  to  share  their 
information  and  invited  the  industry  to  visit 
with  them  at  their  various  research 
organizations.  The  Committee  is  made  up 
of  the  committee  chairman,  four  producers, 
and  four  processors.  As  with  the  League's 
general  budget,  the  amount  of  funds 
available  to  the  Committee  varies  from  year 
to  year  depending  on  the  industry's  tonnage 
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and  there  are  always  more  requests  for 
money  than  there  is  money.  Because  of  the 
limited  amount  of  funding  available,  each 
project  must  be  reviewed  by  the  Committee 


and  they  must  decide  the  immediate 
importance/need  of  a  project  and  its 
potential  for  improving  the  profitability  of 
all  of  this  industry's  members. 


Dedicated  Research  Funding  for  the  Last  Three  Years 

Year  2011  2010 


2009 


Total  Funded 


$533,700 


$607,375 


$501,000 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  is  knowledgeable, 

qualified  and  experienced  in  dealing  with  your  numbers,  We  see  them  everyday.  We 

hope  that  our  financial  assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number 

that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South 
Farm  Credit;  ACA 


Kenneth  Guilfory 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Lenny  Waguespack 

Thibodaux 
(985)446-9450 
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Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 


BROUSSARD         #*yi  ^e  §/§ 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 
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Growi ng  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Costs  of  Precision  Leveling  Sugarcane  Fields 


The  production  of  sugarcane  in 
Louisiana  requires  well  drained 
fields.  Most  sugarcane  fields  have 
quarter  drain  ditches  as  well  as  lateral  main 
drainage  ditches,  to  remove  standing  water 
quickly.  Quarter  drain  ditches  run 
perpendicular  to  the  sugarcane  rows  and 
carry  water  from  the  row  middles  to  the  edge 
of  the  field.  Lateral  ditches  run  parallel  to 
the  sugarcane  rows  and  drain  water  away 
from  the  field.  By  improving  drainage 
within  the  field,  precision  leveling  of 
sugarcane  fields  can  reduce  the  number  of 
lateral  and  quarter  drain  ditches  required. 

Precision  leveling  of  sugarcane  crop  land 
is  an  example  of  a  land  improvement  that 
increases  the  value  of  agricultural  land.  The 
costs  of  precision  grading  represent  a  long 
term  investment  in  the  productive  capacity 
and  profitability  of  crop  land.  The  main 
purpose  of  precision  grading  is  to  level  the 
surface  of  the  field  and  to  grade  the  field  to 
a  specific  slope  that  will  improve  drainage. 
The  amount  of  acreage  that  can  be 
returned  to  sugarcane  production  from 
precision  grading  for  a  particular  farming 
operation,  by  reducing  the  number  of  field 
ditches  required,  will  depend  on  the  total 
acreage  and  topography  of  the  fields  to  be 


leveled.  It  has  been  estimated  that,  on  a 
whole  farm  basis,  precision  grading  can 
increase  the  productive  area  of  a  farm's 
sugarcane  acreage  by  5  percent  to  8  percent. 
This  implies  that  for  every  100  acres  of 
sugarcane  land  that  are  precision  leveled, 
an  average  of  5  to  8  acres  of  land  could  be 
converted  from  ditches  to  productive 
sugarcane  area.  On  a  sugar  per  acre  basis, 
if  a  farm  averaged  7,000  pounds  of  sugar 
per  acre  before,  precision  grading  could 
result  in  a  350-  to  560-pound  increase. 

This  article  presents  current  estimates  of 
costs  associated  with  precision  leveling 
fields  for  sugarcane  production.  Cost 
estimates  presented  here  are  for  the  case 
where  the  growers  buys  the  leveling 
equipment  and  performs  the  work  himself. 
As  a  result,  the  cost  estimates  include 
charges  for  fixed  cost,  i.e.,  deprecation  and 
interest  on  equipment,  as  well  as  variable 
costs,  which  include  fuel,  labor  and  repair 
charges. 

The  first  table  below  presents  current  cost 
estimates  of  precision  leveling  100  to  300 
acres  per  year.  As  evidence  by  these 
estimates,  growers  purchasing  leveling 
equipment  to  perform  the  work  themselves 
need  to  be  able  to  level  as  many  acres  per 
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year  as  is  possible  in  an  effort  to  reduce  the 
fixed  cost  on  the  equipment.  Total  costs 
are  estimated  at  $327  per  acre  ($1.09  per 
cubic  yard)  for  100  acres  leveled  per  year 
and  decrease  to  $243  per  acre  ($0.81  per 
cubic  yard)  for  300  acres  leveled  per  year. 
The  reduction  in  costs  as  more  acres  are 
leveled  per  year  is  the  result  of  spreading 
those  fixed  equipment  costs  over  more 
acres  per  year.  These  costs  are  based  on  a 
fuel  price  of  $2.75  per  gallon  and  moving 
an  average  of  300  cubic  yards  of  dirt  per 
acre. 

The  second  table  below  presents 
calculations  of  the  number  of  years  required 
to  recover  an  investment  in  precision 
leveling,  assuming  the  productive  area  of 
fields  would  be  increased  by  removing 
some  existing  ditches.  Using  a  5%  increase 
in  productive  area,  payback  periods  range 
from  5.7  to  8.6  years  at  low  sugar  prices 


and  decrease  to  3.3  to  4.9  years  at  higher 
sugar  prices.  Given  the  current  level  of  raw 
sugar  market  prices,  now  would  be  a  good 
time  to  make  that  investment  for  farms 
considering  doing  initial  or  additional 
precision  leveling  field  work. 

Precision  leveling  is  a  land  improvement 
activity  which  can  increase  the  value  of  crop 
land.  As  a  result,  it  should  be  treated  as  a 
land  improvement  expense  (investment)  and 
not  an  annual  production  expense,  since  the 
benefits  from  precision  leveling  last  for 
several  years.  The  total  acres  of  precision 
leveled  sugarcane  land  in  Louisiana  continue 
to  increase  each  year.  This  is  a  wise  farm 
management  choice  which  can  pay 
dividends  in  the  form  of  increased  net  returns 
for  many  years  and  is  a  production  decision 
choice  which  is  currently  economical  given 
the  high  price  of  raw  sugar. 


Total  Estimated  Precision  Leveling  Cost  Investment 


Total  Precision 
Leveling  Cost 


100 


Total  Acres  Precision  Leveled  per  Year 
150  200  250 


300 


Cost  per  Acre 
Leveled  ($/acre) 


$327 


$285 


$264 


$252 


$243 


Cost  per  Cubic 
Yard  ($/cu.  yd.) 


.09 


$0.95 


$0.88 


$0.84 


$0.81 


'Total  leveling  costs  includes  fixed  and  variable  costs  for  moving  300  cubic  yards  per  acre. 
Diesel  price  =  $2.75/gal  and  labor  charge  =  $15.30/hour. 

Payback  Period  to  Recover  Total  Precision  Leveling  Cost  Investment 


Raw  Sugar  PriceTotal  Precision  Leveling  Cost  per  Acre 
($/lb)  $200  $225  $250 


.75 


$300 


$0.20 

5.7 

6.4 

7.1 

7.9 

8.6 

$0.25 

4.6 

5.1 

5.7 

6.3 

6.9 

$0.30 

3.8 

4.3 

4.8 

5.2 

5.7 

$0.35 

3.3 

3.7 

4.1 

4.5 

4.9 

Payback  period  estimation  based  on  the  following  assumptions:  (a.)  5%  increase  in  productive 
field  area,  (b.)  7,000  lb.  raw  sugar  yield  per  harvested  acre,  and  (c.)  50%  grower  share  of  total  crop. 
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Try  the 

Classifieds  in 

The  Sugar  Bulletin! 

You  Will  Get  Results! 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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8th  International  Sweetener  Symposium 

Sponsored  by  American  Sugar  Alliance 

July  29 -August  3, 2011 
Stowe  Mountain  Lodge  Stowe,  Vermont,  USA 


The  28th  International  Sweetener  Symposium 

will  be  held  July  29  -August  3,  2011,  at  the  new 
spectacular  Stowe  Mountain  Lodge  in  Stowe, 
Vermont.  Attendance  at  the  201 1  Symposium  is  a 
must  for  everyone  in  the  industry  as  preparations 
for  the  Farm  Bill's  renewal  will  be  well  underway. 
Additional  program  topics  will  include  the  U.S.  and 
world  market  supply-demand  outlook,  and  the  effect 
of  multilateral,  regional  and  bilateral  trade 
agreements  on  world  sugar  policies  and  U.S. 
commodity  programs.  All  sugar  market 
stakeholders  will  want  to  explore  these  issues  with 
the  Symposium's  panels  of  renowned  industry 
experts  and  key  policymakers.  Listen,  learn,  and 
add  your  views  at  lively  and  informative  sessions 
on  these  and  other  vital  topics.  About  400  people 
traditionally  attend  the  Symposium  to  hear  the  most 
significant  and  timely  issues  affecting  the  industry 
and  to  network  with  their  sweetener  industry 
colleagues.  In  addition  to  the  compelling  program 
content,  the  Symposium  schedule  allows  free  time 
every  afternoon  to  enhance  your  industry  relations 
in  this  comfortable  setting. 

This  is  one  sweetener  industry  meeting  you 
won't  want  to  miss  -  mark  your  calendar  for  this 
important  must-attend  event!  For  more  information 
on  the  Stowe  Mountain  Lodge,  visit 
www.stowemountainlodge.com.  More  information 
available  at  www.sugaralliance.org/  symposium. 


Stowe  Mountain  Lodge 
Stowe,  Vermont,  USA 
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American  Sugar  Alliance 

2111  Wilson  Blvd.,  Suite  600 

Arlington,  VA  22201 

Tel:  703-351-5055 

www.suearalliance.org 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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5- Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussord  and  Cane  Equipment 


Oondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


4  Cylinder,  10  Ton 
Cane  Wagon 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 
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"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


CLAS^..  .lDS 
FOR  SALE 

'93  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  new 
Cummins  Eng.  -  $10,000;  2  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
each.  Call  Tommy  at  3 18-452-7945 
or  Byrns  at  3 18-452-5373. 
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Digging  attachment  "dipstick"  for 
Cameco  Loader.  Call  Todd  at  337- 
923-4329. 

2002  Ury  Hi-boy  Sprayer,  60  ft. 
boom,  all  wheel  drive,  powered  by  JD 
engine  w/less  than  1,000  hrs.  - 
$45,000.  Call  337-278-1563  or  337- 
278-9102. 

Cajun  5-row  Sprayer;  Lilliston  Rolling 
Cultivator;  2  sets  of  42"  clamp  on 
duals,  Miscellaneous  attachments  for 
Prime  3-row  Cultivator.  Call  Willie 
at  337-540-41 83. 

Cameco  8  ton  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Transloader  Wagon;  Side  Dump  Hwy. 
Trailers;  Covering  Tool;  (2)  Drain 
Cleaners.   Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at 

337-945-7474 
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GAM  Tire  Co. 


FOR   INFO   CALL 
POOCHIE 

337-276S200 
337-319-0574 


f%  COASTAL  PIPE 

\  |£^=r>F  miHSJANA  /JVC 

P  0   Box  go  •  Canencro,  LA  •  70? 20 

(o)337  896-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12  jt. 

2-3/8"  Structural  $32.00/jt 

2  -7/8"   Stru  ctural $ 36.00, jt 

Ml'1,  r.  £LZt^  mVmLI  libit:  •  TYUCfclVU^  ftVftLl  ftbU 

€3 1  N  W  E  va  ngeline  Th  rwy  -  E  x  1 7 

337  896-8462  •Ask  fa' Tern 
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THE  SUGAR  BUI1EI1N 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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American 
Sugar  Cane 
League 


June  2011 
Volume  89,  No.  9 


Making  Life  Sweeter.  Naturally 


Announcing  the 

Annual  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

oftheU.SA.Jnc 

Wednesday,  June  29,  2011 
9:30  a.m. 

Envie ' 

207  E.  Bayou  Rd. 

Thibodaux,  LA 
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make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


GAM  Tire  Co 


FOR   INFO  CALL 
POOCHIE 

337-276-6200 
337-319-0574 


PLAN  NOW  to  attend  the  28th 
International  Sweetener  Symposium 
in  spectacular  Stowe,  Vermont,  USA.  This 
year's  theme,  "Farm  Bill  in  the  Time  of 
Budget  Deficits:  The  Outlook  for 
No-Cost  U.S.  Sugar  Policy"  will  explore  a 
broad  range  of  topics  of  great  interest  to 
all  industry  stakeholders.  Attendance  at 
the  201 1  Symposium  is  a  must  for 
everyone  in  the  industry  as  preparations 
for  the  Farm  Bill's  renewal  will  be  well 
underway.  How  will  the  U.S.  sugar 
industry,  and  all  of  agriculture,  fare  in  the 
Farm  Bill  given  the  dire  budget  realities? 
Additional  program  topics  will  include  the 
U.S.  and  world  market  supply-demand 
outlook,  and  the  effect  of  multilateral, 
regional  and  bilateral  trade  agreements  on 
world  sugar  policies  and  U.S.  commodity 
programs.  Several  landmark  studies 
regarding  the  industry's  efficiency  and  its 
size  and  scope,  and  food  and  sweetener 
trends  will  be  unveiled  during  the 
Symposium.  All  sugar  market  stakeholders 
will  want  to  explore  these  issues  with  the 
Symposium's  panels  of  renowned  industry 
experts  and  key  policymakers.  Speakers 
include  those  who  are  closely  involved  in 
formulating  sugar  policy,  including  U.S. 
legislators,  domestic  and  foreign 
representatives,  noted  economists  and 
high-profile  sweetener  industry  leaders. 
Listen,  learn,  and  add  your  views  at  lively 
and  informative  sessions  on  these  and 
other  vita!  topics.  Network  with  industry 
colleagues  and  customers.  Visit 
www.sugaralliance.org/symposium 
for  more  information.  Program  and 
registration  materials  available  in  late 
May.  Plan  now  to  attend  this  important 
industry  event. 


AMERICAN  SUGAR  ALLIANCE 
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FARM  BILL  IN  THE  TIME 
OF  BUDGET  DEFICTS: 

The  Outlook  for  No-Cost 
U.S.  Sugar  Policy 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Regional  Meetings 
Ag  Leadership  Program  Sign-up 


I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  Regional  Meetings 
have  proven  to  be  a  success.  During 
the  month  of  May,  the  League  staff  traveled 
around  the  cane  belt  to  meet  with  sugarcane 
growers  and  millers  providing  information 
on  what  the  League  is  doing  for  them.  In 
discussions  following  the  meetings,  those 
who  attended  felt  that  they  gained 
knowledge  of  how  dues  are  used  to  benefit 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

The  mission  statement  of  the  League 
states  that  we  are  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation, 
public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
The  League's  current  budget  provides  55% 
to  research,  30%  to  legislative  issues,  and 
15%  goes  to  public  relations/promotion, 
and  education.  An  overview  of  each  of 
these  areas  was  discussed  and  explained  in 
detail. 

At  each  of  the  five  meetings,  a 
presentation  was  delivered  that  focused  on 


League  financial  matters  and  the  impact 
that  state  and  federal  budget  cuts  are  having 
on  our  LSU  and  USD  A  research  partners. 
In  addition,  we  explained  the  League 
governance  and  how  directors,  officers  and 
committees  are  established.  Also  discussed 
was  how  our  governmental  affairs  activities 
are  handled,  how  we  cooperate  with  our 
national  affiliated  organizations  and  how 
the  League  compares  to  other  commodity 
organizations. 

The  staff  and  I  thank  our  Directors  and 
others  who  volunteered  to  call  growers  to 
remind  them  of  the  meetings.  We  also  thank 
those  of  you  who  attended  and  participated 
in  the  discussions.  Our  organization  would 
not  be  what  it  is  today  without  the  hard 
work  and  dedication  of  Louisiana's 
sugarcane  farmers  and  millers.  If  anyone 
has  any  questions  or  would  like  to  get  more 
involved,  please  contact  the  League  office. 
Keep  in  mind,  this  is  your  industry  and  your 
input  is  always  welcomed. 


Ag  Leadership  Program  Sign-Up 

What  does  it  take  to  become  a  more 
effective  leader  for  agriculture?  Many  of 
the  answers  to  that  question  are  part  of  the 
LSU  AgCenter's  Agricultural  Leadership 
Development  Program.  Applications  are 
now  available  for  its  13th  class  which  will 
begin  in  January  2012. 

Established  in  1988,  the  Ag  Leadership 
program  provides  potential  leaders 
involved  with  agriculture  and  agribusiness 
the  tools  they  need  to  become  more 
effective  voices  for  agriculture,  according 
to  Dr.  Bobby  Soileau,  who  serves  as  the 
program's  director.  Since  its  inception, 
more  than  350  people  have  graduated  from 
the  program. 


The  curriculum  includes  10  seminars  over 
a  two-year  period  (seven  on  the  LSU 
campus,  and  the  remainder  in  other 
locations). 

The  off-campus  seminars  include  visits 
to  Washington,  D.C.  to  meet  with  the 
country's  agricultural  policy  leaders  and  to 
California  to  see  how  their  agricultural 
operations  deal  with  environmental 
regulatory  issues.  The  final  seminar  is  an 
international  study  tour  in  which  the  group 
visits  another  country  to  learn  how  other 
agricultural,  economic,  and  social  systems 
work. 

Applications  are  available  at  the  LSU 
AgCenter  Web  site,  www.lsuagcenter.com/ 
agleadership. 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


nrCOASTrU  PIPE^ 

}— QF-LQUISIANA,  INC 

P.O.  Box  99  •  Carencro,LA»  70520 
(o)337  S96-&462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12/jt. 

2-3/8"  Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Structural $36.00/jt 

rAoYesiz.es,  ftVflilftbLe  ♦  TVuoteii/icj  RVfllLflbte 
4331  NW  Evangeline  Thrwy-Exl  7 
337  896-8462  «M  for  Terri 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 
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Sunshine 


Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Used  7420  Hi-Crop  Special! 

"WE  WILL  FINANCE  ANY  OF 
THESE  TRACTORS  FOR 
60  MONTHS  @4.4%*" 


Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 

WITH  THE  FIRST  24  MONTHS  AT 
0.00%  INTEREST" 


m 

Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 


Stk# 

U2346D 
U2359D 
U2355D 
U2246D 
U2354D 
U2363D 
U2342D 
U2343D 


BR 

03 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 
01 


U2345D**  01 


Description 

JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 
JD7420115HP 


MSN 

HCTR  RW7420R012320 

HCTR  RW7420R012306 

HCTR  RW7420R012112 

HCTR  RW7420H011403 

HCTR  RW7420R004097 

HCTR  RW7420R012040 

HCTR  RW7420R011415 

HCTR  RW7420R012126 

HCTR  RW7420M062142 


Hours 

4707 
5274 
5306 
5735 
6157 
6400 
6862 
7045 
4704 


List  Price 
$45,000.00 
$42,000.00 
$42,000.00 
$40,000.00 
$38,000.00 
$38,500.00 
$35,000.00 
$  35,000.00 
$  63,000.00 


John  Deere 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 
888-527-2273 


a 


John  Deere 


*    Financing  subject  to  approved  credit 
**  U2345D  has  P/G  warranty  until  30  May  2012/5000  hrs 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Budget  8t  Policy  Skirmishes 
USDA  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Much  discussion  has  taken  place 
over  the  past  few  weeks  about  the 
timing  of  farm  bill  deliberations. 
The  Senate  Ag  Committee  will  begin  field 
hearings  in  the  next  few  weeks  with  the 
intent  to  begin  developing  a  farm  bill  in 
early  2012.  While  some,  such  as  House  Ag 
ranking  Democrat  Collin  Peterson,  have 
argued  that  Congress  should  wait  until  after 
CBO  releases  its  budget  baseline  for  2013 
before  acting  on  a  bill,  others  are  arguing 
that  the  deteriorating  budget  landscape 
makes  it  essential  that  a  farm  bill  be  done 
based  on  the  current  baseline. 

This  seeming  contradiction  is  a  matter  of 
focusing  on  two  different  sides  of  the 
equation  that  ag  leaders  must  consider.  On 
the  one  hand,  budget  pressures  are  unlikely 
to  recede  in  the  runup  to  the  2012  elections 
and  the  pressure  to  slash  program  spending 
could  be  even  greater  one  year  from  now. 
On  the  other,  historically  high  commodity 
prices  have  driven  the  baseline  down  over 
the  past  2-3  years  and  a  return  to  more 
historical  prices  could  increase  the  baseline. 
How? 


Lower  prices  could  trigger  counter- 
cyclical payments  and  marketing  loan  gains 
that  would  drive  the  baseline  higher. 
Plummeting  prices  among  commodities  that 
are  largely  insured  using  revenue  products 
could  result  in  staggeringly  high  indemnities 
in  the  crop  insurance  program.  Together, 
these  programs  could  show  higher  spending 
in  2012  which  would  effectively  increase 
the  budget  baseline  for  agriculture  in  out- 
years  .  [Note  that  none  of  these  higher  costs 
would  be  attributed  to  the  sugar  program, 
which  is  expected  to  remain  a  no-cost 
program  for  the  foreseeable  future.  No 
counter-cyclical  payments,  no  marketing 
loan  gains  and  no  revenue-based  risk 
management  tools!] 

Meanwhile,  our  customers  continue  to 
attack  the  sugar  program  and  urge  its 
dissolution  via  legislative  action.  This 
Chicken  Little  chorus  of  fear-mongers 
should  take  a  deep  breath  as  they 
contemplate  an  increase  in  supplies  for  the 
current  year,  as  USDA  found  Mexican 
exports  to  the  US  to  be  significantly  higher 
than  in  the  April  WASDE  (see  below). 


Congress  continues  to  focus  on  budget 
issues,  with  little  progress  to  be  shown.  The 
Federal  debt  limit  was  hit  in  mid-May  but 
the  real- world  deadline  for  action  to  increase 
the  limit  will  be  hit  in  August  unless 
Congress  acts.  Will  the  two  issues  be  linked 
in  the  minds  of  legislators?  Certainly.  Will 
the  two  issues  be  linked  in  legislation? 
Probably.  Can  a  budget  deal  be  extracted 
through  a  series  of  debt-ceiling  increases 
designed  to  force  Congress  to  increase  the 
ceiling  and  slash  the  budget  over  and  over 
again?  Possibly.  But  on  this  last  point  it  is 
important  to  weigh  the  risks  and  rewards 
very  carefully.  Much  is  at  risk,  in  terms  of 
economic  costs  if  there  is  a  failure  to  act. 
Interest  on  the  debt  will  grow  ever  larger  as 
investors  begin  to  require  higher  returns  to 
offset  the  greater  risks  in  loaning  money  to 
the  US  Treasury.  Such  higher  interest  rates 
would  handicap  the  ability  to  reduce  the 
debt. 

As  a  part  of  our  efforts  to  assist  our 
farmers  and  mills  in  securing  workers  under 
the  temporary  guest  worker  programs  (H2A 
and  H2B),  the  League  has  joined  with  a 
coalition  of  industries  in  commenting  on  the 
Department  of  Labor's  proposed  rule 
affecting  temporary  non-agricultural 
employment  (H2B).  The  coalition  reasoned 
that  the  proposed  regulations  are  not 
necessary  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
program.  In  particular,  the  coalition 
opposed  the  reversion  to  directed 
recruitment  methods  in  place  of  the 
attestation-based  case  processing  used  by 
DOL  since  2008,  including  a  provision 
forcing  a  company  to  recruit  in  the  US  up 
to  3  days  before  the  date  of  need.  The 
proposed  rule  also  includes  a  requirement 
that  an  employer  must  guarantee  three- 
fourths  of  anticipated  wages  to  a  worker 
without  regard  to  whether  the  worker 
actually  does  the  work  for  which  he/she  is 
hired. 


USD  A  WASDE  May  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  May  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
sugar  supply  and  use  for  2009/10  was 
unchanged  from  last  month.  For  2010/11, 
beginning  stocks  remain  steady  at  1 ,510,000 
tons,  while  domestic  production  is  at 
7,950,000  tons,  with  beet  production  at 
4,800,000  tons  and  cane  production  at 
3,150,000  tons.  Louisiana  production  is 
steady  at  1 ,400,000  tons,  Florida  production 
drops  slightly  to  1,433,000,  while  Texas  is 
increased  slightly  to  147 ,000  tons.  Imports 
are  increased  to  3,586,000  tons  from 
3,135,000  tons  last  month,  including  an 
additional  381,000  tons  under  TRQ,  lower 
imports  under  the  reexport  program  (down 
75,000  tons),  and  higher  imports  from 
Mexico  at  1,514,000  tons  .  Total  supply  is 
increased  to  13,046,000  tons  from 
12,595,000  tons  last  month.  Exports  are 
increased  from  225,000  to  250,000  tons, 
deliveries  stay  at  1 1 ,185,000  tons,  and  total 
use  rises  to  11,435,000  tons  from 
11,410,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  are 
increased  to  1 ,6 1 1 ,000  tons  from  1,185 ,000 
tons,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  to  14.1  percent  from  10.4 
percent. 

USDA  released  its  first  projections  for 
2011/12,  pegging  domestic  production  at 
8,190,000  tons  with  beet  production  at 
4,800,000  and  cane  at  3,390,000.  Louisiana 
production  is  projected  at  1,440,000  tons 
and  Florida  is  at  1,630,000  tons.  Imports 
are  projected  at  2,599,000  tons,  including 
1 ,259,000  tons  under  TRQ,  350,000  under 
reexport  and  980,000  from  Mexico.  Total 
supply  is  projected  at  12,400,000  tons. 
Exports  are  projected  at  200,000  tons, 
deliveries  at  11,315,000  (an  increase  over 
2010/1 1),  and  total  use  at  1 1 ,515,000  tons. 
As  a  result,  ending  stocks  are  projected  at 
885,000  tons,  resulting  in  a  projected  7.7 


percent  stocks-to-use  ratio  in  September 
2012. 

For  2010/1 1 ,  Mexican  production  stays  at 
5,550,000  tons,  imports  are  increased  to 
313,000  tons  from  290,000  tons,  domestic 
use  is  increased  by  the  same  amount  to 
4,652,000  tons,  exports  rise  to  1,382,000 


tons  from  1 ,232,000  tons,  resulting  in  ending 
stocks  falling  to  802,000  tons  from  952,000 
tons.  For  2011/12,  USDA  projects 
production  of  5,650,000  tons,  imports  of 
190,000  tons,  use  at  4,760,000  tons,  exports 
at  90 1 ,000  tons  and  ending  stocks  at  98 1 ,000 
tons. 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
cd.proag@charterinternet.com 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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Kleemtek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Growing  Confidence 


The  3520  combines  robust  and  refined  features  to 
provide  day  and  night  comfort  and  convenience. 

•  Independent  Propulsion  and  Steering 

•  Air  Suspension  Operator  Seat 

•  Wide  Cab  and  Training  Seat 

•  Command  Arm  Economically  Adjusts  to  Operator 


John  Deere 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 
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Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 


Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  vou  need  a  financial 
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partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O/ 7 -o4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at 
www.louisianalandbank.com. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Release  of  the  New  Variety  HoCP  04-838 
Precision  Farming  Equipment  for  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Industry 

Something  to  Ponder 
Estimating  Comparable  Pumping  Costs 


On  May  3,  201 1  the  Variety  Release 
Committee  met  to  take  action  on  the 
new  variety  HoCP  04-838.  After  a 
comprehensive  discussion  of  the  negatives 
and  positives  of  HoCP  04-838;  it  was  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  that  the  new 
variety  should  be  released  to  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry  this  fall  for  commercial 
sugar  production.  The  variety  is  the 
progeny  of  a  cross  between  two  Louisiana 
commercials  HoCP  85-845  (female)  and 
LCP  85-384  (male).  Its  2010  outfield  yields 
are  reported  in  an  accompanying  article  (A 
Report  on  the  2010  Outfield  Variety  Tests) 
in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin. 

A  list  of  secondary  stations  from  which 
seedcane  of  the  new  variety  can  be 
purchased  will  be  published  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin,  as  will 
application  forms.  Additionally,  HoCP 04- 
838's  release  will  be  a  topic  of  all  the 
upcoming  sugarcane  field  days.  There 
should  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  HoCP  04- 
838  from  the  secondary  stations  to  meet  all 
reasonable  requests. 


Characteristics  of  HoCP  04-838 

Negatives 

•  High  fiber:  about  equal  to  that  of  CP 
65-357,  HoCP  85-845,  and  L  99-233 
(Page  14,  Table  1) 

•  Yields:  Not  a  new  plateau  for  yield 
potential,  yields  of  sugar  per  acre  are 
about  equal  to  HoCP  96-540's  but 
less  than  L  99-226's  (Page  25,  Table 
2) 

Positives 

•  Cold  tolerance:  both  in  2009  and 
2010  displayed  very  good  longevity 
following  freezes  of  24  -  26°F 

•  Disease  resistance:  resistant  to 
mosaic,  smut,  yellow  leaf,  rsd,  and 
rust 

•  Borer  resistant:  resistant  to  the  entry 
of  the  sugarcane  borer 

•  Harvestability:  Erect  good  harvesting 
variety 

•  Canopy:  Good  population  with  a  full 
canopy  that  offers  good  shading  for 
grass  control 
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Table  1 .  Fiber  %  for  some  of  Louisiana's  commercially  released  varieties. 


Variety 

Average 

Variety 

Average 

Variety 

Average 

65-357 

13.4 

95-988 

11.4 

00-950 

11.0 

70-321 

12.1 

96-540 

11.6 

01-283 

11.4 

85-384 

11.7 

97-128 

12.6 

01-299 

12.3 

85-845 

13.2 

99-226 

11.6 

03-371 

10.6 

91-555 

12.6 

99-233 

13.2 

04-838 

13.7 

2011  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Contact  Committee  Meeting  is  scheduled 
for  June  29,  2011  at  the  Envie'  in 
Thibodaux,  LA.  Chairman  "600''  Levert 
and  the  Committee  have  a  very  good 
program  set  for  this  year's  meeting.  It  will 
center  on  mechanization  improvements  for 
harvest  and  planting  with  presentations  by 
Billy  Lawson  (Case  IH)  and  Jesse  Lopez 
(John  Deere  Thibodaux).  Randy  Price 
(Kansas  State  University)  will  present  an 
update  on  research  he  has  conducted  to 
improve  the  consistency  of  mechanical 
planters  and  the  practical  application  of 
yield  monitors  under  field  harvest 
conditions  in  Louisiana.  A  brief  outline  of 
his  work  is  included  in  this  article.  Edwis 
Dufrene  (USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research 
Unit),  and  Nathan  Blackwelder  (ASCL)  will 
discuss  information  on  the  release  of  the 
new  sugar  variety  HoCP  04-838.  Brian 
Breaux  (LA  Farm  Bureau)  will  present  a 
discussion  on  20 1 1  Ag  Labor  Issues  and  Jim 
Simon  (ASCL)  will  present  an  update  on 
League  Activities.  Jack  Roney  (American 
Sugar  Alliance)  will  provide  an  update 
detailing  the  "goings  on"  in  the  US  and 
World  Sugar  arena.  An  additional 
presentation  on  NRCS  programs  for 
sugarcane  will  be  delivered  by  Kevin  Norton 
(USDA-NRCS  State  Conservationist).  A 
complete  agenda  follows  on  page  16. 

Precision  Farming  Equipment  for  the 
Louisiana  Sugarcane  Industry 

Precision  farming  equipment  is  being 
developed  for  the  Louisiana  Sugarcane 
industry  which  includes  the  development  of 
yield  monitors,  planter  controls,  and 


electronic  depth  control  systems.  Yield 
monitoring  systems  have  been  developed 
which  consists  of  an  under-conveyor  and 
overhead  optical  system  that  evaluate  the 
profile  of  sugarcane  on  the  elevator  while 
providing  tonnage  feedback.  These 
monitoring  systems  have  achieved  average 
truck  load  out  weight  errors  as  low  as  2.5% 
and  resulted  in  accurate  spatial  field  maps. 
A  force  plate  system  is  also  being  developed 
that  can  directly  measure  weight  and  reduce 
calibration  intervals,  while  surviving  the 
varied  Louisiana  harvest  conditions.  In 
addition,  electronic  planter  controls  have 
been  developed  to  provide  more  accurate 
planting  control  while  monitoring  the 
outflow  of  cane.  This  equipment  will  help 
reduce  overhead  cost  while  producing  more 
efficient  and  precision  farming  practices  in 
the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry. 
Information  provided  by  Dr.  Randy  Price 
(Kansas  State  University),  as  a  brief  update 
on  his  research  that  is  funded  by  the 
League's  Dedicated  Research  Funding 
Committee. 

Something  to  Ponder 

With  the  Mississippi  River  flowing  high 
and  wide  and  the  cane  fields  drying  and 
yellowing,  some  growers  are  pondering 
irrigating  their  sugarcane  fields,  especially 
if  this  dry  weather  continues  much  longer. 
Dr.  Howard  "Sonny"  Viator  (Iberia  Station, 
LSU  AgCenter)  provides  the  following 
research  information  obtained  forTeche  area 
fields  during  the  1998  and  2000  summer 
droughts. 

Furrow  irrigation  studies  using  polypipe 
were  conducted  on  silt  loam  soil  ( 1 998)  and 
on  clay  soil  (2000)  when  soil  moisture  was 


14 


acutely  deficient.  Approximately  9  acre- 
inches  of  water  were  pumped  on  the  1998 
test  and  11  acre-inches  for  the  test  in  2000. 
Though  the  droughts  of  1998  and  2000  were 
similar  in  duration  and  severity,  the 
responses  to  irrigation  were  dissimilar. 
There  was  no  response  in  cane  or  sugar  yield 
to  irrigation  in  1998  on  the  silt  loam  soil  but 
in  2000  on  the  clay  soil  supplement  water 
produced  10  tons  of  cane  more  than  the 
check  plots.  It  was  speculated  that  stored 
soil  moisture  sustained  adequate  cane 
growth  on  the  silt  loam  soil  until  soil 
moisture  was  replenished  by  September 
rains.  Cane  grown  on  droughty  clay  soil  was 
not  able  to  exploit  moisture  stored  lower  in 
the  soil  profile.  Root  development  tends  to 
be  less  extensive  on  clay  soil,  resulting  in 
less  use  of  the  available  soil- water  reservoir. 
Weekly  growth  measurements  indicated  that 
in  neither  study  did  compensatory  growth 
result  from  the  rains  which  eventually 
arrived  in  September  of  each  year.    The 


response  on  clay  soil  of  producing 
approximately  one  ton  of  cane  for  each  acre- 
inch  of  water  pumped  was  in  keeping  with 
what  other  researchers  have  discovered.  Dr. 
Mike  Salassi  estimates  fuel  cost  of  pumping 
from  surface  water  sources  to  range  from 
$2.30/acre-inch  with  diesel  at  $2.50/gal  to 
$3.22/acre-inch  with  diesel  at  $3.50/gal. 

Estimating  Comparable  Pumping  Costs1 

The  following  tables  present  comparable 
irrigation  pumping  cost  estimates  for 
surface  and  deep  well  rice  irrigation  systems 
power  by  diesel  and  electric  power  units. 
Fuel  consumption  rates  are  base  on  full  load 
estimates.  Pumping  cost  estimates,  on  both 
a  per  acre-foot  and  per  acre-inch  basis,  are 
presented  for  a  range  of  diesel  and  electric 
fuel  prices.  Power  unit  sizes  for  each  type 
of  rice  irrigation  system,  75  hp  for  the 
surface  system  and  150  hp  for  the  deep  well 
system,  are  the  same  for  both  power  sources 
in  this  example  for  comparison  purposes. 


Diesel  fuel  pumping  cost  estimates  -  surface  irrigation  system,  2500  gpm  pumping 
rate,  75  hp  diesel  power  unit 

Fuel 

Price 

per  gal 

Fuel 

Used 

gal/hp-hr 

Power 

Unit  Size- 

hp 

Fuel 
Used 
gal/hr 

Pumping 

Time 
hrs  .ac-ft 

Fuel 
Used 

gal/ac-ft 

Fuel 

Cost 

per  ac-ft 

Fuel 

Cost 

per  ac-in 

$2.50 

0.0678 

75 

5.09 

2.17 

11.05 

$27.62 

$2.30 

$2.75 

0.0678 

75 

5.09 

2.17 

11.05 

$30.38 

$2.53 

$3.00 

0.0678 

75 

5.09 

2.17 

11.05 

$33.14 

$2.76 

$3.25 

0.0678 

75 

5.09 

2.17 

11.05 

$35.90 

$2.99 

$3.50 

0.0678 

75 

5.09 

2.17 

11.05 

$38.66 

$3.22 

Electric  fuel  pumping  cost  estimates  -  surface  irrigation  system,  2500  gpm  pumping 
rate,  75  hp  electric  power 

Fuel 

Price 

per  kWh 

Fuel  Used 
kWh/ 
hp-hr 

Power 

Unit  Size- 

hp 

Fuel 

Used 

kWh/hr 

Pumping 

Time 
hrs/ac-ft 

Fuel 

Used 

gal/ac-ft 

Fuel 

Cost 

per  ac-ft 

Fuel 

Cost 

per  ac-in 

$0.06 

0.847 

75 

63.53 

2.17 

138.00 

$8.28 

$0.69 

$0.08 

0.847 

75 

63.53 

2.17 

138.00 

$11.04 

$0.92 

$0.10 

0.847 

75 

63.53 

2.17 

138.00 

$13.80 

$1.15 

$0.12 

0.847 

75 

63.53 

2.17 

138.00 

$16.56 

$1.38 

$0.14 

0.847 

75 

63.53 

2.17 

138.00 

$19.32 

$1.61 

1  Staff  Report  No.  2008-14  Economic  Considerations  in  Conversion  from  Diesel  to  Electric 
Rice  Irrigation  Pumping  Systems  by  Michael  Salassi  and  Michael  A.  Deliberto,  Dept.  of  Ag 
Economics,  LSU  AgC enter 
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American  Sugar  Cane  League  Contact  Committee 

June  29, 2011 

9:30  a.m. 

Envie,  Thibodaux,  LA 

Time 

9:30 

Speaker 

Boo  Levert 

Affiliation 

Contact  Committee  - 
Chairman 

Topic 

Welcome 

9:35 

Ed  Dufrene/ 
N.  Blackwelder 

USDA-ARS-SRU 
ASCL 

Release  of  the  new  variety 
HoCP  04-838Seedcane  from 
Secondary  Stations 

9:55 

Jesse  Lopez 

John  Deere  Thibodaux 

Recent  Progress  from 
John  Deere 

10:15 

Billy  Lawson 

Case  IH 

Case  IH  Product 
Development 

10:35 

Randy  Price 

Kansas  State  University 

Sugarcane  Yield  Monitor 
Research 

10:55 

Brian  Breaux 

LA  Farm  Bureau  Fed. 

A  Snapshot  of  20 11 
Ag  Labor  Issues 

11:15 

Kevin  Norton 

USDA-NRCS 

State  Conservationist 

NRCS  Programs  for 
Producers 

11:35 

Jim  Simon 

ASCL 

League  activity  update 

11:45 

Jack  Roney 

ASA 

Sugar  industry  update 

12:15 

LUNCH 

1:30 

ASCL  Board  Meeting 

Please  call  the  League  Office  at 

985-448-3707 

TO  RESERVE  YOUR  PLACE  FOR  LUNCH 
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2011  Summer  Meeting  Schedule* 

Date  Time**  Time  Event/Location 

June  2  9:00  a.m.  River  Parishes  Field  Day 

Ascension/St.  James/St.  John/St.  Charles 
Welcome  Farms,  St.  James,  LA 

June  3  9:00  a.m.  Terrebonne  Parish  Field  Day 

USDA-ARS,  Sugarcane  Research  Unit 
Chacahoula  Farm,  Schriever,  LA 

June  8-10  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 

Sheraton  New  Orleans,  500  Canal  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA 

June  20-30  Raw  Cane  Manufacturers  Institute 

Nicholls  State  University,  Thibodaux,  LA 

June  29  9:30  a.m.  ASCL  Contact  Committee  Meeting 

Envie  Restaurant,  207  E.  Bayou  Rd.,  Thibodaux,  LA 

July  7-10  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Convention 

New  Orleans  Marriott,  555  Canal  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA 

July  11  8:30  a.m.  Avoyelles/Rapides  Field  Day 

Dewitt  Livestock  Facility 
Dean  Lee  ResearchStation,  Alexandria,  LA 

July  12  9:00  a.m.  Assumption  Parish  Field  Day 

Assumption  Agricultural  Complex 
Napoleonville,LA 

July  13  4:00  p.m.  St.  Mary /Iberia/ Vermilion  Field  Day 

Donnie  Vallot  Farm,  Abbeville,  LA 

July  18-29  Cane  Sugar  Refiners  Institute 

Nicholls  State  University,  Thibodaux,  LA 

July  20  9:00  a..m.  Area  Wide  Field  Day 

Pointe  Coupee/W.  Baton  Rouge/Iberville 

Sugar  Research  Station 

5755  LSU  Ag  Rd.,  St.  Gabriel,  LA 

July  21  8:30  a.m.  Lafourche  Parish  Field  Day 

Lafourche  Agricultural  Bldg.,  Raceland,  LA 

July  22  2:00  p.m.  St.  Martin/Lafayette/St.  Landry  Field  Day 

Levert-St.  John  Farm,  St.  Martinille,  LA 

*  The  following  list  of  sugar  meetings  has  been  provided  by  Dr.  Ken  Gravois,  LSI]  AgC enter  Sugarcane 
Specialist. 

**  Times  listed  for  fields  days  are  for  the  actual  start  time  of  the  function,  registration  begins  at  least  one 
hour  prior  to  the  event. 
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Progressive  Tractor 

a 

Implement  Co.,  Inc. 


m0fm  mm  jPlk  mmm   mm 

C4SE #  # 


USED  CASE  IH  MODELS: 


STARTING  PRICE 


$135,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$122,000 

$95,000 

$75,000 

$76f000 

$40,000 

$50T000 

$50,000 

$33,000 

$43,000 

$30,000 

$42,000 

$25,000 

$40,000 

$170,000 

$150,000 

$150,000 

$85,000 

Visit  our  Website  at  WWW.PR0GRESSIVE-TRACT0R.COM 


MAGNUM  305 

4  AVAILABLE 

MAGNUM  275 

5  AVAILABLE 

MAGNUM  245 

3  AVAILABLE 

MAGNUM  215 

10  AVAILABLE 

PUMA  210 

2  AVAILABLE 

PUMA  195 

3  AVAILABLE 

PUMA  165 

5  AVAILABLE 

MXM  190 

5  AVAILABLE 

MXM  155 

1  AVAILABLE 

MX  180 

1  AVAILABLE 

MAG  8940 

3  AVAILABLE 

MAG  8950 

4  AVAILABLE 

MAG  8920 

1  AVAILABLE 

MAG  8930  -2WD 

1  AVAILABLE 

MAG  7120 -2WD 

1  AVAILABLE 

MAG  7240 

1  AVAILABLE 

STX  435  4WD 

3  AVAILABLE 

STX  380  4WD 

2  AVAILABLE 

STX  385  4WD 

5  AVAILABLE 

STX  375  4WD 

2  AVAILABLE 

LOCATIONS: 


BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367- 

3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
337-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPELOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 


IX 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD. 
LSU  AgCenter 


Sugar  Market  Price  Prospects  for  201 1/12 


After  rising  dramatically  in  2009  and 
leveling  off,  but  remaining  highly 
variable  in  2010,  U.S.  raw  and 
refined  sugar  market  prices  have  entered  the 
first  quarter  of  2011  in  somewhat  of  a 
holding  pattern.  Through  the  first  four 
months  of  this  year,  raw  sugar  prices  have 
held  in  the  38  to  39  cent  per  pound  range 
while  wholesale  refined  beet  sugar  prices 
have  held  in  the  54  to  56  cent  per  pound 
range.  What  path  these  prices  will  follow 
over  the  course  of  20 1 1  and  into  20 1 2  will 
depend  upon  several  factors,  some  of  which 
are  already  impacting  the  market  while 
others  will  have  an  impact  later  in  the  year. 
On  April  11th,  USDA  announced  a 
reassignment  of  325,000  tons  of  surplus 
cane  sugar  marketing  allotments  to  the 
FY2011  TRQ.  The  purpose  of  this 
reassignment  was  to  offset  the  production 
loss  in  Florida  due  to  impact  of  the  January 
2011  freezes.  Louisiana's  FY2011 
allotment  was  decreased  by  42,662  tons,  to 
1.577  million  tons.  As  of  mid  May,  raw 
sugar  market  prices  have  declined  by  4  to  5 


cents  per  pound  in  response  to  this  action 
by  USDA. 

Another  issue  which  could  impact  U.S. 
sugar  TRQ  imports,  and  eventually  price, 
later  this  year  is  the  growing  surplus  of  sugar 
on  the  world  market.  With  a  record  cane 
crop  in  Brazil,  soaring  production  in 
Thailand  and  increasing  exports  from  India, 
the  world  sugar  market  is  expected  to  have 
a  surplus  for  the  second  consecutive  year. 
Current  estimates  of  this  surplus  are  in  the 
range  of  5  to  6  million  tons.  World  market 
raw  sugar  prices  are  expected  to  trend 
downward  through  2011.  World  market 
prices  opened  the  year  at  32  cents  per  pound 
in  January,  but  had  declined  to  25  cents  by 
April.  In  May,  world  raw  sugar  market 
prices  were  at  21  cents  and  holding  for 
contracts  through  years  end.  These  lower 
world  prices  could  influence  TRQ  decisions 
by  USDA  later  this  year. 

One  potentially  significant  development 
which  could  help  support  domestic  sugar 
prices  in  the  coming  year  is  related  to  the 
impact  on  sugarbeet  yield  of  the  delayed 
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planting  currently  underway.  In  the  March 
Prospective  Plantings  Report  from  USD  A, 
sugarbeet  growers  indicated  that  they 
planned  to  plant  about  the  same  acreage 
levels  as  last  year,  about  1.187  million  acres 
nationally  compared  to  1.171  million  acres 
in  2010.  However,  wet  soils  from  snow 
melt  and  wet  weather  have  significantly 
delayed  sugarbeet  planting  this  year. 

Planting  progress  numbers  from  the  two 
top  sugarbeet  states,  Minnesota  and  North 
Dakota,  illustrate  the  situation.  As  of  May 
8th,  only  17  percent  of  the  sugarbeet  acreage 
in  Minnesota  was  planted,  compared  to  100 
percent  planted  in  20 1 0 .  North  Dakota  had 
only  planted  14  percent  of  its  sugarbeet 
acreage  by  May  8th,  compared  to  99  percent 
planted  last  year.  Over  the  past  five  years, 
approximately  68  percent  of  sugarbeet 
acreage  in  these  regions  were  planted  by 
the  first  week  of  May. 

The  initial  projection  of  beet  sugar 
production  in  201 1 ,  as  presented  in  May's 
WASDE  report,  was  set  at  4.8  million  tons, 
the  same  as  2010.  Any  realized  reductions 
in  sugarbeet  yields  would  lower  this  value, 


helping  raw  and  refined  prices  to  hold  near 
current  levels  or  possibly  rise  somewhat. 

A  final  major  factor  influencing  price  this 
year  will  be  the  unstable  level  of  Mexican 
exports  to  the  U.S.  Exports  from  Mexico 
entering  the  U.S.  are  currently  projected  at 
a  record  level  of  1 .5 14  million  tons  for  2010/ 
1 1 .  This  export  level  is  almost  twice  as  high 
as  the  year  before.  U.S.  imports  from 
Mexico  for  201 1/12  are  projected  to  be  down 
significantly  at  about  980,000  tons.  This 
import  level  decrease  is  due  primarily  to 
lower  projected  supplies  in  Mexico  coupled 
with  increased  domestic  consumption. 

Given  the  market  information  and  supply 
and  demand  fundamentals  available  at  this 
date  (mid-May),  it  would  be  expected  that 
raw  and  refined  sugar  prices  should  hold 
near  current  levels  through  the  summer  and 
into  the  fall.  Harvest  conditions  are  always 
a  variable  factor  which  significantly  impact 
price.  At  this  time,  the  biggest  factor  to 
watch  for  in  the  fall  will  be  the  impact  on 
sugarbeet  yields  from  the  delayed  planting 
on  such  large  acreages. 
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You're  First  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA,  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe 
that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 

personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST 

at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(985)  446-9450 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussard  and  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
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TRANSFLOATHD21.5 
SECOND  GENERATION 

Standard  Specifications: 

-  Four  Cylinder  21.5  Mts  wagon  (8-10  Ton) 

-  Heavy  duty  welded  construction 

-  Same  cylinders  for  both  lift  and  dump 

-  Tires  G2  1400x  11R24 

-  Draw  Bar  Eye  Hook 

-  Dual  Full  rollers  on  each  mast 


tit 


Options: 

-  Flow  Divider 

-  Sequential  valve 

-  High  Flotation  Tires  600/50  x  22.5 

-  Ball  Hitch  Draw  Bar 


M&B* 


PRODUCTS 


Mike  Gilpin 

mike.gilpin@att.net 
(985)  227-5807 

David  Sagona 

dsagona2@cox.net 
(225)413-5241 


CONSOLIDATED 

Parts  And  Property,  LLC 


A  Report  on  the  2010  Outfield  Variety  Tests 


Herman  L.  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Nathan  P.  Blackwelder,  ASCL,  Agronomist 

Windell  R.  Jackson,  ASCL,  Senior  Agronomist 

David  R.  Sexton,  LSU  AgCenter,  Research  Associate 

Collins  Kimbeng,  LSU  AgCenter,  Professor 

Edwis  0.  Dufrene,  Jr.,  USDA-ARS,  SRU,  Agronomist 

Michael  J.  Duet,  Jr.,  USDA-ARS,  SRU,  Research  Technician 


Outfield  variety  tests  are  conducted  each  year  on  grower  farms  that  represent  different 
regions  and  soils  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry.  These  tests  include 
recommended  commercial  varieties  and  experimental  varieties  selected  for  a  final 
phase  of  thorough  evaluation  during  the  12  year  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  improvement 
program.  This  report  is  a  summary  of  the  yield  performance  of  the  commercial  and 
experimental  sugarcane  varieties  harvested  in  the  outfield  variety  tests  during  2010. 

Outfield  tests  are  planted,  harvested,  and  evaluated  cooperatively  by  the  Agricultural 
Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  State  University 
Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  The  Three- Way  Agreement,  a 
document  first  signed  in  1926,  establishes  the  precedent  for  conducting  these  evaluations. 

In  2010,  36  outfield  tests  were  mechanically  harvested  at  12  locations  throughout  the 
sugarcane  belt  (Table  1).  These  tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms  with  typical  soils  for  that 
region.  The  planting  date,  harvest  date(s),  soil  type  and  region  for  each  outfield  test  location 
are  provided  in  Table  1 . 

Sugarcane  varieties  at  each  location  were  planted  in  a  randomized  complete  block  design 
with  three  replications  of  each  variety.  The  plot  size  was  two  rows  that  were  50  feet  long 
with  a  5-foot  unplanted  space  between  each  plot.  Six  commercial  varieties,  HoCP  96-540 
(released  in  2003),  L  99-226,  L  99-233  (both  released  in  2006),  HoCP  00-950  (released  in 
2007),  L  01  283  (released  in  2008),  and  L  03-371  (released  in  2010),  were  evaluated  at 
eleven  locations  in  plant-cane,  ten  locations  in  first  stubble,  eleven  locations  in  second 
stubble,  and  four  locations  in  third  stubble.  Four  other  commercial  varieties,  LCP  85-384 
(released  in  1993),  Ho  95-988  (released  in  2004),  L  97-128  (released  in  2004),  and  L  01- 
299  (released  in  2009),  were  included  only  in  second  and  third  stubble  tests.  The 
experimental  variety,  HoCP 04-838,  was  included  in  the  plant-cane,  first  stubble  and  second 
stubble  tests.  Another  experimental  variety,  Ho  05-961 ,  was  included  in  the  plant-cane  and 
first  stubble  tests. 

Each  test  was  harvested  using  chopper  harvesters  provided  by  the  grower  at  each  location. 
Cane  yield  (tons  cane/acre)  was  measured  using  a  three-ton  capacity,  single-axle,  high- 
dump  weigh  wagon  equipped  with  electronic  load  cells  to  record  cane  weight  from  each 
plot.  Cane  quality  was  determined  from  10-stalk  samples  that  were  randomly  cut  from 
each  plot  prior  to  harvesting.  These  whole-stalk  samples  were  weighed  to  determine  average 
stalk  weight  and  then  crushed  with  a  3-roller  mill  to  obtain  juice  for  quality  analysis.  From 
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this  analysis,  theoretical  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  (lbs/ton)  was  estimated  from  the 
Brix  and  pol  values  obtained  for  each  sample  (4).  The  yield  of  sugar  per  acre  (lbs/acre) 
was  estimated  as  the  product  of  tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Yield  data 
for  each  crop,  combined  across  soil  types  and  locations,  are  found  in  Table  2.  Procedures 
used  for  data  collection  and  preparation  have  been  previously  reported  (see  references  1,2, 
and  3). 


Table  1.  Planting  and  harvest  dates,  soil  types  and  regions,  for  12  outfield  locations 
during  2010. 


Location 

Plant- 

cane 

First  stubble 

Second  stubble 

Third  stubble 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest  Planted  Harvest 

2009 

2010 

2008 

2010 

2007 

2010 

2006 

2010 

Light  Soil 

Bon  Secour  l 

9/03 

12/06 

09/24 

12/06 

09/06 

10/18 

09/26 

10/18 

Brunswick 3 

8/27 

11/09 

09/22 

11/09 

09/15 

10/06 

* 

** 

Glenwood  l 

9/02 

11/23 

10/02 

11/23 

09/12 

11/02 

08/16 

11/03 

Lanaux  l 

9/01 

12/02 

09/24 

12/02 

09/11 

10/19 

08/29 

10/19 

Levert-St.  John2 

8/20 

11/18 

09/23 

11/18 

09/19 

10/21 

08/30 

** 

R.  Hebert 2 

9/22 

12/16 

10/13 

11/04 

09/27 

10/22 

09/12 

** 

Heavy  Soil 

Adeline  2 

11/19 

12/10 

10/15 

10/20 

10/05 

10/20 

10/04 

** 

Al  Landry  ' 

* 

** 

10/07 

*  * 

08/27 

10/07 

09/07 

** 

Alma  3 

8/31 

11/10 

09/29 

11/10 

10/22 

10/04 

09/21 

10/04 

Magnolia  ' 

9/01 

11/16 

10/17 

11/16 

09/07 

09/30 

10/10 

** 

Mary  ' 

10/21 

11/15 

10/09 

** 

09/20 

:|:  * 

* 

** 

Shadyside  2 

9/04 

12/01 

10/13 

10/14 

09/28 

10/14 

* 

** 

*  No  test  planted  at 

**  No  test  harvested 


this  location, 
at  this  location. 


1  Mississippi  River/Bayou  Lafourche  region 

2  Bayou  Teche  region 

3  Northern  region 


Data  were  analyzed  using  the  PROC  MIXED  procedure  in  SAS  (ver.  9.1 ).  Least  square 
means  were  estimated  and  separated  using  the  PDIFF  option  where  a  probability  level  of 
d"  0.05  was  considered  significant.  In  2010,  HoCP  96-540  occupied  47.7  percent  of  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  acreage  (5)  and  was  used  as  the  standard  variety  for  comparisons. 
Varieties  that  had  statistically  higher  or  lower  values  than  HoCP  96-540  were  followed  by 
a  "+"  or  "-",  respectively. 

Despite  the  slow  start  to  the  2010  growing  season  due  to  a  cold,  wet  winter,  growing 
conditions  for  the  crop  were  generally  favorable.  Crop  development  was  considered  typical 
for  most  areas,  but  the  harvest  damage  of  2009  persisted  into  the  stubble  crops.  The 
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Table  2.     A  combined  analysis  of  outfield  tests  for  plant-cane  through  third  stubble  crops 
on  light  and  heavy  soil  locations  during  2010. 


Variety 


Sugar/Acre 
(lbs) 


Tons/Acre 
(tons) 


Sugar/Ton 
(lbs) 


Stalk 


weight 
(lbs) 


Population 
(no. acre) 


HoCP  96-540 

L  99-226 
L  99-233 

HoCP  00-950 
L01-283 
L 03-371 

HoCP  04-838 
Ho  05-961 


Plant-cane  crop  at  eleven  locations 


8253 

8745 
8618 
8545 
7806 
9009 
8059 
7913 


30.1 

30.0 
32.0 
28.4 
27.4 
30.9 
29.9 
28.1 


273 

292 
270 
302 
286 
293 
271 
283 


2.85 

2.96 

2.23 
2.37 
2.31 
2.58 
2.31 
2.30 


21483 

20755 
28983 
24400 
24124 
24264 
26237 
25001 


First  stubble  crop ; 

at  ten  locations 

HoCP  96-540 

7707 

28.1 

273 

2.32 

24531 

L  99-226 

9579 

+ 

31.7 

+ 

301 

+ 

2.69    + 

23875 

L  99-233 

8263 

30.9 

+ 

267 

1.89    - 

33013 

+ 

HoCP  00-950 

7911 

26.0 

304 

+ 

1.99    - 

26419 

L01-283 

8951 

+ 

30.4 

295 

+ 

2.07    - 

29441 

+ 

L  03-371 

9086 

+ 

31.1 

+ 

291 

+ 

2.19 

28901 

+ 

HoCP  04-838 

8169 

29.6 

274 

2.06    - 

28755 

+ 

Ho  05-961 

8592 

+ 

28.9 

297 

+ 

1.96    - 

29396 

+ 

Second  stubble  crop  at  eleven  locations 

LCP  85-384 

5813 

23.7 

248 

1.63    - 

29593 

Ho  95-988 

6456 

+ 

25.9 

248 

1.80 

29208 

HoCP  96-540 

5635 

23.6 

242 

1.82 

26492 

L 97-128 

6532 

+ 

24.6 

270 

+ 

1.88 

25959 

L  99-226 

7270 

+ 

27.1 

+ 

270 

+ 

2.16    + 

25606 

L  99-233 

6302 

+ 

26.9 

+ 

238 

1.60    - 

33788 

+ 

HoCP  00-950 

6407 

+ 

23.1 

281 

+ 

1.67    - 

28041 

L 01-283 

7509 

+ 

28.6 

+ 

268 

+ 

1.57    - 

36779 

+ 

L  01-299 

7511 

+ 

29.6 

+ 

258 

+ 

1.57    - 

37803 

+ 

L03-371 

7024 

+ 

26.9 

+ 

262 

+ 

1.91 

28398 

HoCP  04-838 

6130 

24.7 

255 

+ 

1.67    - 

30038 

+ 

Third  stubble  crop  at  four  locations 

LCP  85-384 

4561 

20.0 

229 

1.61 

25100 

Ho  95-988 

5732 

+ 

23.2 

+ 

246 

1.74 

26589 

+ 

HoCP  96-540 

3842 

16.8 

229 

1.78 

18626 

L 97-128 

5798 

+ 

22.0 

+ 

262 

+ 

1.73 

25251 

L  99-226 

6061 

+ 

24.4 

+ 

250 

+ 

2.17    + 

22571 

L  99-233 

4992 

+ 

22.1 

+ 

226 

1.61 

27694 

+ 

HoCP  00-950 

5844 

+ 

21.0 

278 

+ 

1.68 

25712 

L01-283 

6648 

+ 

25.2 

+ 

264 

+ 

1.60 

32131 

+ 

L  01-299 

6377 

+ 

26.1 

+ 

246 

1.54    - 

35302 

+ 

L  03-371 

5921 

+ 

24.0 

+ 

246 

1.82 

26620 

+ 

'+/- 


represents  varieties  that  were  significantly  higher/lower  than  HoCP  96-540,  respectively. 
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Mississippi  River/Bayou  Lafourche  region  and  the  Teche  region  appeared  to  be  more 
adversely  affected  than  the  Northern  region.  However,  the  absence  of  hurricanes  and 
generally  favorable  harvest  conditions  allowed  for  quality  data  collection  in  the  outfield 
tests  during  2010. 

In  the  plant-cane  tests,  all  varieties  yielded  similar  sugar  per  acre  when  compared  to 
HoCP  96  540.  However,  five  varieties,  L  99-226,  HoCP  00-950,  L  01-283,  L  03-371 ,  and 
HoCP  05-961  had  higher  yields  of  sugar  per  ton  than  the  check  variety.  In  the  first  stubble 
tests,  L  99-226,  L  01-283,  L  03-371  and  Ho  05-961  had  significantly  higher  sugar  per  acre 
yields  than  HoCP  96-540.  These  varieties,  as  well  as  HoCP  00-950  also  had  higher  yields 
of  sugar  per  ton  Than  HoCP  96-540.  In  the  second  stubble  tests,  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP 
04-838  yielded  similar  sugar  per  acre  when  compared  to  HoCP  96-540,  while  all  other 
varieties  yielded  significantly  higher  sugar  per  acre.  The  yield  results  in  the  third  stubble 
tests  were  much  the  same,  with  all  varieties,  except  LCP  85-384,  yielding  significantly 
more  sugar  per  acre  than  HoCP  96-540. 

HoCP  04-838  was  harvested  in  plant-cane,  first  stubble,  and  second  stubble  tests  in  2010 
and  is  eligible  for  release  in  2011.  In  all  three  crops  its  sugar  per  acre  and  tons  per  acre 
yields  were  similar  to  HoCP  96-540.  This  variety  also  has  similar  yields  of  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  in  all  but  the  second  stubble  crop  where  it  was  greater  than  HoCP  96-540. 

There  was  one  experimental  variety  from  the  2005  assignment  series  in  the  plant-cane 
and  first  stubble  tests,  Ho  05-961 .  While  Ho  05-961  was  similar  to  HoCP  96-540  in  plant- 
cane,  it  was  significantly  higher  in  sugar  per  acre  yield  in  first  stubble  tests.  Ho  05-961 
appears  to  consistently  have  a  significantly  higher  sugar  per  ton  yield  than  HoCP  96-540. 
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THE  2010  LOUISIANA  SUGARCANE  VARIETY  SURVEY 

Kenneth  A.  Gravois1  and  Benjamin  L.  Legendre2 

1  LSU  AgCenter,  Sugar  Research  Station,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 

2  LSU  AgCenter,  Audubon  Sugar  Institute,  St.  Gabriel,  LA  70776 


Each  year  a  sugarcane  variety  survey  is  conducted  by  the  county  agents  in  the  sugarcane- 
growing  parishes  of  Louisiana  to  determine  the  variety  makeup  and  distribution 
across  the  state.  The  information  presented  in  this  survey  was  summarized  from  the 
19  individual  parish  reports  that  were  submitted.  Agents  in  each  sugarcane-producing 
parish  collected  acreage  according  to  variety  and  crop.  Eleven  varieties,  LCP  85-384, 
HoCP  85-845,  Ho  95-988,  HoCP  96-540,  L  97-128,  L  99-226,  L  99-233,  HoCP  00-950,  L 
01-283,  L 01-299,  and  L  03-371  were  listed  along  with  "Others"  in  the  survey.  The  category 
of  others  included,  but  was  not  limited  to,  small  acreages  of  CP  70-321 ,  CP  89-2143,  HoCP 
91-555  and  small  increase  acreages  devoted  to  the  experimental  variety  HoCP  04-838, 
which  was  released  to  growers  on  May  5, 201 1 .  The  crop  was  divided  into  four  categories, 
which  included  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble  and  third-stubble  and  older  crops. 
Additional  information  regarding  parish  acreage  was  collected  as  needed  from  the  local 
and  state  Farm  Service  Agency  (FSA)  offices. 

Total  State  and  Regional  Acreage 

According  to  USDA-FSA,  there  were  420,138  acres  planted  to  sugarcane  in  Louisiana 
in  2010,  in  addition  to  347  prevented  acres  and  1,191  failed  acres.  There  were  410,328 
acres  included  in  this  survey  or  97.7  percent  of  the  acres  reported  by  USDA-FAS.  The 
2010  sugarcane  acreage  in  Louisiana  was  similar  to  the  acreage  reported  in  2009  (Legendre 
and  Gravois,  2010). 

The  total  sugarcane  acreage  was  highest  for  the  Bayou  Teche  region  (179,918  acres); 
followed  by  the  River-Bayou  Lafourche  region  (163,944  acres);  then  the  Northern  region 
at  66,466  acres.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  increase  in  sugarcane  acreage  in  Pointe  Coupee 
parish.  In  2000,  the  parish  produced  sugarcane  on  25,479  acres,  whereas  in  2010  sugarcane 
was  grown  on  35,758  acres. 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Crop 

In  2010,  13.8%  of  the  state's  acreage  was  grown  as  third  and  older  stubble  crops,  which 
was  3.0  percentage  points  higher  than  2009  (Table  2).  In  2010,  many  growers  kept  more 
acreage  devoted  to  older  stubble  cane  in  an  effort  to  take  advantage  of  higher  than  normal 
sugar  prices.  In  2010, 29.1%  of  the  state's  acreage  was  in  the  plant-cane  crop,  with  similar 
percentages  in  the  first  and  second  stubble  crops,  29.0  and  28.0%,  respectively. 

When  LCP  85-384  was  the  leading  sugarcane  variety  grown  in  Louisiana,  there  was  a 
trend  to  plant  less  cane  each  year  and  keep  more  acres  in  older  stubble  crops  due  to  the 
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Table  1 .  Total  area  planted  to  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  by  region  and  parish  in  2010.12 


Bayou  Teche 

region 

River-Bayou  Lafourche  region 

Northern  reg 

;ion 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Parish 

Acres 

Acadia 

NAR 

Ascension 

18,149 

Avoyelles 

7,075 

Calcasieu 

2,528 

Assumption 

39,551 

Evangeline 

NAR 

Cameron 

NAR 

Iberville 

35,228 

Pointe  Coupee 

35,758 

Iberia 

58,822 

Lafourche 

27,971 

Rapides 

9,745 

Jeff  Davis 

4,375 

St.  Charles 

1,365 

St.  Landry 

NAR 

Lafayette 

12,498 

St.  James 

24,207 

W.  Baton  Rouge 

13,888 

St.  Martin 

26,892 

St.  John 

8,051 

St.  Mary 

44,073 

Terrebonne 

9,422 

Vermilion 

30,730 

Total 

179,918 

Total 

163,944 

Total 

66,466 

Total  all  regions:  410,328 

1  Acreage  based  on  information  obtained  in  variety  surveys  from  19  parishes  by  the 
county  agents  in  2010 

2  NAR  =  No  acres  reported  for  parish 


Table  2.   Estimated  Louisiana  sug 
crop  for  20 10. 

arcane  acreage  percentag 

e  reported  by  variety  and 

Variety 

Plant- 
cane 

First- 
stubble 

Second- 
stubble 

Third- 
stubble 
and  older 

Total 

°In 

-  —  -  -  —     —     —  --       -  /O                   -     _  _       _______ 

LCP  85-384 

<1 

<1 

1 

6 

1 

HoCP  85-845 

<1 

<1 

<1 

2 

1 

Ho  95-988 

1 

1 

4 

6 

2 

HoCP  96-540 

41 

48 

51 

54 

48 

L 97- 128 

3 

7 

18 

23 

11 

L  99-226 

21 

22 

15 

3 

17 

L  99-233 

15 

11 

7 

2 

10 

HoCP  00-950 

7 

6 

2 

<1 

4 

L  01-283 

10 

3 

1 

<1 

4 

L  01-299 

2 

<1 

<1 

<1 

1 

L 03-371 

<1 

<1 

0 

0 

<1 

Other 

<1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Total  acres 

119,585 

119,194 

115,068 

56,481 

410,328 

Percent  of  total  crop 

29.1 

29.0 

28.0 

13.8 

superior  stubbling  ability  of  LCP  85-384.  In  the  era  of  LCP  85-384,  the  acreage  in  second 
and  older  stubble  was  typically  over  50%  of  the  total  acreage;  now  it  is  only  47%.  As 
HoCP  96-540  replaced  acreage  planted  to  LCP  85-384,  the  area  devoted  to  third  and  older 
stubble  crops  decreased  (Table  3). 
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Crop  rotations  in  all  areas  of  the  state  were  similar  (data  not  shown).  With  the  extremely 
wet  harvest  in  2009  and  the  subsequent  cold  winter/spring,  less  stubble  cane  was  kept  than 
was  anticipated. 


Table  3 .  Percent  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  crop  in  third-stubble  and  older  crops  from 
2002  -  2010  for  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  96-540. 


Year 

Third  Stubble  & 
Older  Crops  (%) 

LCP  85-384  (%) 

HoCP  96-540  (%) 

2002 

22.0 

85 

- 

2003 

26.9 

88 

- 

2004 

22.7 

91 

1 

2005 

20.0 

89 

3 

!       2006 

16.7 

73 

14 

|       2007 

11.1 

46 

31 

!       2008 

10.0 

22 

44 

2009 

10.8 

6 

50 

2010 

13.8 

1 

48 

Sugarcane  Distribution  by  Variety 

Since  its  peak  acreage  coverage  of  91%  in  2004,  the  total  acreage  planted  to  LCP  85-384 
has  steadily  declined  (Table  4).  The  one  year  change  for  LCP  85-384  between  2009  and 
2010  was  a  decrease  of  5  percentage  points.  This  giant  among  sugarcane  varieties  has 
served  the  sugar  industry  well  and  was  only  planted  on  very  limited  acreages. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is  some  renewed  interest  in  HoCP  85-845,  more  so  in 
certain  areas  along  the  Mississippi  River  and  Bayou  Lafourche.  This  variety  has  excellent 
stubbling  ability,  a  good  disease  resistance  package,  and  excellent  stalk  erectness.  HoCP 
85-845  was  grown  on  1%  of  the  state's  acreage  in  2010;  a  slight  increase  compared  to  the 
2009  acreage. 

The  acreage  of  Ho  95-988,  released  in  2004,  continued  to  decrease  (-3  percentage  points). 
Ho  95-988  is  an  excellent  stubbling  variety.  The  variety's  main  weaknesses  were  top 
breakage,  susceptibility  to  brown  rust  disease,  and  an  inability  to  tolerate  droughts. 

HoCP  96-540,  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2003,  now  occupies  48%  of  the  state's 
acreage,  which  is  a  decrease  of  2  percentage  points  between  2009  and  2010.  Undoubtedly, 
the  slight  decrease  was  attributed  to  poorer  stubbling  ability  following  the  wet  2009  harvest 
and  the  subsequent  cold  winter  and  spring.  HoCP  96-540  was  the  leading  variety  in  all 
crops  (plant-cane  through  third  and  older  stubble  crops)  for  all  growing  regions  in  2010. 
HoCP  96-540  had  the  highest  plant-cane  acreage  with  39%,  41%,  and  45%  of  the  plant- 
cane  crop  in  the  Bayou  Teche,  River-Bayou  Lafourche  and  Northern  regions,  respectively. 
HoCP  96-540  has  pulled  this  industry  through  some  tough  times  -  let's  hope  we  can  get 
many  more  years  of  production. 

L  97-128  decreased  its  acreage  in  Louisiana  by  6  percentage  points,  down  from  peak 
acreage  of  17%  that  occurred  in  both  2008  and  2009.  The  variety  tended  to  have  light  cane 
yield  and  high  recoverable  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  Smut  often  flares  up  in  the  variety  and 
there  are  now  better  variety  choices.  Both  L  97-128  and  Ho  95-988  served  their  purpose  by 
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Table  4.  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety  trends,  by  variety  and  years,  for  the  period 
2010. 


2006- 


Area  planted  to  sugarcane  by  variety  and  years  (%) 

Variety 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

lyr. 

Change 

LCP  85-384 

73 

46 

22 

6 

1 

-5 

HoCP  85-845 

1 

2 

1 

<1 

1 

0 

Ho  95-988 

2 

4 

5 

5 

2 

-3 

HoCP  96-540 

14 

31 

44 

50 

48 

-2 

L  97- 128 

4 

12 

17 

17 

11 

-6 

L  99-226 

0 

1 

5 

11 

17 

+6 

L  99-233 

0 

<1 

2 

6 

10 

! 

+4 

HoCP  00-950 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

+2 

L01-283 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

4 

+4 

L  01-299 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

\         1 

+  1 

L  03-371 

0 

0 

0 

0 

<1 

0 

Others 

<1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

-1 

Totals 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

providing  a  transition  between  LCP  85-384  and  the  newer  generation  varieties.  The  acreage 
devoted  to  L  97-128  and  Ho  95-988  served  to  keep  the  acreage  of  HoCP  96-540  under 
50%,  which  may  well  have  extended  the  life  of  HoCP  96-540. 

L  99-226  and  L  99-233  increased  in  acreage  by  6  and  4  percentage  points,  respectively, 
compared  to  2009  acreage  reports.  The  percentages  for  L  99-226  increased  in  the  plant- 
cane  crop  for  the  three  regions  as  it  was  planted  at  27,  17,  and  15%,  in  the  Bayou  Teche, 
River-Bayou  Lafourche,  and  Northern  regions,  respectively.  The  ability  of  L  99-226  to 
withstand  the  tough  harvesting  conditions  of  2009  and  the  cold  winter/spring  impressed 
many  growers.  It  field  yields  and  sugar  recoveries  in  the  factories  in  2010  were  excellent. 
The  acreage  of  L  99-226  will  likely  increase  again  for  the  201 1  crop. 

Many  growers  continued  to  plant  L  99-233  on  their  heavy  land  because  of  its  excellent 
stubbling  ability.  L  99-233  was  planted  more  widely  by  growers  in  the  River-Bayou 
Lafourche  region.  For  the  2010  harvest,  field  yields  of  L  99-233  were  not  as  good  as  the 
plant  growth  indicated,  and  the  variety  did  not  respond  to  ripeners  as  well  as  HoCP  96-540. 
L  99-233  had  a  fair  amount  of  smut  in  2010,  but  variety  choices  for  heavy  land  are  limited. 
Both  L  99-226  and  L  99-233  deteriorate  rapidly  after  subfreezing  conditions  and  are  classified 
as  susceptible.  Growers  should  keep  this  in  mind  when  planting  L  99-226  and  L  99-233. 

HoCP  00-950  was  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2007  and  is  being  expanded  on  a 
limited  basis.  Growers  in  the  Northern  region  increased  the  planting  of  HoCP  00-950  more 


Continued  on  page  32 
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Continued  from  page  30 

so  than  its  expansion  in  the  more  southern  areas.  HoCP  00-950  is  more  suited  to  the  better 
drained  sandier  soils  in  the  northern  region,  plus  growers  like  the  early  maturity  of  the 
variety.  HoCP  00-950  had  the  highest  level  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  and  was  considered  as 
one  of  the  earliest  maturing  varieties  ever  released  for  commercial  planting  in  Louisiana. 
The  height  of  HoCP  00-950  at  planting  worries  many  growers,  but  when  harvest  arrives, 
the  field  yields  are  good  and  factory  sugar  recoveries  excellent,  even  in  the  absence  of  a 
ripener. 

L  01-283  was  released  for  commercial  planting  in  2008  with  great  expectations  but  was 
grown  on  only  4%  of  the  state's  acreage  in  2010.  It  has  good  yield  of  tons  cane  per  acre  and 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  L  01-283  is  early  maturing  and  is  generally  erect  and  well  suited  to 
both  whole-stalk  and  combine  harvesting  systems.  Naturally  occurring,  environmentally 
induced  off-types  have  been  increasing  in  L  01-283.  To  date,  clean  seed  companies  have 
had  limited  success  in  using  tissue  culture  to  produce  healthy  seed-cane.  Growers  are 
cautioned  to  watch  the  variety  closely  before  making  too  rapid  of  an  expansion. 

L  01-299  was  released  in  2009  after  superior  sugar  yields  were  obtained  in  second  and 
third  stubble  outfield  tests.  This  variety  was  grown  on  1%  of  the  state's  acreage  in  2010. 
The  variety  had  been  dropped  from  active  testing  due  to  high  levels  of  smut  in  the  inoculated 
disease  trials.  Visual  observation  of  L  01-299  in  the  field  indicated  lesser  amounts  of  smut, 
and  it  was  deemed  a  worthwhile  risk  to  release  the  variety.  It  would  be  wise  to  obtain 
healthy  seed-cane  of  L  01-299  from  one  of  the  tissue  culture  seed-cane  companies. 

The  variety  L  03-371  was  released  in  2010.  Seed-cane  was  distributed  by  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  in  the  fall  of  2010.  Outfield  testing  indicated  the  variety  to  have  excellent 
sugar  and  cane  yields  to  accompany  a  good  disease  package.  The  new  variety  will  be 
expanded  more  widely  in  201 1 . 

The  dominance  of  a  single  variety  can  lead  to  disease  and  insect  shifts  as  was  the  case 
with  brown  rust  and  LCP  85-384  (Hoy,  2005).  With  the  release  of  10  new  sugarcane 
varieties  since  2003,  growers  are  encouraged  to  plant  a  more  balanced  mix  of  varieties. 
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Don't  forget  to 
Please  call  the  League  Office  at 

985-448-3707 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

Cajun  5-row  Sprayer;  Lilliston  Rolling 
Cultivator;  2  sets  of  42"  clamp  on 
duals,  Miscellaneous  attachments  for 
Prime  3-row  Cultivator.  Call  Willie 
at  337-540-4 183. 

Cameco  8  ton  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Transloader  Wagon;  Side  Dump  Hwy. 
Trailers;  Covering  Tool;  (2)  Drain 
Cleaners.   Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at 

337-945-7474 

You  can  now  find  the 
classifieds  on  our 

website  at 
www.amscl.org 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC 


4  Clylinder  High  Dump  Wagon 


Basket: 

12' and  14' 

•  Lift  cylinders:              4"  x  70" 

Load: 

16,000  and  19,000  lbs. 

•  Dump  cylinder:           5"  x  104.5" 

Ship  Weight: 

11,500  lbs. 

•  Pressure  min/max:     1200  psi/2200psi 

Tire/Rim: 

14.4x24/9x24 

•  Working  volume:         15gpm 

18.4x26/18x26 

•  Adjustable  front  hitch 

DumpAngle: 

34° 

•  Pinal  eye  bolts 

Dump  Clearance:     14'8" 

•  Colors:                        Frame  -  Black 

Load  Height: 

9' 

Basket -Green 

Call  Nick 

225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3 1 98 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
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Plan  Now  to  Attend  the 


PLAN  NOW  to  attend  the  28th 
International  Sweetener  Symposium 
in  spectacular  Stowe,  Vermont,  USA.  This 
year's  theme,  "Farm  Bill  in  the  Time  of 
Budget  Deficits:  The  Outlook  for 
No-Cost  U.S.  Sugar  Policy"  will  explore  a 
broad  range  of  topics  of  great  interest  to 
all  industry  stakeholders.  Attendance  at 
the  201 1  Symposium  is  a  must  for 
everyone  in  the  industry  as  preparations 
for  the  Farm  Bill's  renewal  will  be  well 
underway.  How  will  the  U.S.  sugar 
industry,  and  all  of  agriculture,  fare  in  the 
Farm  Bill  given  the  dire  budget  realities? 
Additional  program  topics  will  include  the 
U.S.  and  world  market  supply-demand 
outlook,  and  the  effect  of  multilateral, 
regional  and  bilateral  trade  agreements  on 
world  sugar  policies  and  U.S.  commodity 
programs.  Several  landmark  studies 
regarding  the  industry's  efficiency  and  its 
size  and  scope,  and  food  and  sweetener 
trends  will  be  unveiled  during  the 
Symposium.  All  sugar  market  stakeholders 
will  want  to  explore  these  issues  with  the 
Symposium's  panels  of  renowned  industry 
experts  and  key  policymakers.  Speakers 
include  those  who  are  closely  involved  in 
formulating  sugar  policy,  including  U.S. 
legislators,  domestic  and  foreign 
representatives,  noted  economists  and 
high-profile  sweetener  industry  leaders. 
Listen,  learn,  and  add  your  views  at  lively 
and  informative  sessions  on  these  and 
other  vital  topics.  Network  with  industry 
colleagues  and  customers.  Visit 
www.sugaralliance.org/symposium 
for  more  information.  Program  and 
registration  materials  available  in  late 
May.  Plan  now  to  attend  this  important 
industry  event. 
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Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists  Annual  Meeting 

Farm  Bureau 
In  Unity  There  is  Strength 


Last  month  I  took  the  opportunity  to 
attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  (ASSCT)  which  was  held  in 
New  Orleans.  Congratulations  to  the 
leadership  of  ASSCT  for  putting  together 
an  outstanding  meeting  that  was  very  well 
attended. 

While  there,  I  made  it  a  priority  to  spend 
some  time  with  Bill  Hejl  who  was  the  key 
note  speaker  for  the  event.  After  a  stent  in 
the  military  and  corporate  America,  he 
returned  to  the  Hejl  family  farming 
operation  in  1987.  Bill  is  recognized  as  a 
leader  in  the  sugar  beet  industry.  He 
recently  completed  a  term  as  the  first 
American  President  of  the  World 
Association  of  Beet  and  Cane  Growers .  He 
also  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  American  Crystal  Sugar 
Company,  the  largest  sugar  beet  processing 
cooperative  in  the  U.S. 

Bill  centered  his  ASSCT  message  on 
"SUGAR-  POLITICS  AND 

PRODUCTION."  The  production  portion 


of  his  discussion  was  quite  interesting  as 
production  techniques  for  cane  and  beets  are 
certainly  quite  different.  While  the 
techniques  are  different,  all  sugar  farmers, 
whether  beet  or  cane,  face  many  of  the  same 
problems  with  labor,  equipment 
breakdowns,  regulatory  burdens  and  of 
course  the  wrath  of  Mother  Nature. 

On  the  subject  of  sugar  politics  there  is 
very  little  difference  between  our  two 
industries.  Beet  and  cane  producers  are 
very  fortunate  to  have  such  a  close  working 
relationship  with  each  other.  Bill's  message 
on  sugar  politics  served  to  reinforce  and 
remind  us  of  the  need  to  be  unified  in  our 
efforts  on  Capitol  Hill  and  in  the 
Administrative  offices  in  Washington. 
Remaining  active  in  the  legislative  and  the 
administrative  process  will  become  even 
more  important  as  we  begin  work  on  the 
next  Farm  Bill. 

Farm  Bureau 

The  League  is  fortunate  to  have  a  close 
working  relationship  with  Louisiana  Farm 


Bureau  and  particularly  their  Sugar 
Advisory  Committee.  In  the  coming  months 
we  will  be  working  together  to  evaluate 
various  sugarcane  research  activities.  We 
will  focus  on  research  funding  to  insure  that 
the  appropriate  resources  are  available.  This 
is  certainly  in  keeping  with  the  first  pillar 
of  the  League's  mission  statement  which  is 
to  SUSTAIN  SUCCESS  THROUGH 
EFFECTIVE  RESEARCH. 
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In  Unity  There  is  Strength 

Whether  it's  working  with  sugar  beet 
growers  from  North  Dakota,  Louisiana 
Farm  Bureau  or  any  other  organization  of 
mutual  interest,  we  must  always  look  for 
opportunities  to  unite.  As  stated  in  the 
initial  edition  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin  in 
November  of  1922,  "IN  UNITY  THERE  IS 
STRENGTH." 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


House  Approves  201 2  Ag  Approps 

I  Am  Their  Leader  -  Therefore  I  Must  Follow 

USDA  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


Ih  mid- June,  the  House  completed  action 
on  FY2012  agricultural  appropriations, 
approving  a  $125.5  billion  package  of 
discretionary  and  mandatory  funding  by  a 
217-203  vote.  The  bill  reduces 
discretionary  funding  by  $2.7  billion  from 
FY2011  levels. 

We  did  not  face  an  anti-sugar  amendment 
on  the  floor  this  year,  indicating  that  our 
educational  efforts  with  Members  have 
shown  early  success.  Still,  much  work  will 
need  to  be  done  between  now  and  the  ramp- 
up  of  efforts  to  reauthorize  farm  programs 
in  2012.  In  addition,  the  open  amendment 
process  initiated  by  the  House  makes  it 
vitally  important  that  we  keep  an  eye  on 
floor  proceedings  on  any  and  every  bill  that 
touches  on  agricultural  spending  in  the 
coming  months. 

One  amendment  that  was  approved 
would  prevent  USDA  from  funding 
replacement  of  blender  pumps  and  storage 


facilities  for  the  use  of  ethanol  in  gasoline. 
While  the  House  was  completing  action  on 
the  spending  package,  the  Senate  was 
voting  to  repeal  a  $5  billion  tax  credit  that 
provides  45  cents  per  gallon  to  oil  refiners 
to  blend  ethanol  with  gasoline.  The  credit 
is  set  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  calendar 
year. 

The  Senate  has  not  marked  up  an  ag 
appropriations  package  and  signs  indicate 
that  they  are  preparing  for  another  end-of- 
year  package  of  all  spending  bills.  Keep  in 
mind  that  the  House-passed  bill  is  only  one 
step  in  what  is  shaping  up  to  be  a 
cumbersome  appropriations  process  for  the 
coming  year. 

I  Am  Their  Leader  -  Therefore  I  Must 
Follow 

Over  the  past  eleven  months,  it  has  been 
my  honor  to  serve  as  Chairman  of  the 
American  Sugar  Alliance.    In  that  role,  I 
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have  had  a  unique  opportunity  to  observe 
the  dedicated  efforts  of  ASA's  professional 
staff  as  we  have  dealt  with  issues  far  beyond 
the  typical  legislative  and  programmatic 
activities  that  are  our  bread  &  butter.  I'm 
proud  of  our  team  and  want  to  share  with 
you  my  impressions  from  the  catbird  seat. 

Those  of  you  who  have  been  involved  in 
leadership  of  the  League  are  familiar  with 
the  outstanding  service  that  ASA's 
economist,  Jack  Roney,  has  provided  the 
industry  for  decades  and  many  of  you  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  visit  with  Mr.  Roney 
during  the  League's  annual  Contact 
Committee  meeting. 

Jack  is  an  outstanding  spokesman  for  the 
industry,  bringing  his  intellect  and 
institutional  knowledge  to  the  cause  of 
preserving  and  growing  our  industry 
through  the  good  times  and  the  bad.  But 
he  would  be  the  first  to  tell  you  that  it  is 
ASA's  Executive  Director,  Ms.  Vickie 
Myers,  who  ensures  that  ASA  runs 
smoothly  and  efficiently.  While  Vickie's 
most  public  role  is  to  plan  and  coordinate 
the  annual  industry  gathering,  the 
International  Sweetener  Symposium,  her 
behind-the-scenes  efforts  guide  so  much  of 
what  we  do  for  you  in  Washington.  She  is 
an  unsung  hero  to  us  all. 

And,  while  Jack  Roney  is  the  master  of 
the  economic  charts,  ASA's  research 
assistant,  Prescott  Martin,  is  charged  with 
making  sure  that  those  charts  are  up-to-date 
and  ready  at  a  moment's  notice.  That  goes 
for  every  set  of  policy  papers  and  talking 
points  that  we  utilize  to  such  great  effect  in 
the  halls  of  Congress.  This  young  man  is 
an  outstanding  team  player  who  rarely  gets 
the  credit  he  deserves. 

The  sugar  industry  has  an  outstanding 
team  in  Washington  and  these  individuals 


are  the  backbone  of  our  efforts.  I  hope  all 
of  you  will  be  joining  us  in  Sto we,  Vermont, 
for  the  28th  International  Sweetener 
Symposium  July  29-August  3,  and  I  urge 
you  to  let  Jack,  Vickie  and  Prescott  know 
that  their  dedicated  efforts  are  appreciated. 

USD  A  WASDE  June  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  June  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
2011/2012  increases  sugar  supply  by 
171,000  tons  from  last  month,  totaling 
12,571,000  tons,  mostly  due  to  higher 
imports  from  Mexico.  Domestic 
production  stays  at  8,190,000  tons,  with 
beet  production  at  4,800,000  tons  and  cane 
production  at  3,390,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  is  steady  at  1,440,000  tons  and 
Florida  production  stays  at  1 ,630,000  tons. 
Imports  are  up  175,000  tons,  leveling  out 
at  2,774,00  tons,  and  total  supply  increased 
171,000  tons  to  total  12,571,000  tons. 
Exports  remain  at  200,000  tons,  deliveries 
stay  at  11,315,000  tons,  and  total  use 
remains  at  1 1 ,5 1 5 ,000  tons .  Ending  stocks 
for  September  2012  are  increased  by 
171,000  tons  to  total  1,056,000  tons  and 
the  stocks-to-use  ratio  is  projected  at  9.2 
percent. 

For  2010/1 1 ,  Mexican  production  stays 
at  5,550,000  tons.  Imports  increased 
159,000  tons  to  total  472,000  tons,  while 
domestic  use  remains  at  4,652,000  tons. 
Exports  remain  at  1,382,000  tons,  and 
ending  stocks  increased  159,000  tons  for  a 
total  961,000  tons.  For  2011/12, 
production,  imports,  and  use  remain 
unchanged,  while  exports  increased  by 
159,000  tons,  leaving  ending  stocks 
unchanged  at  98 1 ,000  tons. 
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On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


ARS  Early  Career  Scientist  Winner 

Crop  Report  -  Slow  Growth 

Rust  and  Smut  ■  Mexican  Rice  Borer 

Variety  Characteristics 


Dr.  Ryan  Viator  (USDA- 
ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit, 
Houma,  LA)  has  been  selected  as  a 
winner  of  the  ARS  Research  Scientist  of  the 
Year  Awards  Program.  The  category  in 
which  Ryan  was  honored  was  "Early 
Career.,,  He  was  recognized  for  the  major 
impact  of  his  research,  his  collaboration 
with  other  researchers,  his  partnerships  with 
stakeholders,  and  his  ability  to  communicate 
the  impact  of  his  work  to  other  researchers, 
as  well  as  stakeholders.  During  his  eight- 
year  tenure  at  the  Houma  Station,  Dr.  Viator 
has  based  his  research  on  practical  and 
applied  projects.  His  driving  force  is  to  keep 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  profitable  now 
and  into  the  future.  The  next  time  you  see 
Ryan  congratulate  him  for  his 
accomplishment  and  hard  work  for  this 
industry. 

Crop  Report 

Stands  are  good  and  most  growers  with 
whom  I  have  talked  are  reporting  that  the 
populations  in  their  fields  are  good  enough 
to  produce  a  good  tonnage  crop.  Also, 
Herman  reports  that  most  of  the 
questionable  stands  along  the  lower  Bayou 
Lafourche  have  picked  up  their  populations. 


He  is  now  more  optimistic  about  the 
potential  of  this  year's  crop,  provided  there 
are  good  growing  conditions  and  moisture 
is  adequate. 

Fieldwork  is  well  advanced;  most 
growers  have  completed  their  land  grading 
and  other  fallow  land  work  well  ahead  of 
schedule.  Some  broad  leaf  herbicide 
applications  were  not  completed  because  of 
dry  field  conditions  and  will  not  be  applied 
until  field  moisture  improves  or  until  vines 
become  an  obvious  problem.  Because  of 
the  dry  field  conditions,  some  of  the  early 
sprayed  stools  of  johnsongrass  are  starting 
to  recover  and  outgrow  the  cane;  however, 
overall  this  crop  is  clean. 

Slow  Growth 

With  the  extended  dry  field  conditions 
this  crop  appears  to  be  un-thrifty  and  at  a 
growth  stand  still.  The  extents  to  which 
fields  appear  to  be  off  depend  on  soil  type, 
variety,  and  age  of  cane.  No  matter  the 
variety,  if  it  is  on  clay  soils  it  is  suffering 
with  the  lack  of  rain.  Because  of  lack  of 
vigor  and  pressure  from  weeds,  second  and 
older  stubble  fields  are  the  hardest  hit  by 
the  lack  of  moisture.  In  some  fields  there  is 
browning  of  leaf  tips,  but  the  most  obvious 
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is  the  late  afternoon  rolling  of  the  top  leafs, 
especially  on  clay  soils  and  the  lower  ends 
of  fields. 

At  the  writing  of  this  article  on  June  15, 
20 1 1 ,  most  of  the  industry  could  use  a  good 
slow  soaking  rain.  Most  of  the  area  within 
the  cane  industry  is  reporting  about  50%  of 
their  normal  rain  accumulations  for  this 
year.  Also,  the  first  week  or  so  of  June  broke 
the  record  high  temperature  readings  that 
have  stood  for  more  than  50  years.  For 
several  consecutive  days  the  weather 
reporting  services  within  the  Western  half 
of  the  cane  belt  reported  temperatures  in 
excess  of  100°.  Throughout  the  industry 
those  fields  that  are  heavy  in  clay  content 
have  cracks  that  are  3  to  4  inches  wide  and 
several  feet  deep,  and  for  the  most  part  cane 
in  these  fields  is  showing  severe  symptoms 
of  drought  stress.  These  symptoms  range 
from  tips  of  leaves  turning  brown  to  the  loss 
of  population  in  the  emerging  shoots. 

According  to  Dr.  Sonny  Viator  (LSU 
AgCenter)  growth  measurements  on  June 
8,  2011  at  Iberia  Experiment  Station  for 
HoCP  96-540  indicate  that  both  its  plant 
cane  and  stubble  heights  are  significantly 
lagging  behind  the  average  plant  height  of 
the  last  five  years.  He  also  reports  a  16  to 
17  inch  rain  deficit  going  into  mid-June. 
The  soils  on  which  the  plots  are  growing 
are  typical  soil  for  the  Teche  and  are 
relatively  high  in  clay  content.  However, 
the  growth  measurements  at  the  USDA 
Ardoyne  Farm  Houma,  LA  are  mixed;  with 
this  year's  mid-June  measurements  of  plant 
cane  HoCP  96-540  about  19%  less  than  the 
average  of  the  previous  five  years. 
However,  first  stubble  measurements  are 
reported  to  be  about  20%  above  the  previous 
five-year  averages  for  this  same  date. 

So  again  this  year  it  would  appear  that 
the  crop  has  a  mixture  of  high  and  low 
potential  yields;  making  the  early  prediction 
of  this  crop  almost  impossible.  In  crop  years 
past,  the  industry  has  gone  through  major 
droughts  that  were  not  broken  until  after  the 
1 sl  of  July  and  with  the  continuing  rains  that 
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followed  we  were  able  to  produce  good 
tonnage.  However,  because  of  the  lateness 
of  growth,  recoveries  were  lower  than  the 
average  of  previous  crops. 

As  the  river  stages  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Atchafalaya  are  dropping,  the  open  gates 
feeding  water  into  both  the  Bonnet  Carre  and 
Morganza  spillways  are  being  closed 
quickly.  Only  a  couple  of  growers  were 
producing  sugarcane  within  the  Morganza 
Spillway.  The  total  amount  of  acreage  lost 
(less  than  1 ,000  acres)  is  a  small  portion  of 
the  state's  total  sugarcane  acreage;  but  if  you 
are  one  of  the  unfortunate  growers  that  lost 
acreage  it  is  very  significant  to  you. 

Rust  and  Smut 

At  this  time  there  have  NOT  been  any 
reports  of  major  acreage  with  rust 
infestations.  Cool  temperatures  at  the  end 
of  May  caused  L  99-226  to  turn  a  reddish- 
purple  that  from  the  highway  looks  like  rust, 
but  upon  a  closer  inspection  it  was  proved 
not  to  be.  At  this  late  date  and  the  heat  of 
summer  there  should  be  no  major  problems 
from  brown  rust,  since  it  does  not  do  well  in 
high  temperatures.  However  orange  rust 
thrives  in  the  hot  temperatures,  and  as  has 
been  reported,  spore  showers  were  detected 
last  fall.  If  you  see  a  field  take  off  with  rust 
this  late  give  someone  from  the  League, 
AgCenter,  or  the  USDA  a  heads  up  so  that 
we  can  take  a  look  at  it  and  make  sure  that  it 
is  not  Orange  rust. 

Hot  dry  weather  seems  to  promote  smut 
especially  in  those  varieties  that  are  highly 
susceptible.  During  droughty  conditions 
cane  growth  is  slow,  while  under  the  same 
field  conditions  smut  whips  rapidly  elongate 
after  emerging  and  are  readily  visible  above 
the  cane's  top  leaves.  Of  the  major  varieties 
the  most  reports  of  heavy  smut  infestations 
are  in  the  varieties  L  97-128,  L  99-233,  and 
L  99-226  (short  or  within  the  canopy). 

Mexican  Rice  Borer 

The  Mexican  Rice  Borer  was  first  found 
in  Louisiana  in  December  2008  in  two 


LDAF  monitoring  traps,  both  north  of 
Vinton.  Next  it  was  detected  between  Vinton 
and  Sulphur.  Dr.  Gene  Reagan  (LSU 
AgCenter)  reports  that  the  number  of 
Mexican  Rice  Borer  moths  found  in  traps  in 
that  area  have  increased.  The  report  also 
indicates  that  during  the  weeks  leading  up 
to  mid-May  moths  were  trapped  southeast 
of  Lake  Charles.  The  rice  field  next  to  which 
borers  were  trapped  is  about  15  miles  from 
the  nearest  sugarcane  fields.  Monitoring  the 
insect's  movement  from  its  origination  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas  has  been 
ongoing  for  several  years,  and  continuing 
research  has  been  done  on  controlling  it  in 
anticipation  of  its  migration  into  Louisiana. 
A  project  within  the  ongoing  research  is 
sponsored  by  the  Dedicated  Research 
Funding  Committee.  The  Committee 
requested  that  Dr.  Reagan  look  at  the 
effectiveness  of  post  harvest  burning  on 
reducing  the  potential  numbers  of  borer 
moths  are  that  transported  in  the  delivery  of 
harvested  cane  to  the  mill.  The  project  will 


be  conducted  in  plots  that  are  already 
established  at  the  Texas  A  &  M  Research 
Station  in  Beaumont,  TX. 

Variety  Characteristics 

At  this  time,  most  growers  are  expecting 
that  this  year's  planting  will  be  delayed 
because  of  the  lack  of  height  in  seed  cane. 
However,  as  has  proven  common  over  the 
last  several  years,  someone  will  have  cane 
in  the  ground  and  covered  before  the  last 
day  in  July.  Below  is  a  chart  that  lists  the 
characteristics  of  the  major  varieties  that  will 
be  planted  this  fall.  Review  carefully  and 
see  how  they  fit  into  your  farming  needs. 
One  characteristic  of  note  for  L  99-226  is 
its  lack  of  cold  tolerance.  Previously  the 
speed  at  which  it  deteriorated  following 
freezing  temperatures  of  24-26°  was 
considered  moderate;  however,  because  of 
the  data  collected  following  the  freezes  of 
2009  and  2010,  its  post-freeze  deterioration 
rating  is  now  considered  poor  to  moderate. 


Characteristics  for  Current  Commercial  Sugarcane  Varieties* 

HoCP        L  L       HoCP       L  L  L        HoCP 

96-540  99-226  99-233  00-950  01-283  01-299  03-371  04-838 


Varietal 

Year 

of  Release 

Characteristics 

2003 

2006 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Sugar  per  acre 

G 

VG 

G 

G 

VG 

VG 

VG 

G 

Sucrose  Content  (TRS) 

M-G 

VG 

M-G 

VG 

VG 

G 

VG 

M-G 

Tonnage 

G 

VG 

VG 

G 

VG 

VG 

VG 

G 

Harvestability 

G 

P-M 

P-M 

M 

G 

VG 

P-M 

G 

Maturity 

M 

M-E 

M-E 

E 

E 

M 

M-E 

M 

Stubbling 

G 

G 

VG 

G 

VG 

VG 

G 

G 

Borer  resistance 

S 

R 

S 

S 

MR 

R 

S 

R 

Rust  resistance 

MS 

MS 

R 

R 

M 

R 

R 

R 

Smut  resistance 

R 

S 

S 

R 

R 

S 

R 

R 

Leaf  scald  resistance 

R 

MS 

R 

MR 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Post-freeze  deterioration 

G 

P-M 

P 

G 

G 

G 

P-M 

VG 

Shading 

M 

VG 

M 

VG 

G 

M 

G 

G 

E  =  Early 

R  = 

Resistant 

P  = 

Poor 

M  =  Moderate,  Medium 

MR 

=  Moderately  Resistant 

U  = 

Unknown 

G  =  Good 

MS 

=  Moderately  Susceptible 

VG  =  Very  Good 

S  = 

Susceptible 

*  Compiled  by  Mr.  Ed  Dufrene  from  information  provided  by  researcher  at  ASCL,  USD  A,  and 
LSU. 
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Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 


BROUSSARD         C£k&&  HI 


CANE  EQUIPMENT 


AGRICULTURE 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


Sugarcane  Planting  Cost  Projections  for  201 1 


Sugarcane  planting  will  begin  soon  and 
this  article  presents  some  important 
considerations  and  cost  projections 
related  to  sugarcane  planting  operations  for 
this  year.  Planting  is  a  major  production 
phase  and  very  critical  operation  in  the 
production  of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana.  The 
planting  operation  combines  several 
important  decisions  and  operations, 
including  land  preparation,  variety 
selection,  at  planting  weed  control,  planting 
rate,  and  date  of  planting  just  to  name  a  few. 
Success  in  the  succeeding  plant  cane  and 
stubble  crops  are  highly  dependent  on 
getting  a  good  stand  of  cane  from  planting. 
The  use  of  healthy  seed  cane,  planted  at  the 
proper  rate,  provides  the  best  possible 
chance  of  getting  a  good  stand  of  cane 
growing  in  the  face  of  sometimes  adverse 
environmental  conditions. 

Although  total  planting  costs  per  acre  are 
directly  impacted  by  planting  ratio,  the  goal 
for  a  farm  should  always  be  to  be  as  efficient 
and  timely  as  possible  in  planting 
operations,  following  recommended 
planting  practices,  to  be  assured  of  getting 
a  good  stand  of  cane.  Planting  costs,  along 
with  harvest  costs,  is  a  category  of 
production  costs  over  which  a  grower  has 
considerable  ability  to  influence  (i.e.,  to 


decrease  cost)  without  detrimentally 
affecting  yields. 

Weed  control  in  newly  planted  fields  is 
very  important  to  ensure  that  the  emerging 
sugarcane  crop  gets  off  to  a  good  start.  At- 
planting  herbicide  applications  can  be 
broadcast  or  applied  on  a  band  at  the  top  the 
row.  Broadcast  applications  at  planting  can 
reduce  encroachment  of  weeds  from  the  row 
middles  onto  the  top  of  the  row.  The  LSU 
AgCenter  Sugarcane  Weed  Control  Guide 
lists  several  herbicide  products  available  for 
use  at  planting.  It  is  also  important  during 
this  time  to  consider  weed  control  on  fields 
just  harvested  for  seed.  Any  of  the  herbicide 
programs  listed  for  use  at  planting  can  also 
be  used  for  weed  control  on  fields  harvested 
for  seed. 

The  table  below  presents  estimates  of 
projected  variable  sugarcane  planting  costs 
for  this  year  for  (a.)  wholestalk  hand 
planting,  (b.)  wholestalk  mechanical 
planting  and  (c.)  mechanical  billet  planting. 
These  costs  include  charges  for  actual 
planting  and  related  tillage  operations  as  well 
as  for  starter  fertilizer  and  at-planting 
herbicide  applications.  Charges  for  fallow 
and  seedbed  preparation  are  excluded.  Fuel 
charges  are  based  on  a  current  farm  price  of 
$3.20  per  gallon. 
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Projected  Variable  Sugarcane  Planting  Costs,  2011 


Hand 

Mechanical 

Billet 

Planting  Cost  Item1 

Planted 

Planted 

Planted 

($/acre) 

($/acre) 

($/acre) 

Fertilizer: 

Nitrogen  (15  lbs/A) 

7.65 

7.65 

7.65 

Phosphate  (45  lbs/A) 

28.35 

28.35 

28.35 

Potash  (45  lbs/A) 

21.60 

21.60 

21.60 

Herbicides: 

SencorDF  (1.5  lbs/A) 

22.28 

22.28 

22.28 

Prowl3.3EC  (7.2pts/A) 

30.89 

30.89 

30.89 

Planting  Labor 

75.00 

50.00 

25.00 

Tractor  Labor 

21.61 

18.44 

18.44 

Fuel  ($3.20/gal) 

54.48 

45.93 

45.93 

Repair/Maintenance : 

Implements 

16.37 

11.62 

11.62 

Tractors 

7.28 

6.15 

6.15 

Total  Variable  Planting  Cost 

$285.51 

$242.91 

$217.91 

'Costs  include  all  field  operations  associated  with  planting,  including  fertilizer  and  herbicide 
applications.  Fallow  and  seedbed  preparation  operations  excluded. 


Planting  method  also  generally  has  a 
significant  impact  on  the  quantity  of 
seedcane  required  to  plant  an  acre  of 
sugarcane.  Wholestalk  mechanical  planting 
and  especially  billet  planting  require  more 
seedcane  per  acre  than  hand  planting. 
Additional  seedcane  required  for  planting 
has  always  been  a  large  part  of  sugarcane 
planting  cost.  Additional  harvested 
sugarcane  used  for  seed,  rather  than 
processing  at  the  mill,  represents  a  revenue 


loss  to  the  farm  operation  and  therefore  a 
cost  of  planting.  With  the  higher  current 
market  prices  for  raw  sugar,  this  additional 
planting  cost  has  increased  significantly  in 
the  past  few  years.  The  table  below  provides 
estimates  of  grower  cost  (revenue  loss)  for 
1.0  to  5.0  additional  tons  of  sugarcane 
planted  per  acre  over  a  range  of  raw  sugar 
prices.  At  current  market  prices,  even  small 
quantities  of  additional  required  seedcane 
can  add  up  to  substantial  costs  per  acre. 


Cost  to  Grower  of  Additional  Seedcane  Required  for  Planting,  2011 


Additional  Seedcane 

Cost  of  Additional  Seedcane 

Required  per  Acre 

@  20  cents 

@  25  cents 

@30  cents 

@  35  cents 

($  per  planted  acre) 

1 .0  tons/A 

22.35 

21.94 

33.53 

39.13 

2.0  tons/ A 

44.70 

55.88 

67.06 

78.23 

3.0  tons/A 

67.06 

83.82 

100.58 

117.35 

4.0  tons/A 

89.41 

1 1 1 .76 

134.11 

156.46 

5.0  tons/A 

1 1 1 .76 

139.70 

167.64 

195.58 

Value  of  grower  share  (50.8%)  based  on  a  39%  mill  share,  l/6,h  landlord  share,  220  CRS. 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC. 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussard  and  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 

DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Pfaquemine,  LA  70764 


/TfyjPBOAE 

PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
craigd@proag.org 


(stop  \Lmm 

Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


HEARNE  PLANTERS 

Will  now  be  built  by 
BREAUXfS  WELDING  SERVICE 

137  I-49  South  -  Carencro,  LA  70520 


Contact  MIKE  BREAUX  337-288-8830 

mbdwelding@yahoo.  com 

or  DAVID  HEARNE  337  942-8180 


'.♦Top 

Produc:.: '±\ 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 
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Sweet  crop. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

l-O  /  / -D4o-LAJNL)  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^*n. 

www.  louisianLildnJlxink.com.  lender 
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Notice  of  Release  of  Sugarcane  Variety  HoCP  04-838 

United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Service 

Washington  D.C.  20250 

and 

Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70803 

and 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70301 


The  Agricultural  Research  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center,  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  working  cooperatively  to 
develop  improved  sugarcane  varieties,  have  jointly  developed  and  hereby  announce  the 
release  of  a  new  sugarcane  variety,  HoCP  04-838,  for  commercial  planting  in  the  summer 
of  2011. 

HoCP  04-838  is  a  product  of  the  cross  between  HoCP  85-845  and  LCP  85-384  made  at 
Canal  Point  (CP)  Florida  in  1998  and  selected  at  Houma  (Ho),  Louisiana  in  2001.  The 
variety  HoCP  04-838  compares  well  in  yield  with  the  variety  HoCP  96-540;  the  prominent 
sugarcane  variety  currently  being  grown  in  Louisiana.  In  comparisons  with  HoCP  96-540 
in  31  plant-cane  outfield  evaluations,  HoCP  04-838  had  higher  sugar/acre  (9612  vs.  9019 
lbs.)  and  cane/acre  (35.0  vs.  32.7  tons)  yields,  and  equal  in  sugar/ton  cane  (275  vs  275 
lbs.).  It  had  a  greater  number  of  stalks/acre  (30,245  vs.  24,550),  but  its  individual  stalk 
weight  was  less  (2.34  vs.  2.73  lbs.).  In  21  first-stubble  outfield  evaluations,  HoCP  04-838 
essentially  equaled  the  yields  of  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar/acre  (8569  vs.  8059  lbs.),  cane/acre 
(32.0  vs.  30.6  tons),  and  sugar/ton  cane  (267  vs.  264  lbs.).  The  stalk  population  of  HoCP 
04-838  was  again  greater  than  HoCP  96-540  (32,065  vs.  27,015  stalks  per  acre),  but  its 
stalk  weight  was  less  (2.02  vs  2.29  lbs.).  In  1 1  second-stubble  outfield  evaluations,  HoCP 
04-838  was  comparable  to  HoCP  96-540  in  sugar/acre  (6130  vs.  5635  lbs.)  and  tons  cane/ 
acre  (24.7  vs  23.6  tons).  However,  Ho  04-838  had  greater  sugar/ton  cane  (255  vs  242  lbs.) 
and  stalks/acre  (30,038  vs  26492).  Only  in  stalk  weight  did  HoCP  96-540  exceed  HoCP  04- 
838  (1.67  vs  1.82  lbs.). 

An  important  concern  of  HoCP  04-838  is  its  level  of  fiber.  Fiber  levels  from  44  evaluations 
averaged  13.8%  fiber  for  HoCP  04-838.  This  value  is  116%  and  114%  of  HoCP  96-540  and 
L  99-226  respectively.  However,  this  level  of  fiber  is  comparable  to  some  other  recommended 
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varieties  considered  to  have  high  fiber  and  is  thought  acceptable  to  Louisiana  sugarcane 
millers.  HoCP  04-838  is  less  prone  to  lodging  than  most  commercially  released  sugarcane 
varieties  in  Louisiana;  hence,  sediment  levels  of  delivered  cane  to  the  processors  should  be 
lower. 

HoCP  04-838  is  resistant  to  smut  caused  by  Ustilago  scitaminea  and  brown  rust  caused 
by  Puccinia  melanocephala.  It  is  moderately  resistant  to  leaf  scald  caused  by  Xanthomonas 
albilineans  and  resistant  to  ratoon  stunt  caused  by  Leifsonia  xyli  subsp.  xyli.  HoCP  04-838 
is  also  considered  resistant  to  sugarcane  borer,  Diatraea  saccharalis ,  based  on  bored 
internode  data,  but  does  show  a  diminished  level  of  tolerance  to  feeding  damage.  However, 
HoCP  04-838  is  still  considered  a  variety  that  can  be  grown  in  areas  where  insecticides 
cannot  be  applied. 

Field  observations  suggest  that  HoCP  04-838  is  no  more  susceptible  to  herbicides 
commonly  used  for  the  control  of  problematic  weeds  than  currently  grown  varieties.  Based 
on  a  limited  amount  of  data,  HoCP  04-838  shows  only  slight  response  to  glyphosate  ripener 
applications.  HoCP  04-838  matures  at  a  rate  comparable  to  other  varieties  recommended  to 
growers,  but  is  not  as  early  maturing  as  HoCP  00-950.  An  important  positive  trait  for  this 
variety  is  its  freeze  tolerance,  ranking  as  one  of  the  most  cold  tolerant  varieties  to  come 
through  the  Louisiana  variety  development  program. 

Seed  cane  of  HoCP  04-838  will  be  distributed  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of 
the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  in  accordance  with  procedures  to  be  announced  to  all  sugarcane  growers 
in  Louisiana  on  or  after  July  1 ,  201 1 .  Inquiries  concerning  seed  cane  should  be  directed  to 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League,  206  East  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 .  Neither 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  nor  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  has  seed  cane  available  for  distribution. 

Dr.  Judith  B.St.  John 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator,  USD  A,  Agricultural  Research  Service 

Dr.  John  S.  Russin 

Acting  Director,  LSU  AgCenter,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 

Mr.  Wallace  Ellender,  III 

President,  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc. 


ta\TE  CAST*  "Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

^^  •  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 

•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

_  m*-y  •  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

'UZER  CO  p  0  Bqx  25Q     32705  Highway  1  South 

T       .,  .      u      .  White  Castle   LA   70788 

True  Value  Hardware       _.  ,-,-,,-x  ,-„,-  -,,-..,-     ,-        n,n  c/tc  0^c 

Phone:  (225)545-3616     Fax:  (225)545-8065 

FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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Summary  of  yield  for  HoCP  04-838  and  commercial  standards  in  outfield  variety  trials. 
2008- 2010. ' 


Combined  plant  cane  means  from  thirty- 

-one  outfield  tests  (2008  -  2010) 

Sugar/ 

Tons/ 

Sugar/ 

Weight/ 

Stalks/ 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

stalk 

acre 

(lbs.) 

(tons) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(no.) 

HoCP  04-838 

9612 

35.0 

275 

2.34 

30245 

HoCP  96-540 

9019  - 

32.7   - 

275 

2.73  + 

24550    - 

L  99-226 

9437 

32.3   - 

292  + 

2.97  + 

22049    - 

L  99-233 

9765 

35.7 

274 

2.15   - 

33764   + 

HoCP  00-950 

9561 

31.9  - 

300  + 

2.32 

27876    - 

L01-283 

9153  - 

32.1    - 

286  + 

2.27 

28870 

L  03-371 

9765 

33.4  - 

293  + 

2.52  + 

26860    - 

Combined  1st  stubble  means 

from  twenty- 

one  outfield  test 

Sugar/ 

Tons/ 

Sugar/ 

Weight/ 

Stalks/ 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

stalk 

acre 

(lbs.) 

(tons) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(no.) 

HoCP  04-838 

8569 

32.0 

267 

2.02 

32065 

HoCP  96-540 

8059 

30.6 

264 

2.29  + 

27015     - 

L  99-226 

9186  + 

31.5 

291  + 

2.60  + 

24611     - 

L  99-233 

8499 

32.1 

265 

1.86  - 

34758   + 

HoCP  00-950 

8540 

28.5   - 

300  + 

1.91    - 

30006    - 

L01-283 

9223  + 

32.2 

287  + 

1.94 

33848 

L  03-371 

8886 

31.7 

281  + 

2.20  + 

29045    - 

Combined  2nd  stubble 

means  from  eleven  outfield  tests  (2010) 

Sugar/ 

Tons/ 

Sugar/ 

Weight/ 

Stalks/ 

Variety 

acre 

acre 

ton 

stalk 

acre 

(lbs.) 

(tons) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(no.) 

HoCP  04-838 

6130 

24.7 

255 

1.67 

30038 

LCP  85-384 

5813 

23.7 

248 

1.63 

29593 

Ho  95-988 

6456 

25.9 

248 

1.80  + 

29208 

HoCP  96-540 

5635 

23.6 

242  - 

1.82  + 

26492    - 

L 97-128 

6532 

24.6 

270  + 

1.88  + 

25959    - 

L  99-226 

7270  + 

27.1  + 

270  + 

2.16  + 

25606    - 

L  99-233 

6302 

26.9 

238  - 

1.60 

33788   + 

HoCP  00-950 

6407 

23.1 

281  + 

1.67 

28041 

L01-283 

7509  + 

28.6  + 

268  + 

1.57 

36779   + 

L  01-299 

7511  + 

29.6  + 

258 

1.57 

37803   + 

L  03-371 

7024  + 

26.9 

262 

1.91  + 

28398 

Yield  estimates  which  are  significantly  higher  or  lower  (P=0.05)  than  estimates  for 
HoCP  04-838  are  noted  with  a  "+"  or,  "-"  respectively. 
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LIST  OF  STATIONS  WHERE  HoCP  04-838  IS  AVAILABLE 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  has  been  directed  by  the  U.S .  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  to  undertake  a  fair  and  impartial 
distribution  of  the  newly  released  variety  of  cane  known  as  HoCP  04-838. 

It  has  been  grown  with  the  understanding  that  those  growing  HoCP  04-838  will  be  paid 
the  price  of  mill  cane  plus  a  bonus,  and  the  League  is  authorized  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  to  charge  a  distribution  fee 
of  $1.00  per  ton. 

If  you  wish  to  order  seed  cane  of  this  new  variety,  please  fill  out  the  application  form 
found  in  this  issue  of  THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN.  NO  OTHER  FORM  OF  APPLICATION 
WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  AND  IT  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE,  P.  O.  DRAWER  938,  THIBODAUX,  LA  70302, 
NO  LATER  THAN  MONDAY,  AUGUST  1 ,  201 1 . 

The  price  of  this  seed  cane  is  $56.00  per  ton,  cut  and  loaded  on  to  your  vehicle  at  the 
secondary  station.  The  cane  will  be  cut  with  a  mechanical  harvester.  There  is  no  guarantee, 
expressed  or  implied,  that  the  seed  offered  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds,  or 
weed  seeds. 

For  the  convenience  of  delivering  and  handling  HoCP  04-838  the  League  is  requesting 
purchasers  to  name  three  secondary  stations  from  which  they  are  willing  to  receive  cane. 
The  League  will  attempt  to  fill  all  orders  from  one  of  the  three  selected  secondary  stations. 
If  this  is  not  possible,  the  order  will  be  filled  from  the  nearest  secondary  station.  If  only  one 
secondary  station  is  named  and  the  order  cannot  be  filled  from  that  station,  then  the  order 
will  be  filled  from  a  secondary  station  selected  by  the  League. 

On  August  1,  2011  all  seed  will  be  allocated  and  there  will  be  no  switching  of 
secondary  stations. 

The  secondary  stations  possessing  HoCP  04-838  are: 


Parish 

Station 

Operator 

Ascension 

Palo  Alto 

Palo  Alto  Farms 

New  Hope 

Triple  M  Farms 

J  &  R  Robert 

J  &  R  Robert  Farms 

Assumption 

Belle  Alliance 

Carmouche  Planting 

Cedar  Grove 

E.G.  Robichaux 

Little  Texas 

Tex  Emma 

Lula 

Landry  Bros. 

Goldmine 

Thibodeaux  Bros. 

Westfield 

Landry  Farms 

Iberia 

Caroline 

Danny  Walet 

Enterprise 

M.A.  Patout 

Freyou  Farms 

Glenn  Freyou 

Ronald  Hebert  Farms 

Ronald  Hebert,  Jr. 

Square  B  Farms 

Ricky  Broussard 

Ulysee  Gonsoulin 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 
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Parish 

Iberville 


Station 


Operator 


Lafayette 
Lafourche 

Pointe  Coupee 

St.  James 

St.  John 
St.  Martin 

St.  Mary 


Rapides 

Terrebonne 

Vermillion 

W.  Baton  Rouge 


Cannonburg 

Bryan  Campesi 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

Frank  Pearce  &  Sons 

Al  Landry 

Alton  Landry  Inc. 

St.  Louis 

St.  Louis  Planting 

Advanced  Agriculture 

Bubba  Guidry 

Dwayne  Viator  Farms,  LLC 

Dwayne  Viator 

Leighton 

Godfrey  Knight 

McLeod 

Big  D  Farms 

Raceland 

Ellender  Farms 

Alma 

Alma  Planting  Co. 

Lacour 

Marty  Graham 

Brunswick 

Joe  Beaud,  III 

Blackberry 

Blackberry  Farms 

Graugnard  Farms 

Graugnard  Farms 

Martin  &  Poche 

Martin  &  Poche 

Glendale 

Southland  Farms,  Inc. 
Huey  Dugas  Farms 
Levert  St.  John 

Allain 

Breaux  Bros. 
Champagne  Farms 
Frank  Martin  Farms 
Northside  Planting  Co. 

H.E.  Harper  Farms 

Magnolia 

Sam  Duplantis 

Willis  Provost  Farms,  Inc. 

Morris  Farms 


T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

Dane  Berard 
Huey  Dugas 
Levert  St.  John 

Adeline  Planting 
Herbert  Breaux 
Mike  Champagne 
Robert  Judice,  Jr. 
Clint  &  Chad  Judice 

Jim  &  Ross  Harper 

Danny  Naquin  Farms 

Sam  Duplantis 
Willis  Provost 

Morris  Farms 


r> 
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Now  Manufacturing  Self -i 

*       for  the 

Sugar  Industry 


■■iii 


J«[«JkMiitl]tfI««YiiWKliTeTil 


isyour  authorized  ,  hn  )eere  dealer  for  all  < 
your  cane  harvesting  e<  it,  parts  and 

service  needs. 


Wm  \  ':A 


Wagons 


,vk 


HONIRON  Vertical  Crvstallizer  installation 


Moniron  corporation 

P.O.  Box  620 

Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Phone:337-276-6314 

Fax:337-276-3614 

ihoniron.com  |  www.honii 
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THE  LAST  DAY  ON  WHICH  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SEED  CANE 
OF  HoCP  04-838  CAN  BE  ACCEPTED  IS  AUGUST  1,  201 1 

The  cane  will  cost  $56.00  per  ton.  The  League  will  keep  $1 .00  per  ton  and  give  the  rest 
to  the  Secondary  Stations.  The  League  will  make  every  effort  to  fill  orders  at  locations 
selected  by  applicants.  It  is  important  that  you  fill  out  the  application  completely  (first, 
second,  and  third  choices)  so  that  we  might  provide  you  with  the  best  service. 

Tear  Out  Application  and  Mail  to:     AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

P.  O.  DRAWER  938 
THIBODAUX,  LA  70302-0938 

APPLICATION  FOR  HoCP  04-838  SEED  CANE 
Date 

I  hereby  apply  for tons  of  HoCP  04-838  seed  cane. 

I  agree  to  pay  when  an  allocation  is  assigned  to  me,  and  I  am  to  be  notified  concerning 
this  and  supplied  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  grower  from  whom  I  am  to  get  the  cane, 
which  I  will  send  for  on  a  specified  delivery  date.  I  understand  that  this  cane  will  not  be 
trash  free. 

If  for  any  reason  this  order  cannot  be  filled,  it  is  understood  that  my  money  will  be 

refunded  to  me.  My  2011  total  acreage  in  cane  for  sugar  and  seed  is 

acres. 

The  locations  I  wish  to  receive  my  allocation  of  HoCP  04-838  are: 

1st  choice 

2nd  choice 

3rd  choice 

This  application  is  made  with  the  full  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  get  as  much  as  I  apply  for,  and  that  there  is  no  guarantee  expressed  or  implied  that  this 
seed  is  free  of  mixtures,  diseases,  insects,  weeds  or  weed  seeds. 

My  farm  is  located  between  these  two  towns: and 


PLEASE  PRINT 

Name 


Mailing  Address 

City 

Zip 


Phone  #  (Day)   (Evening) 

E-mail  address 


DO  NOT  SEND  MONEY  NOW 
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201 1  Grower  Survey  and  Mechanical  Planter  Update 

By:  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  Windell  Jackson  and  Nathan  Blackwelder 


We  would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  the  growers  who  attended  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  regional  meetings.  We  appreciate  everyone  taking  the  time  to 
come  out  and  learn  more  about  the  League's  activities  that  are  helping  you  to 
remain  competitive  in  this  ever-changing  sugar  market.  The  information  that  was  presented 
generated  lots  of  interesting  discussion  and  the  good  attendance  demonstrates  the  level  of 
commitment  our  membership  has  to  the  League.  It  is  easy  to  recognize  why  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  continues  to  remain  strong. 

The  grower  surveys  that  were  distributed  at  the  meetings  have  been  tallied  and  recorded. 
The  results  from  159  surveys  are  presented  in  Table  1.  With  over  50%  of  the  industry 
acreage  being  accounted  for,  this  survey  can  be  considered  a  fair  representation  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  at  this  time.  While  the  data  are  grouped  into  acreage  categories, 
there  are  no  definite  trends  reported  so  this  discussion  will  primarily  focus  on  overall  totals 
and  averages.  According  to  the  survey,  29%  of  the  growers  plant  by  mechanical  planters 
only,  42%  plant  by  hand  planters  only,  and  29%  use  both  methods.  The  growers  who  use 
both  methods  report  that  mechanical  planters  are  used  to  plant  80%  of  the  acres  and  the 
remaining  20%  of  the  acres  are  hand  planted.  Taking  these  figures  into  consideration, 
approximately  50%  of  the  total  acreage  will  be  planted  by  mechanical  planters  and  50% 
will  be  hand  planted.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  growers  are  in  the  0  to  999  acre  and 
1000  to  1999  acre  categories,  but  the  trend  toward  larger  average  farm  size  is  represented 
by  the  number  of  growers  in  the  larger  acreage  categories.  There  was  a  time,  not  very  long 
ago,  that  few,  if  any,  farms  were  in  the  larger  acreage  categories.  The  last  column  to  the 
right  shows  that  32%  of  the  total  acres  are  planned  to  be  planted  this  year. 

Table  1:  2011  Grower  Survey  on  Planting 


Acres 

Number 

of 
Growers 

% 

Mechanical 

only 

% 

Hand 

only 

%  using 

both 
methods* 

Acres 
(total) 

Fallow 

Acres 

(%  of  total) 

0  to  999 

60 

38 

40 

22 

35278 

33 

1000  to  1999 

59 

27 

43 

29 

84987 

33 

2000  to  2999 

24 

12 

46 

42 

57080 

30 

3000  over 

16 

25 

44 

31 

59860 

33 

Totals/ Averages 

159 

29 

42 

29 

237205 

32 

^Growers  who  plant  using  both  methods  report  using  mechanical  planters  for  80%  of  the 
acres  and  hand  planters  for  20%  of  the  acres. 
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Growers  are  faced  with  many  decisions  concerning  the  planting  of  this  year's  crop. 
Preparations  must  be  made  far  in  advance  of  the  actual  planting  operation.  Growers  who 
plan  to  hand  plant  must  anticipate  how  much  labor  will  be  needed  and  secure  an  adequate 
work  force  to  complete  the  operation  in  a  timely  manner.  This  has  become  increasingly 
difficult  for  many  growers  who  must  plant  a  sizable  acreage.  Those  who  plan  to  plant  with 
mechanical  planters  must  make  needed  modifications  so  that  when  it's  time  to  plant  cane 
there  are  no  last  minute  changes  to  cause  unnecessary  delays. 

Numerous  tests  have  shown  great  benefits  to  early  planting  with  the  current  varieties. 
This  in  itself  presents  a  challenge  since  more  and  more  fallow  acres  have  a  rotation  of 
soybeans  worked  into  the  mix.  The  lack  of  moisture  this  year  throws  another  twist  into  the 
story  since  much  of  the  cane  to  be  used  for  seedcane  has  yet  to  have  enough  moisture  for 
normal  growth.  No  grower  likes  to  plant  short  cane  but  the  likely  hood  of  that  scenario  is 
slowly  taking  shape.  This  will  likely  increase  seedcane  costs,  which  has  long  been  a  concern 
for  growers,  but  even  more  so  now  that  sugar  prices  have  improved.  Every  additional  ton 
of  seedcane  used  can  be  considered  a  missed  opportunity  to  have  more  tons  to  harvest. 
While  this  is  an  area  of  production  that  is  not  often  focused  on,  growers  who  have  shifted 
away  from  mechanical  to  hand  planting  have  made  the  switch  to  gain  control  of  this  area  of 
their  operation. 

Data  from  2007  and  2009  mechanical  planter  tests  show  a  wide  variation  in  the  amount 
of  seedcane  used.  Table  2  summarizes  the  tons  of  seedcane  used  by  various  mechanical 
and  hand  planters  tested.  Hand  planters  used  from  3.6  to  5.4  tons  of  seedcane  per  acre. 
Mechanical  planters  with  a  rubber  belt  floor  used  from  4.9  to  6.8  tons  of  seedcane  per  acre. 
These  planters  also  had  more  of  the  latest  modifications  to  help  meter  the  cane  consistently. 
Some  growers  have  reported  problems  with  soil  buildup  under  the  rubber  belt,  but  no 
troubles  were  noted  while  the  tests  were  conducted.  Variations  of  this  system  are  currently 
being  used  across  the  industry.  Mechanical  planters  with  a  slat  floor  seem  to  be  more 
durable,  but  these  planters  used  from  8.3  to  13.5  tons  of  seedcane  per  acre. 

Continuous  improvements  have  been  made  to  help  mechanical  planters  deliver  a  consistent 
seed  rate  and  conserve  seedcane.  The  mechanical  planter  modifications  that  were  funded 
by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  in  2007  show  that  improved  planter  performance  has 
been  achieved.  The  modifications  have  now  been  tested  and  data  for  a  complete  crop  cycle 
have  been  recorded.  Table  3  shows  the  crop  cycle  yields  and  the  tons  of  seedcane  used  for 
each  planter  treatment.  In  this  test,  all  of  the  planter  treatments  had  similar  crop  cycle 
yields.  The  mechanical  planter  treatments  were  covered  without  fixing  the  piles  and  gaps. 
This  data  shows  that  mechanical  planters  can  be  operated  efficiently  and  thus  eliminates 
some  of  the  labor  requirements  of  the  planting  operation.  An  economic  analysis  showed 
that  in  this  test  the  partially  modified  planter  had  50%  more  cost  per  acre  and  the  unmodified 
planter  had  40%  more  cost  per  acre  than  the  hand  planted  check  while  the  modified  planter 
was  operated  at  approximately  30%  less  cost  per  acre  than  the  hand  planted  check.  The 
modified  planter  was  the  most  efficient  since  it  had  the  least  planting  expense  without  any 
loss  in  yield;  thus,  generated  the  greatest  net  returns  compared  to  the  hand  planted  check. 

Thanks  to  Domingues  Farms  and  David  Louviere  for  the  help  with  planting  and  harvesting 
the  test  and  planter  modifications.  Special  thanks  to  Dr.  Ryan  Viator  of  the  USDA-ARS 
for  help  with  the  data  collection  and  statistical  analysis  and  Dr.  Mike  Salassi  of  the  LSU  Ag 
Center  for  economic  analysis. 
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Table  2:  Tons  of  seedcane  used  by  various  mechanical  and  hand  planters  in  2007  and  2009 
tests 


Mechanical 
Planter 
(slat  floor, 
front  feed) 

Seed/Acre 
(96-540) 

Mechanical 

Planter 
(belt  floor, 
front  feed) 

Seed/Acre 
(96-540) 

Hand 
Planter 

Seed/Acre 
(96-540 

Regular  Drum  A 

13.5 

Large  Drum  A 

6.8 

3  stalks  + 

5.4 

Regular  Drum  B 

9.3 

Large  Drum  B 

6.4 

3  stalks  + 

4.5 

Large  Drum  A 

9.1 

Large  Drum  C 

6.3 

2  stalks  + 

3.6 

Regular  Drum  C 

8.5 

Large  Drum  D 

4.9 

Large  Drum  B 

8.3 

Table  3:  Crop  cycle  yields  and  seedcane  used  for  mechanical  planter  modification  test 
planted  in  2007. 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA       (337)  367-8233 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Kenneth  Guillory 

New  Iberia 
(337)  364-0217 


Lenny  Waguespack 

Thibodaux 
(985)446-9450 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
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Classifieds  are  offered  to  all  dues 
paying  grower  members... 

Do  you  have  something  to  sell??? 

Try  the  Classifieds 

in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

and  now  offered 

on  our  website  at  www.amscl.org 

Your  items  will  really  sell! 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC 


4  Clylinder  High  Dump  Wagon 


Basket:            12' and  14' 

•  Lift  cylinders:             4"x70" 

Load:                16,000  and  19,000  lbs. 

•  Dump  cylinder:           5"  x  104.5" 

Ship  Weight:    11,500  ibs. 

•  Pressure  min/max:     1200psi/2200psi 

Tire/Rim:          14.4x24/9x24 

•  Working  volume:        15gpm 

18.4x26/18x26 

•  Adjustable  front  hitch 

Dump  Angle:             34° 

•  Pinal  eye  bolts 

Dump  Clearance:     14'8" 

•  Colors:                        Frame  -  Black 

Load  Height:               9 ' 

Basket  -  Green 

Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3 1 98 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
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Confirm 


2F  INSECTICIDE 


Now  offered  by  Gowan  Company 

•  Superior  control  off  sugarcane  borers 

•  Proven  performance  under  all 
environmental  conditions 

•  Excellent  residual  control  on  borer 
pests 

•  Low  impact  on  the  environment  and 
beneficials 

Awarded  the  Presidential 
Green  Chemistry  Award 


Gowan 


"Having    worked    with    C< 


es,  I  can  attest  to  tne 
;  i  <  c  K.w»dn  performance  in  managing 
sugarcane  borer  infestations  m  the  toughest 
conditions.  At  the  same  time,  its  narrow 
spectrum  allows  us  to  preserve  beneficial 
insects  we  never  knew  we  had  before. 
Its  product  saf~1- 
long  residual  make  Confirm  a  major  tool  in 
suaarcane  IPM.V 


Blaine  Viator,  Ph.D. 


800.883.1844  ■  www.gowanco.cot 
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KEEP  THE  WEEDS 

DOWN   &  OUT 
IN  YOUR  SUGAR  CANE 


Apply  Yukon  Herbicide  during  fallow, 
after  planting  or  stubble  green  up  in  2011 


Two  modes-of-action 


Excellent  nutsedge  and  broadleaf  control 

Residual  control  after  application 

Good  crop  safety 


Don't  let  weeds  compete  with  your  sugar  cane 
Ensure  Yukon  Herbicide  is  part  of  your  program  in  2011 


,®    For  more  information:    www.gowanco.com 
Kevin  Stewart  ■  (901)  489-0060 


M 
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The  Go  To  Company 

Yukon®  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries,  LTD.  EPA  Reg  No  81880-6-10163.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
AD11-Yukon_sugar-bulletin  040511 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

Cameco  8  ton  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Transloader  Wagon;  Side  Dump  Hwy. 
Trailers;  Covering  Tool;  (2)  Drain 
Cleaners.   Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at 

337-945-7474. 

2-12  feet  wide  Planter's  Aid  Wagons 
-Good Condition.  Call 337-302-4430. 

Wanted:  Buy,  Rent  or  Lease  Whole 
Stalk  Sugarcane  Loader,  Any  Make. 
Call  Welcome  Plantation,  Inc.  at  225- 
964-8061. 
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Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  vou,  whether  it's 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1~0  /  /  ■Ot-0"jL</\INLJ  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 

for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       y^ 

www.  louisianalandbank.  com.  lender 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


i! 


Sugar  Users  Report  Strong  Profits 


The  National  Confectioners 
Association  (NCA)  puts  out  a  daily 
newsletter  to  members  and  others 
who  follow  the  candy  business.  That 
publication  has  been  an  intriguing  source  of 
double  talk  over  the  past  month. 

On  balance,  it's  been  full  of  good 
news.  The  NCA  touted  in  one  post  that 
"Easter  confectionary  sales  have  been 
trending  upward,  growing  from  $2  billion  in 
2009  to  $2.02  billion  in  20 10... projections 
for  2011  to  $2,062  billion  in  sales." 

And  the  final  haul  from  Valentine's  Day 
chocolate  sales  was  reported  in  another  entry 
to  be  up  nearly  3  percent. 

Companies,  in  turn,  saw  strong 
profits.  The  industry's  newsletter  directed 
readers  to  a  news  report  of  Hershey 
reporting  $1.56  billion  in  sales  for  the 
financial  quarter— an  11  percent  increase— 
with  net  income  climbing  nearly  $13  million 
from  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 


Kraft  Foods  "reported  a  better-than- 
expected  first-quarter  profit,"  another  article 
in  the  NCA  newsletter  noted.  Net  revenue 
for  the  company  rose  11  percent  to  $12.6 
billion. 

This  positive  news  is  apparently  trickling 
out  into  a  hurting  job  market  too.  A  May  9 
NCA  newsletter  posting  said  of  Michigan 
job  growth:  "  [Former]  Gov.  Jennifer 
Granholm  has  been  touting  wind  energy  as 
a  source  of  jobs,  but  it  added  45  jobs  in 
2008,  compared  with  350  for  confectionery 
and  nut  stores." 

Sounds  like  the  industry  has  reason  to 
celebrate.  But  to  NCA,  stories  of  strong 
sales,  growing  profits,  and  job  growth  have 
no  place  on  Capitol  Hill. 

That  explains  the  recent  briefing  NCA's 
lobbyists  held  on  Capitol  Hill  about  sugar 
policy,  which  according  to  a  recent 
newsletter  post,  is  leading  to  job  loss  and 
reduced  profits  for  candy  companies. 


So  on  one  hand,  the  industry  is  selling 
record  amounts  of  product,  creating  jobs, 
and  seeing  strong  profits  — all  in  the  midst 
of  a  national  economic  crisis— but  on  the 
other  hand,  it  wants  lawmakers  to  believe 
that  America's  no-cost  sugar  policy  is 
leading  to  economic  ruin  for  candy  makers. 

As  League  President  Wallace  Ellender 
said,  "Sounds  like  the  NCA  wants  to  have 


it  both  ways.  We  are  happy  that  our 
customers  are  doing  so  well,  but  they  should 
trumpet  this  success  instead  of  leading 
lawmakers  into  believing  there's  doom  and 
gloom  in  the  confectionery  business  — 
especially  considering  the  future  of  sugar 
farm  families  and  the  146,000  jobs  they 
support  hangs  in  the  balance  of  the  next 
Farm  Bill." 
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True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds   •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC. 


4  Clylinder  High  Dump  Wagon 


Basket: 

12' and  14s 

•  Lift  cylinders:              4"  x  70" 

Load: 

16,000  and  19,000  lbs. 

•  Dump  cylinder:           5x  104.5" 

Ship  Weight: 

11.500  lbs. 

•  Pressure  min/max:     1200  psi/2200psi 

Tire/Rim: 

144x24/9x24 

•  Working  volume.         15gpm 

18.4x26/18x26 

•  Adjustable  front  hitch 

Dump  Angle: 

34° 

•  Pinal  eye  bolts 

DumpCleara 

ice:     14'8" 

•  Colors.                       Frame  -  Black 

Load  Height 

9' 

Basket -Green 

Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-31 98 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


"EVERYBODY'S  TALKING  DIAMOND  !" 


Research  entomologists,  consultants  and  extension  agents  throughout  sugarcane 
country  are  recommending  Diamond  Insecticide.  Applied  when  larval  infestations 
in  the  leaf  sheath  reach  5%  threshold  as  defined  by  the  Cooperative  Extension 
Service,  Diamond  prevents  Sugar- 
cane Borer  and  Mexican  Rice  Borer 
from  reaching  the  next  growth 
stage  and  damaging  the  inter- 
nodes.  Diamond  provides  low  risk, 
low  use  rates,  resistance  manage- 
ment, and  it's  also  excellent  for 
IPM,  too.  So  get  tough  on  pests,  go 
easy  on  beneficials  with  Diamond. 


DIAMOND®  DEMONSTRATES  SUPERIOR  CONTROL 
%  Bored  Internodes 
0      5     10    15    20     25   30   35 

j      ^      *)      ^       1 
Untreated  wBBBBm 


Diamond  @  8  oz/A 


Q    Diamond  @  12  oz/A 

o 

*~     Confirm®  @  8  oz/A 

Trials  conducted  in  LA.  All  treatments  were  applied  with  Latron  CS-7  @  0.25%  v/v. 


Crop  Protection 


Diamond  0.83  EC 


manainc.com 

1. 866.406. MANA  (6262) 


Growing  Confidence... 
Earning  Trust 


The  3520  combines  robust  and  refined  features  to 
provide  day  and  night  comfort  and  convenience. 

•  Independent  Propulsion  and  Steering 

•  Air  Suspension  Operator  Seat 

•  Wide  Cab  and  Training  Seat 

•  Command  Arm  Economically  Adjusts  to  Operator 


John  Deere 


John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 


Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Hitting  The  Ceiling,  Regulatory  Review  &  Trade 
USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


As  partisan  brinksmanship  goes,  this 
one  has  been  a  doozy.  By  the  time 
you  read  this,  we  will  know 
whether  the  fiscal  train  has  completely  left 
the  tracks.  The  debt  ceiling  is  expected  to 
be  breached  on  August  3rd,  and  the  financial 
markets  are  already  rumbling.  US  market 
leaders  were  joined  in  mid- July  by  the 
largest  holder  of  US  debt  (China  -  $1 .275 
trillion)  in  calling  for  sanity  as  the  deadline 
approaches.  Meanwhile,  concerned 
domestic  interests  have  begun  to  assess  the 
impact  of  a  failure  to  increase  the  debt 
ceiling  on  the  timing  of  upcoming 
payments  on  Social  Security,  government 
contracts  and  Federal  bonds  held  by  state 
and  local  governments. 

Recent  White  House  talks  on  a  ceiling 
deal  include  a  purported  $33  billion  in  cuts 
in  agricultural  spending,  including  $30 
billion  from  Title  I  of  the  farm  bill  (mostly 
direct  payments)  and  $3  billion  from 
conservation. 

There  are  also  signs  of  life  from  the 
Gang  of  Six  in  the  Senate,  who  may  be 


ready  to  introduce  a  bipartisan  budget  plan 
that  would  require  smaller  cuts  to 
agriculture  (purportedly  in  the  range  of  $15 
billion).  A  plan,  dubbed  "cut,  cap  and 
balance"  was  approved  by  the  House  during 
the  week  of  July  18th,  but  this  package  is 
unlikely  to  pass  in  the  Senate,  faces  a  certain 
veto,  and  would  require  a  lengthy  state- 
ratification  process  to  implement  the 
balanced  budget  portion  of  the  package. 

Senator  McConnell  has  proposed  a 
piecemeal  plan  that  would  allow 
incremental  increases  in  the  debt  ceiling,  up 
to  $2.5  trillion  in  total,  with  mostly  symbolic 
congressional  votes  before  each  increase. 
The  plan  calls  for  creation  of  a  bipartisan, 
bi-cameral  budget  committee  that  would 
develop  a  larger  deficit  reduction  plan  that 
would  move  to  the  House  and  Senate  floor 
under  BRAC-like  powers  that  would  force 
both  houses  to  vote  on  the  package  with  no 
amendments.  This  plan  seems  likely  to 
become  the  final  framework  for  deficit 
reduction  as  a  part  of  a  debt  ceiling 
agreement. 


What  is  unknown  under  any  of  these 
plans  is  whether  the  ag  committees  would 
be  given  the  authority  to  make  the  ag-related 
cuts  and  whether  the  cuts  would  only  affect 
policy  for  the  '08  farm  bill  (versus  reducing 
the  baseline  for  2012).  The  worst  outcome 
for  maintaining  effective  farm  policies 
would  be  an  agreement  that  writes  the  policy 
to  match  the  numbers,  taking  the  authority 
away  from  the  authorizing  committee. 

A  bipartisan  House  bill  to  delay 
implementation  of  EPA  regulations  affecting 
raw  and  refined  sugar  boilers  now  has  62 
cosponsors,  including  Louisiana's 
Congressmen  Rodney  Alexander,  John 
Fleming,  Charles  Boustany,  Jeff  Landry, 
Bill  Cassidy  and  original  cosponsor  Steve 
Scalise.  The  bill  would  give  EPA  the  time 
it  needs  to  thoroughly  review  industry 
comments  without  the  pressure  of  a  court- 
imposed  deadline. 

On  the  H2b  front,  the  League  worked 
with  a  coalition  of  affected  industries  to 
develop  comments  urging  the  Department 
of  Labor  to  delay  new  wage  methodology 
and  to  rescind  the  rule  to  implement  the  new 
methodology.  We  have  assisted  in 
educational  visits  with  Members  and 
continue  to  work  for  relief  from  these  rules. 

It  appears  that  Congress  will  focus  a  great 
deal  of  floor  time  in  the  autumn  on  passage 
of  the  three  trade  deals  currently  awaiting 
action:  Panama,  South  Korea  and  Colombia. 
Negotiations  and  machinations  continue  on 
the  dealing  with  extension  of  Trade 
Adjustment  Assistance  as  a  part  of  these 
trade  packages. 

With  farm  program  cuts  in  the  mix  in 
budget  talks,  and  with  reauthorization 
scheduled  for  next  year,  I  would  be  remiss 
if  I  failed  to  give  kudos  and  thanks  to  the 
twelve  principals  (including  ten  farmers) 
from  Louisiana  sugar  who  joined  Jim  Simon 
and  I  in  a  great  week  of  working  side-by- 


side  with  our  beet  friends  to  tell  the  sugar 
story  in  Hill  meetings  in  mid- July.  The  trip 
was  a  great  opportunity  to  forge  new 
relationships  on  Capitol  Hill  while 
strengthening  and  deepening  relationships 
with  beet  growers  from  across  the  nation. 
The  team  from  Louisiana  represented  you 
well! 

USDA  WASDE  July  Report  on  US  Sugar 
Supply  and  Use 

USDA's  July  World  Agricultural  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  for 
2010/201 1  yielded  a  shortfall  of  80  tons,  and 
remained  unchanged  for  2011/2012.  The 
2011/2012  July  reports  an  increase  in  sugar 
supply  by  218,000  tons  from  last  month, 
totaling  12,789,000  tons,  mostly  due  to 
higher  imports  from  Mexico.  Domestic 
production  stays  at  8,190,000  tons,  with  beet 
production  at  4,800,000  tons  and  cane 
production  at  3,390,000  tons.  Louisiana 
production  is  steady  at  1,440,000  tons  and 
Florida  production  stays  at  1,630,000  tons. 
Imports  are  up  298,000  tons,  leveling  out  at 
3,072,00  tons,  and  total  supply  increased 
218,000  tons  to  total  12,789,000  tons. 
Exports  remain  at  200,000  tons,  deliveries 
stay  at  1 1 ,3 15,000  tons,  and  total  use  remains 
at  1 1 ,515,000  tons.  Ending  stocks  for  July 
2012  are  increased  by  218,000  tons  to  total 
1 ,274,000  tons  and  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  is 
projected  at  11.1  percent. 

For  Mexico,  2010/11  ending  stocks  are 
increased  102,000  metric  tons,  raw  value, 
with  lower  production  more  than  offset  by 
reduced  domestic  use  and  exports.  For  20 1 1/ 
12,  Mexican  production  remains  unchanged 
from  last  month  at  5,560,000  tons.  Imports 
stayed  at  190,000  tons,  while  domestic  use 
decreased  128,000  tons  to  total  4,632,000 
tons.  Exports  increased  258,000  tons  totaling 
1 ,3 1 8,000  tons,  and  ending  stocks  decreased 
28,000  tons  for  a  total  953,000  tons. 


Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 
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TRANSFLOATHD21.5 
SECOND  GENERATION 

Standard  Specifications: 

-  Four  Cylinder  21 ,5  Mts  wagon  (8-10  Ton) 

-  Heavy  duty  welded  construction 

-  Same  cylinders  for  both  lift  and  dump 

-  Tires  G2  1 400  X11R24 

-  Draw  Bar  Eye  Hook 

-  Dual  Full  rollers  on  each  mast 
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Options: 

-  Flow  Divider 

-  Sequential  valve 

-  High  Flotation  Tires  600/50  x  22.5 

-  Ball  Hitch  Draw  Bar 


MejA 


PRODUCTS 


Mike  Gilpin 

mike.gilpin@att.net 
(985)  227-5807 

David  Sagona 

dsagona2@cox.net 
(225)413-5241 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 


Crop  Report 


Over  the  last  week  I  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  observe  most  areas 
of  the  cane  belt.  The  condition  of 
the  crop  is  very  much  the  same  throughout 
the  industry.  At  the  writing  of  this  article 
on  July  15,  2011  about  80  to  85%  of  this 
year's  crop  is  off  and  running.  However, 
industry  wide  there  is  still  about  15  to  20% 
of  fields  that  have  not  received  enough  rain 
to  promote  rapid  growth.  Many  growers 
have  stated  that  where  rain  fall  totals  have 
been  satisfactory,  4  to  5  feet  of  hard  joints 
are  common  place  and  that  they  will  not 
have  a  problem  with  cane  height  at  planting 
time.  However,  they  also  explain  that  in 
those  swaths  where  rain  totals  have  been 
slow  to  accumulate,  there  is  only  about  4  to 
5  inches  of  hard  joints.  This  year,  as  it 
frequently  does,  the  rains  have  set  into  a 
pattern  where  they  occur  almost  daily  for 
some,  making  it  impossible  for  them  to  work 
grassy  fallowed  fields;  while  others  watch 
dust  devils  dance  across  their  bare  fallow 
ground.  Hopefully  by  the  time  you  read  this 
article  these  weather  patterns  will  be  broken 


and  all  of  the  industry  will  have  received 
that  million  dollar  rain  that  is  so  badly 
needed  by  a  portion  of  the  industry  at  this 
time. 

Of  most  concern  and  the  slowest  to 
respond  following  wetting  rains  has  been 
the  older  stubble  and  any  age  cane  on  soils 
that  have  heavy  clay  content.  Because  these 
soils  were  severely  fractured  by  the 
droughty  conditions,  the  feeder  root  system 
of  the  cane  has  been  pruned  and  because  of 
this  pruning  they  are  picking  up  nutrients 
and  water  less  effectively.  The  root  mass 
must  be  re-grown  before  rapid  growth  can 
take  place.  None  the  less,  the  general 
consensus  among  growers  is  that  stands 
(populations)  are  better  than  last  year's  and 
that  with  timely  rains  now  through 
September  this  will  be  a  good  crop. 

The  grand  growth  stage  (continuous 
growth  of  about  an  inch  per  day)  for 
sugarcane  here  in  Louisiana  is  about  an  eight 
week  period  that  stretches  from  the  start  of 
June  through  the  end  of  July.  This  is 
demonstrated  in  the  charts  below.  The  dark 


shaded  area  in  each  chart  is  the  average 
weekly  growth  of  HoCP  96-540  as  recorded 
by  the  folks  at  the  USDA  Ardoyne  Farm 
located  near  Houma  for  the  years  of  2004 
through  2010.  Although  the  fast  and  furious 
growth  is  generally  greatest  for  those 
midsummer  months,  it  is  also  demonstrated 
in  the  charts  that  steady  growth  will  normally 
continue  well  into  October. 

This  is  the  time  of  the  crop  cycle  when 
much  of  the  discussion  revolves  around  the 
application  of  ripener.  There  are  numerous 
brands  of  glyphosate  based  ripeners  and  they 
have  varying  amounts  of  active  ingredients 
(AI).  At  one  of  the  recent  sugarcane  field 
days  Dr.  Ben  Legendre,  LSU  AgCenter,  was 
discussing  the  use,  rates,  and  effectiveness 
of  glyphosate  ripeners.  One  of  the  major 
points  that  he  stressed  was  to  make  sure  that 
the  rates  of  AI  in  whatever  brand  of  ripener 
is  used  by  a  grower  equals  to  that  of  rate 
usage  in  the  recommendations  developed 
through  many  years  of  testing  by  AgCenter 
and  USDA  researchers.  He  also  noted  that 
the  research  data  indicates  that  whenever 
used  at  the  correct  rate  equal  results  were 
found. 

In  those  years  when  stubble  cane  fields 
are  short  at  the  start  of  harvest,  many  growers 
ponder  whether  or  not  to  apply  ripener  to  the 
short  cane  or  let  it  grow.  Farm  observations 
and  discussions  with  growers  over  the  years 
suggest  that  it  is  best  (more  profitable)  to  go 
ahead  and  apply  ripener  to  short  stubble 
fields  than  to  skip  them  in  hopes  that  they 
take  a  growth  spurt  that  will  make  up  more 
tonnage.  They  will  not;  it  is  more  profitable 
to  haul  low  tonnage  high-sugar  cane  than  low 
tonnage  low-sugar  cane  to  the  mill. 

One  of  the  casualties  of  the  hot  dry  spring 
has  been  the  sugarcane  borer.  A  minimum 
number  of  acres  have  been  treated  for  borers 
thus  far.    With  daily  showers  accompanied 


by  cloudy  weather  the  number  of  borers 
found  in  the  fields  could  quickly  change  and 
require  substantial  treatment  of  sugarcane 
acreage. 

Over  the  last  number  of  years  the 
Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  has  adopted 
the  use  of  an  insecticide  program  that  has 
much  less  impact  on  the  borer's  natural 
enemies;  one  of  which  is  the  imported  fire 
ant.  The  integrated  pest  management 
program  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  has 
been  described  as  a  three-legged  stool.  The 
three  legs  of  the  stool  include  accurately 
scouting  of  fields  for  infestation  thresholds, 
reliable  insecticide  treatments  when  needed, 
and  varieties  that  are  resistant  to  infestations 
and  damage  by  the  borer.  As  planting 
proceeds  this  fall  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  borer  resistance  rating  of  a 
variety  when  planting  near  schools, 
subdivisions  and  other  restricted  areas.  Of 
the  varieties  recommended  for  planting  this 
fall  L  99-226  and  L  01-299  are  rated  as 
resistant  to  the  sugarcane  borer,  and  L  01- 
283  is  rated  as  moderately  resistant.  On  the 
other  hand  HoCP  96-540,  L  99-233,  HoCP 
00-950  and  L  03-37 1  are  rated  as  susceptible 
and  should  not  be  planted  where  they  will 
not  or  cannot  be  treated  when  threshold 
levels  of  infestation  are  reached. 

As  the  old  saying  goes,  'This  is  Louisiana, 
if  you  do  not  like  the  weather  then  just  hang 
around  for  a  little  while  and  it  will  change;" 
as  it  did  this  past  weekend.  The  change  was 
brought  about  with  the  slow  passage  of  a 
minor  low  front  moving  from  east  to  west 
along  the  Gulf  coast  region.  The  rains 
associated  with  its  passage  resulted  in  the 
entire  cane  belt  receiving  significant  rain 
totals  and  drastically  reducing  those  areas 
that  were  suffering  from  the  severe  lack  of 
rain  and  adding  to  the  potential  of  the  201 1 
crop. 
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Average  Weekly  Growth  -  HoCP  96-540 
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Sunshine 


Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

Premium  Used  Equipment  Specials 


RW7330H007831 


RW7430P021756 


Stk# 

S/N 

Hours 

Selling  Price 

Warranty 

U2408D 

RW7330H007831 

2023 

$  80,000.00 

4^2014 

U2407D 

RW7330H008298 

2035 

$  80;000.00 

W2014 

U2422D 

RW7330H010419 

238S 

$79,500.00 

4/23/2014 

U2445D 

RW7430P021756 

916 

$110,000.00 

9/29/2015 

U2444D 

RW7430P021680 

1041 

$110,000.00 

9/29/2015 

U2424D 

RW7430P015453 

1197 

$110,000.00 

4/19/2015 

U2425D 

RW7430PQ15501 

1207 

$110,000.00 

4/19/2015 
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2  -  8430  Rental  returns 


Perry  Falcon 
225-268-2288 


PowerGard  Certified 

2375  hours 

Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 


Donaldsonville,  La.  70346 

2300  Highway  70  East 

800-526-7639 

"D" 


John  Deere 


Thibodaux,  La.  70301 

1524  Ridgefield  Road 

888-527-2273 

"T" 


Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


Section  179  Depreciation  Expensing  in  2011 


The  2011  crop  year  will  be  very 
significant  to  the  economic  viability 
of  Louisiana  sugarcane  farms  for 
several  reasons.  A  new  sugarcane  variety, 
HoCP  04-838,  was  released  for  commercial 
planting.  Raw  sugar  market  prices  are  above 
last  year's  levels.  Also,  current  federal  tax 
laws  are  providing  a  unique,  one-time 
opportunity  to  significantly  increase  first- 
year  depreciation  deductions  on  new  farm 
equipment  purchases. 

Above  average  market  prices  received  by 
agricultural  producers  from  the  sale  of 
commodities  in  a  given  year  or  over  a  period 
of  consecutive  years  provides  the 
opportunity  to  make  significant  investments 
back  into  the  farm  business  operation  to  help 
sustain  its  long  term  economic  viability.  One 
of  the  most  important  farm  business 
investments  is  related  to  farm  equipment 
replacement.  The  high  raw  sugar  market 
prices  which  we  are  currently  experiencing 
provide  sugarcane  growers  with  an 
important  opportunity  to  purchase  new  farm 
equipment,  replacing  some  older  equipment, 
without  significant  negative  affects  on  the 


cash  flow  and  financial  structure  of  the  farm 
operation. 

Purchases  of  new  farm  equipment  have 
important  income  tax  implications  through 
deductions  for  farm  equipment  depreciation 
on  income  tax  forms.  Evaluating  the  impacts 
of  new  equipment  purchases  on  depreciation 
expensing  for  tax  purposes  is  just  as 
important  as  deciding  what  equipment  to 
replace.  Section  179  depreciation  expensing 
has,  for  many  years,  been  a  means  of 
deducting  much  or  all  of  new  equipment 
purchase  costs  as  first-year  depreciation 
expenses.  Current  federal  income  tax 
regulations  make  20 1 1  a  very  favorable  year 
for  deducting  depreciation  expenses  on  new 
farm  equipment  purchases. 

Increased  farm  equipment  depreciation 
deductions  through  Section  179  expensing 
started  in  198 1  with  the  Economic  Recovery 
Tax  Act.  The  basic  purpose  of  allowing 
increased  first-year  depreciation  expensing 
was  to  encourage  businesses  to  make 
increased  capital  investments  back  into  their 
businesses  to  help  stimulate  the  economy. 
The  maximum  dollar  limit  on  depreciation 
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expenses  under  this  program  was  set  at 
$  10,000  in  1 98 1 ,  but  it  has  steadily  increased 
since. 

Various  economic  stimulus  acts  passed  by 
Congress  over  the  years  have  increased  the 
Section  179  dollar  limit  for  deductions.  In 
2010,  the  dollar  limit  was  $500,000.  In 
addition,  bonus  first-year  depreciation, 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  equipment 
purchase  price,  has  also  been  added  over  the 
past  few  years  to  further  stimulate  the 
economy.  The  issue  at  hand  is  that  Section 
179  deductions  as  well  as  the  bonus 
depreciation  deduction  will  shortly  begin  to 
decline.  In  short,  the  greatest  amount  of 
allowable  first-year  deductions  for  new  farm 
equipment  purchased  and  put  into  service  is 
for  calendar  year  20 1 1 . 

The  table  below  presents  first-year 
depreciation  incentives  for  2010  through 
2013.  Section  179  dollar  limits  represent 
the  maximum  amount  of  first-year 
depreciation  which  could  be  deducted  on 
income  tax  forms  on  newly  purchased 
equipment  under  Section  179  provisions. 
The  bonus  depreciation  represents  the 
percent  of  any  remaining  price  basis,  after 
Section  1 79  deduction,  which  could  also  be 
deducted  in  the  first  year  of  use.  As  evident 
in  the  table,  2011  represents  the  year  in 
which  the  largest  amount  of  new  farm 
equipment  purchase  price  could  be  deducted. 

An  example  from  AgFax.com  illustrates 
how  this  program  would  work  for  2011 


purchases.  New  equipment  is  purchased  in 
2011  totaling  $750,000.  Section  179 
provisions  will  allow  deduction  of  $500,000 
in  the  first  year.  The  bonus  depreciation  will 
allow  100%  of  the  remaining  basis, 
$250,000,  to  also  be  deducted.  An 
alternative  would  be  to  just  use  the  100% 
bonus  depreciation  to  deduct  100%  of  the 
purchase  price.  In  either  case,  the  entire 
$750,000  could  be  applied  as  a  tax  deduction 
against  2011  farm  income. 

Important  farm  business  tax  publications 
which  explain  farm  business  equipment 
depreciation  expensing  for  income  tax 
purposes  for  both  Section  179  and  bonus 
depreciation  deductions  include:  (1) 
Farmer's  Tax  Guide  (IRS  publication  225) 
and  (2.)  How  To  Depreciate  Property  (IRS 
publication  946).  Both  of  these  publications 
are  available  online  at  www.irs.gov. 
Additional  information  specifically  about 
Section  179  deductions  can  also  be  found 
online  at  www. section  1 79  .org . 

This  year  provides  sugarcane  growers  a 
unique  opportunity  to  utilize  increased  farm 
returns  to  replace  equipment  in  a  manner 
which  minimizes  adverse  impacts  on  the 
cashflow  and  financial  viability  of  the 
farming  operation.  Growers  planning  major 
equipment  purchases  this  year  should  visit 
with  a  CPA  or  tax  professional  to  understand 
the  tax  consequences  and  options  associated 
with  new  farm  equipment  purchases. 


First-year  farm  equipment  depreciation  incentives  through  2013 

Calendar  Year 

Section  179  Limit 

Bonus  Depreciation 

2010 
2011 
2012 
2013 

$500,000 

$500,000 

$125,000 

$25,000 

50% 

100% 

50% 

0% 

%% 


Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


"Committed  to  Quality" 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 


ti 


/-T^vJPIlOAE 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
craigd@proag.org 


Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 


GAM  Tire  Co. 


FOR   INFO  CALL 

POOCHIE 

337-276-6200 
337-319-0574 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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Crop 
Production 

Servicer:. 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC 


5- Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussard  and  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


pro?*  Re^ 

Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


%  COASTAL  PIPE 

\  Jk^OF-LOUISIANA.  INC.__^ 
P.O.  Box  99  •  Carenero,LA»  70520 
(o)  337  896-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

LTsed  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12  jt. 

2-3/8"   Stmctural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Stmctural $36.00/jt. 

Mf'i  tsjj-z.es,  HvmlabU  ♦  TYuoleim")  available 
483 1  NWEvangeline Th rwy - E x t  7 
337  896-8462  •  Ask  f  cr  Terri 


The  Baton  Rouge  Line 

By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  and  Spradley 


2011  Legislative  Session 

Transportation  Bills  -  Alien  Worker  Verification 

Wild  Hog  Hunting  -  Oil  Field  Legacy  -  Expropriation 

You  Can  Look  It  Up 


When  the  smoke  cleared  after 
adjournment  of  the  2011 
legislative  session  on  June  23  a 
few  things  stood  out  -  a  $1.3  billion 
shortfall  in  a  $31  billion  budget  can  be 
worked  out  without  throwing  babies  and 
widows  under  the  bus;  tax  increases  are  not 
going  to  happen  anytime  soon  and,  finally, 
agriculture  is  still  respected  by  government 
for  what  it  means  to  the  economy  of  the 
state. 

Besides  the  huge  budget  deficit  there  was 
another  ticking  time  bomb  for  this 
legislature  to  try  to  manage  - 
reapportionment.  But  the  bomb  was 
diffused  without  bloodshed  for  the  most 
part.  The  U.S.  Justice  Department  has 
approved  the  new  districts  for  state 
representative  and  state  senator  districts 
which  were  submitted  by  the  legislature  and 
although  the  state  lost  a  congressman 
dropping  from  seven  to  six,  most  of  the  state 
districts  with  sugar  interests  remained 
relatively  undisturbed.    Geographical, 


historic  and  political  customs  were  observed 
and  things  were  left  pretty  much  intact. 

Most  of  the  turmoil  in  the  process  resulted 
from  population  loss  in  New  Orleans  and  a 
small  net  loss  from  the  previous  census  for 
the  state  as  a  whole.  Most  other  states  grew 
relative  to  Louisiana  resulting  in  loss  of 
another  seat  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives.  Races  will  be  held  this  fall 
for  state  and  federal  offices. 

Transportation  Bills 

Senate  Bill  139  by  Sen.  Marionneaux  of 
Livonia,  would  have  prevented  large  trucks 
from  using  the  left  lane  of  a  four  lane 
highway  except  in  limited  circumstances. 
The  measure  was  reported  from  the  Senate 
Transportation  Committee  but  died  on  the 
Senate  calendar  without  a  vote. 

The  legislature  also  killed  an  ambitious 
effort  (H.B.  483  and  546)  to  raise  revenues 
with  steep  increases  in  auto  and  truck  license 
fees.  This  bill  was  sponsored  by  Rep.  Hollis 
Downs  from  Ruston.   Downs  is  a  staunch 
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supporter  of  better  roads  and  his  bill  would 
have  dedicated  the  increased  revenue  to  a 
highway  construction  fund. 

H.B.228  by  Rep.  St  Germain  of 
Plaquemine  passed.  It  pertains  to  truck 
license  fees  but  the  measure  is  regarded  as 
revenue  neutral.  Her  bill  simplifies  a 
schedule  of  fees  according  to  truck 
weight  to  a  one-size-fits-all  approach.  Some 
folks  will  pay  a  little  more  and  some  less. 

H  .B .  447  by  Jackson  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
H.B.  490  by  Abramson  of  New  Orleans 
would  have  repealed  the  law  passed  last  year 
(a  bill  opposed  by  the  League)  which 
prevents  mills  from  requiring  an 
indemnification  contract  with  their  haulers. 
A  lawsuit  is  in  progress  regarding  the  matter. 
This  year  the  lawmakers  were  happy 
(especially  happy  in  an  election  year)  to  pass 
that  hot  potato  to  the  judicial  branch. 

The  House  Transportation  Committee 
killed  H.B.  278,  a  bill  by  Rep.  Monica  of 
LaPlace  which  would  have  required  a 
special  trailer  hitch  for  certain  trucks.  The 
concern  expressed  by  committee  members 
was  that  there  weren't  enough 
manufacturers  who  make  trailer  hitches  to 
meet  these  specifications  to  provide  farmers 
a  healthy  market  from  which  to  choose. 

Alien  Worker  Verification 

There  were  three  bills  which  dealt  with 
mandating  worker  verification  through  a 
federal  program  called  E- Verify.  They  were 
all  amended  to  require  E- Verification  for 
hiring  on  state  or  federal  contracts  but  in  all 
versions  of  the  bill  agricultural  hiring  was 
exempted  from  the  provisions.  As  political 
reaction  builds  to  controversial 
immigration  and  collides  with  the  increasing 
labor  shortage  this  issue  will  eventually  see 
more  state  and  federal  action.  The  bills 
were  H.B. 646  by  Rep.  Talbot  of  River 
Ridge;  H.B.  342  by  Rep.  Edwards  of  Amite 
and  S.B.  66  by  Sen.  Riser  from  Columbia. 


Wild  Hog  Hunting 

Last  year  when  the  House  Natural 
Resources  Committee  authorized  the  taking 
of  feral  hogs  at  almost  any  hour  on  any  day 
environmentalists  were  successful  in 
adding  an  amendment  that  restricted  the 
weapons  to  be  used  to  22  caliber  rifles  and 
shotguns  loaded  with  bird  shot.  Practically 
useless.  H.B.  1269  by  Rep.  Henry  from 
New  Orleans  fixed  that  this  year  by 
allowing  buckshot  in  shotguns  and  any 
caliber  rifle  you  want  to  use.  The  new  law 
also  allows  hunters  to  use  silencers. 

Crawfish  farmers  also  got  a  boost  from 
a  bill  by  Rep.  Bobby  Badon  (H.B .64) 
which  allows  pests  to  be  taken  by  an 
expanded  list  of  calibers  and  shotguns. 
Badon's  bill  also  added  otter,  muskrat  and 
mink  to  the  list  of  crawfish  predators  along 
with  possum,  nutria  and  beaver. 

Oil  Field  Legacy 

H.B.  563  by  Rep.  Cortez  of  Lafayette 
was  a  bill  filed  in  response  to  changes  in 
the  law  passed  a  few  years  ago  regarding 
processes  for  cleaning  up  after  oil  and  gas 
drilling.  Production  companies  are  worried 
over  how  slowly  the  process  works  in  their 
effort  to  clean  up  their  responsibilities  with 
cases  piling  up  in  court  and  production 
liabilities  continuing  to  grow.  This  bill 
would  have  changed  the  process  radically 
by  letting  the  office  of  conservation  in  the 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  have  a 
first  crack  as  ascertaining  and  estimating 
the  damage  to  the  land.  Landowners  were 
afraid  the  office  of  conservation  would 
favor  the  production  companies  and  they 
felt  threatened.  The  bill  was  killed  in 
committee. 

Supporters  of  the  bill  say  the  fight  has 
just  begun.  Opponents  of  the  bill  vow  to 
be  ready  for  anything  on  the  issue  which 
comes  up  next  year.  This  is  likely  to  be  a 
big  noisy  issue  in  the  near  future. 
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Expropriation 

A  bill  (H.B.  363)  filed  by  Rep.  Monica, 
of  La  Place,  would  have  given  the  Port  of 
South  Louisiana  the  right  of  expropriation 
without  due  process  as  currently  provided 
in  the  law.  It  was  strongly  opposed  by  the 
League  and  the  Farm  Bureau  along  with 
others.  The  bill  was  killed  in  committee. 

S.B.  85,  by  Sen.  Butch  Gautreaux  of 
Morgan  City  would  have  given  the  St.  Mary 
Parish  Council  the  right  of  expropriation  by 
simple  Council  resolution.  Parish  officials 
appeared  in  committee  to  explain  the 
acquisition  problems  they  were  having  in 
installing  a  sewer  line  but  committee 
members  voiced  concerns  about  making  it  a 
little  too  easy  to  "take"  other  people's 
property  and  they  killed  the  bill. 

H.B.  208  by  Rep.  Sam  Jones  of  Franklin 
passed  without  notice  by  agricultural 
organizations  and  without  a  single  vote 


against  it  during  the  entire  process.  The 
stated  purpose  of  the  bill  was  to  enlarge  the 
Morgan  City  Harbor  and  Terminal 
District.  There  was  some  concern  that  this 
bill  incorporated  some  farmland  into  the 
Terminal  District  zone  but  Rep.  Jones 
assured  League  officials  that  only  surface 
water  areas  are  affected.  He  promised  to 
work  with  anyone  concerned  to  fix  any 
problems  that  may  arise. 

You  Can  Look  It  Up  (as  Casey  Stengel  used 
to  say) 

In  case  you  are  interested  in  more  details, 
want  to  know  how  your  Senator  or 
Representative  voted  in  this  or  past 
sessions,  or  see  what  kind  of  bills  they 
authored,  or  any  other  legislative  curiosities 
you  can  look  it  up  at  www.legis.state.la.us. 
This  is  an  easy  to  use  free  service  offered  by 
the  state. 


First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 
Agricultural  Lender 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  ts  something  that  is  earned 
It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 
At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA;  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Michele  Sfmoneaux  Lenny  Waguespack  Donna  Booty 

Give  us  a  call  in  Thibodaux!      (985)  446-9450 
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KEEP  THE  WEEDS 
DOWN   &  OUT 

IN  YOUR  SUGAR  CANE 


Yukon  Treated 


Apply  Yukon  Herbicide  during  fallow, 
after  planting  or  stubble  green  up  in  2011 


Two  modes-of-action 


Excellent  nutsedge  and  broadleaf  control 

Residual  control  after  application 

Good  crop  safety 


Don't  let  weeds  compete  with  your  sugar  cane 
Ensure  Yukon  Herbicide  is  part  of  your  program  in  2011 


For  more  information:     www.gowanco.com 
Kevin  Stewart  •  (901)  489-0060 


^jN-Tl 


Gowair 

The  Go  lb  Company 

Yukon®  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Nissan  Chemical  Industries.  LTD.  EPA  Reg  No  81880-6-10163  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
AD11-Yukon_sugar-bulletin  040511 
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The  Sweet  Rewards  of  Certified  Seedcane 

By  Lester  Cannon,  Assistant  Director 
LDAF  Seed  Programs  Division 


Recent  conversations  I've  had  with 
sugarcane  growers  have  revealed  that 
most  are  aware  of  the  value  of  planting 
certified  seedcane,  but  few  know  about  the 
certification  process  or  what  it  means  to  be 
classified  as  "certified". 

Choosing  to  plant  certified  seedcane  is  a 
matter  of  economics.  Numerous  articles  have 
been  written  on  the  economic  value  of  planting 
certified  seed  in  seed  producing  crops. 
Although  vegetatively  propagated,  sugarcane 
is  no  different. 

According  to  the  Association  of  Official 
Seed  Certifying  Agencies  (AOSCA),  the 
national  certification  agency,  certified  seed  is 
defined  as... "high  quality  seed  which  has 
superior  production  potential.  This  superior 
production  potential  is  defined  by  several 
important  agronomic  factors . .  known  genetic 
source,  identity  and  seed  origin,  high  genetic 
purity,  high  germinating  ability,  minimum 
amount  of  weed  seed,  a  known  presence  or 
absence  of  seed-borne  diseases  and  free  of 
noxious  weeds  and  harmful  insects."  All  of 
these  factors  contribute  to  the  overall  superior 
production  of  certified  seedcane,  and  to  the 
bottom  line  of  the  Louisiana  grower. 

The  Louisiana  Seed  Certification  Program 
is  administered  through  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Agriculture  &  Forestry's 
(LDAF)  Seed  Programs  Division,  and  is  a 
voluntary  program  whereby  companies  or 
individuals  desiring  to  certify  their  seedcane 
fields  apply  with  the  LDAF  for  certification. 
Currently,  there  are  two  companies  that  offer 
certified  seedcane  to  Louisiana  growers. 


Information  on  the  availability  of  certified 
seedcane  is  published  in  the  LDAF's  Certified 
Sugarcane  Seed  Directory. 

The  established  Tissue-Culture  Sugarcane 
Certification  Standards  are  based  on  a  broad 
spectrum  of  input  from  growers  and 
agricultural  professionals,  and  the 
requirements  and  tolerances  within  the 
standards  are  based  on  current  scientific  data. 
The  current  standards  and  directory  can  be 
viewed  and  downloaded  by  visiting  the  LDAF 
website  at  www.ldaf.state.la.us. 

A  major  objective  of  the  Louisiana  Seed 
Certification  Program  is  to  preserve  genetic 
purity,  and  ensure  that  Louisiana  farmers  have 
a  constant  reliable  source  of  high  quality 
seedcane.  The  program  also  provides  a  wide 
range  of  services  that  assist  Louisiana  certified 
growers  in  the  production,  identification, 
distribution  and  promotion  of  certified 
seedcane. 

Sugarcane  certification  is  a  rigorous  process 
based  on  a  "parent  to  progeny"  approach. 
Program  components  include  verification  of 
planting  stock,  field  inspections,  sampling, 
laboratory  analysis,  auditing,  approval  of 
certified  plant  breeders  and  official  labeling. 
Failure  to  meet  any  one  of  these  requirements 
may  result  in  field  ineligibility. 

Seedcane  certifying  companies  obtain  virus- 
tested  foundation  plant  material  through  either 
the  LSU  Ag  Center  (LSUAC)  or  the  USDA- 
ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  sugarcane 
variety  selection  programs.  This  foundation 
material  is  required  to  be  processed  through 
the  LSUAC  sugarcane  quarantine  program  -  a 
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mechanism  that  provides  an  initial  virus-free 
source  of  desirable  sugarcane  varieties  to 
certifying  companies. 

The  foundation  material  is  subsequently 
increased  through  the  tissue-culture 
multiplication  process  -  a  process  that 
maintains  the  plant's  genetic  identity  and  virus- 
free  status.  The  resulting  plantlets  are  applied 
for  field  certification  through  the  LDAF  Seed 
Programs  Division.  LDAF  verifies  that  the 
fields  are  eligible  for  certification  under  the 
current  certification  requirements,  and  field 
inspections  are  performed  by  LDAF  inspectors 
a  minimum  of  three  times  throughout  the 
growing  season.  Current  field  requirements  are 
established  for  isolation  from  other  varieties, 
varietal  mixtures,  off-type  plants,  noxious 
weeds  and  economically  harmful  diseases  and 
insects.  Upon  final  inspection,  fields  must 
meet  all  certification  requirements  to  be 
marketed,  labeled  and  sold  as  certifie  seedcane. 
Certifying  companies  that  market  and  sell 
"certified"  seedcane  are  required  to  provide 
an  LDAF  issued  Bulk  Retail  Sale  Certificate 
with  each  sale. 

In  addition  to  the  certification  program, 
LDAF  offers  a  seed  Quality  Assurance  (QA) 
Inspection  Program  for  seedcane  growers. 
This  program  provides  a  sound,  agency- 
administered,  unbiased  third-party  inspection 
service  for  sugarcane  varieties  that  are 
ineligible  to  be  entered  into  the  Louisiana  Seed 
Certification  Program.  The  QA  Inspection 
Program  guidelines  are  similar  to  certification 
and  enable  the  seed  grower  to  assure  customers 
that  the  seedcane  is  of  the  quality  stated  on  the 
QA  tag.  Seedcane  that  has  been  inspected 
through  the  QA  Program  does  not  have  to 
comply  with  the  Tissue-Culture  Sugarcane 
Certification  Standards.  However,  the  QA 
inspection  requirements  are  described  by  the 
seed  grower  at  the  time  of  application,  and  may 
include  portions  of  the  certification  program 
guidelines.  QA  inspected  seedcane  is  not  sold 
under  the  Bulk  Retail  Sale  Certificate,  but  is 
accompanied  by  a  pre-printed  green  QA  tag 
furnished  by  the  LDAF. 


The  Louisiana  Seed  Certification  and  QA 
Seed  Inspection  Programs  assist  the  LDAF  in 
its  commitment  to  ensure  that  Louisiana's 
growers  have  a  constant  and  reliable  source 
of  high  quality  planting  seed.  For  further 
information  on  the  Louisiana  Seed 
Certification  and  QA  Inspection  Programs  or 
other  seed  related  issues,  please  contact  the 
LDAF  Seed  Programs  Division  by  telephone 
at  225-925-4733,  by  email  at: 
seed  @ldaf.  state,  la.  us  or  by  visiting 
www.ldaf.state.la.us. 


■■ 


mmn 


'  , ■',■■■:.  - 


....  .    ■  ...  ■,■.-,-•:,'     -■:.-   ■  -.'-.-■    .. 

■-■■-■■■■  '--■■.■■■  ■  ■■'  ■    ■  ;■■■  ■  -   ■ 


■  .■  ■ 


: 


■;■■■■■  -  ■ 


■■:.--. 


.-..■■■  \         ■ 


• 


Certifying  companies  that  market  and  sell 
"certified"  seedcane  are  required  to  provide 
an  LDAF  issued  Bulk  Retail  Sale  Certificate 
with  each  sale. 
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QA  inspected  seed  is  not  sold  under  the  Bulk 
Retail  Sale  Certificate,  but  is  accompanied 
by  a  pre-printed  green  QA  tag  furnished  by 
the  LDAF. 
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Progressive  Tractor 
8t  Implement  Co.,  Inc. 

NOW  BOOKING  RENTAL  TRACTORS  FOR 
2011  HARVEST 


USED  CASE  IH  MODELS 


Magnum  305 
Magnum  275 
Magnum  245 
Magnum  215 
Puma  210 
Puma  195 
Puma  165 
MXM  190 
MX  180 
Magnum  8940 
Magnum  8950 
STX  380  4WD 
STX  385  4WD 


4  Available 
6Available 

3  Available 
9  Available 
2  Available 
1  Available 

5  Available 
5  Available 

1  Available 
5  Available 

4  Available 

2  Available 

5  Available 


STARTING  PRICE 

$135,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$100,000 

$77,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$150,000 

$150,000 


FOR  MORE  SELECTIONS,  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE! 
WWW.PROGRESSIVE-TRACTOR.COM 

AUSTOFT  SUGARCANE  COMBINES 
PARTS  -  SALES  -  SERVICE 


LOCATIONS: 

BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367-3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
334-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPLEOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 

4  - 1 997  Peerless  trailerls  -  40'  -liners- 
air  3rd  axle  -  $10,000ea.  Call  Price 

at  225-7 18- 1771  or  225-978-9976. 

(6)  1 8.4x30  cart  tires  &  10-hole  rims 
-  $300.00  a  piece;  ( 1 )  JD  4020  Drop 
Housing  -  $500.00.  Call  Tony 
Richardsonat  337-277-5442. 

Cameco  8  ton  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Transloader  Wagon;  Side  Dump  Hwy. 
Trailers;  Covering  Tool;  (2)  Drain 
Cleaners.   Call  Kenneth  Taylor  at 

337-945-7474. 


2-12  feet  wide  Planter's  Aid  Wagons 
-Good Condition.  Call 337-302-4430. 


4 93  -  Austoft  Cane  Combine,  New 
Cummings  Eng  -  $10,000;  2  -  Side 
Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers  -  $7,000 
each.  Call  Tommy  at  3 18-452-7945 
or  Byrns  at  3 18-452-5373. 

Wanted:  1  or  2  23-1-34  tire.  Call 
Tony  Canella  at  225-268-225 1 . 

Wanted:  Buy,  Rent  or  Lease  Whole 
Stalk  Sugarcane  Loader,  Any  Make. 
Call  Welcome  Plantation,  Inc.  at  225- 
964-8061. 

Wanted:  3pt.  hitch  L8'or  20'  plow 
frame,  3  or  4  -  4x4  bars.  Call  Price 
at  225-7 1 8- 1 77 1  or  225-978-9976. 
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You  can 

now  find 

the 

classifieds  on 

our  website 

at 
www.amscl.org 


THE  SUGAR  BULLETIN 


The  mission  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  to  sustain  success  through 
effective  research,  positive  legislation,  public  relations/promotion,  and  education. 
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Sunshine 

Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


Sugar  Cane  High  Dump  Wagon 


1  NEW  WAGON  REMAINING! 

In  stock,  on  the  lot 

Complete  with  ail  2011  updates  and  improvements 

8-10  ton  capacity  wagon 

Separate  hydraulic  lift  and  dump  circuits 

Heavy  duty  hub  assemblies 

IVIultl  lube  walking  beam 

14.00  x  24  12pr  tires 

Adjustable  hitch 

Dual  Gear  Drive  flow  dividers 


JD  8420  235HP  TRACTOR 

U2431D 

MFWD,  CAB,  P/S  TRANS 

ID-EXCELLENT  CONDITION 

4  REMOTE  CYL  CONTROL 

AM-FM  STEREO  RADIO 

18.4x30  R1W  fronts  at  50% 

520/&5Rx46  R1W  inside  rears  at  60% 

18.4x46  R1W  duals  at  25% 

4283  hours 


$108,000 


Also  visit  our  website  at  www.sunequip.com 


Donaldsonville 

800-526-7639 


Thibodaux 
888-5272273 


Perry  Falcon 

225-268-2288 


John  Deere 


Rooney  Hymel 
225-268-2290 


Sweet  crop. 


Sweet  financing. 

Growing  and  milling  sugarcane  is  a  specialized  business.  That's  why  you  need  a  financial 
partner  who  understands  the  sugar  industry.  One  who  offers  wise  lending  built  on  years 
of  experience  in  the  field. 


For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  helping  sugarcane  growers  just  like  you,  whether  it 
to  purchase  or  refinance  cane  property,  finance  capital  equipment  or  build  or  improve 
facilities. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Louisiana  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  you  finance  a  sweet  deal. 


LAND  BANK 

1~0  /  /  ■Ot-0~I^/\1\IU  Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply 
for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  ir 

inni:  louisianalandbank.com. 


for  a  loan  to  buy  build,  improve  or  refinance.  You  can  also  visit  us  at       ^^ 


Up  Front 
With  The  League 

by  Jim  Simon 


Sugar  in  Vermont??? 


That's  right;  sugar  production  in 
Vermont  is  alive  and  well,  but  quite 
different  than  what  we  are 
accustomed  to  in  south  Louisiana.  While 
traveling  there  to  attend  the  28th 
International  Sweetener  Symposium,  I  took 
the  opportunity  to  visit  one  of  the  local 
maple  syrup  operations  and  was  surprised 
to  find  out  that,  in  addition  to  the  traditional 
maple  products,  they  also  produce 
crystalline  maple  sugar.  It's  priced  at 
$15.95  per  pound  so  we  need  not  worry 
about  it  capturing  any  of  our  cane  sugar 
market  share. 

This  year  some  75  Louisianians  were  in 
attendance  at  the  Symposium  which  was 
held  at  the  Stowe  Mountain  Lodge  in  Stowe, 
Vermont.  Of  particular  interest  to  those  in 
attendance  was  a  presentation  by  global 
commodity  research  firm,  LMC 
International  Ltd.  The  presentation 
confirmed  our  long  standing  position  that 
despite  having  some  of  the  strictest  labor 


and  environmental  standards,  U.S.  sugar 
producers  are  among  the  most  efficient  in 
the  world. 

Of  the  95  sugar-producing  countries  or 
regions  examined,  the  United  States  is  more 
efficient  than  75  of  them,  LMC  found. 
LMC  updates  global  cost  of  production 
figures  regularly,  and  the  current  U.S. 
ranking — 20th  lowest  cost  of  95 — is  its  best 
ever. 

Jack  Roney,  an  economist  with  the 
American  Sugar  Alliance,  moderated  the 
panel  and  put  the  findings  into  perspective. 

"Critics  suggest  the  U.S.  sugar  industry 
is  not  efficient  because  there  are  restraints 
on  the  amount  of  subsidized  foreign  sugar 
that  can  enter  the  country.  This  study  proves 
we  are  among  the  world's  most  efficient  and 
lowest  cost  producers,"  Roney  said. 

"Import  restraints  are  in  place  in  the  U.S., 
as  in  most  sugar-producing  countries, 
because  the  world  sugar  market  is  polluted 
with  substandard  production  practices,  low 


labor  and  environmental  standards,  and 
huge  trade  distortions,"  he  continued. 

"America's  no-cost  sugar  policy,"  Roney 
said,  "is  needed  to  ensure  that  less  efficient, 
subsidized  foreign  competitors  don't  run 
efficient  U.S.  producers  out  of  business." 

LMC  measures  efficiency  by  adding  the 
cost  of  producing  sugar  in  the  field  to  the 
cost  of  extracting  sugar  from  beets  and  cane 
at  the  mill.  Production  costs  vary  by  seed 
variety  and  field  practices,  degree  of 
mechanization,  use  of  technology,  and  labor 
and  environmental  standards.  According  to 
the  LMC  data,  the  United  States  has  dropped 
from  slightly  above  average  cost  in  2002/ 
2003  to  well  below  the  world  average  in 
2010/2011. 

Next  year's  symposium  will  be  held 
August  3  -  8, 2012  in  Coeur  d'Alene,  Idaho. 


Mark  your  calendar  now  and  make  plans  tc 
attend.  The  Symposium  provides  an: 
excellent  opportunity  to  meet  cane  and  beet 
growers  from  across  the  country  and  to  learn 
more  about  U.S.  and  world  sugar  markets 
and  policies  and  how  they  affect  our 
domestic  market. 


GAM  Tire  Co. 


FOR   INFO  CALL 
POOCHIE 

337-276-6200 
337-319-0574 


You're  First  at 
First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA 

At  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA  you're  not  just  a  number.  We  believe  that  personal 
service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that  personal 
touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  Farm  Credit,  ACA. 
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Kenneth  Guillory 
New  Iberia 


First  South 
Farm  Credit,  ACA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(337)  364-0217 


Tracie  Rodriguez 
New  Iberia 


Growing  Confidence... 
Earning  Trust 


The  3520  combines  robust  and  refined  features  to 
provide  day  and  night  comfort  and  convenience. 

•  Independent  Propulsion  and  Steering 

•  Air  Suspension  Operator  Seat 

•  Wide  Cab  and  Training  Seat 

•  Command  Arm  Economically  Adjusts  to  Operator 


John  Deere 
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John  Deere  Thibodaux 

(985)447-7285 

Service  &  Repair 
(985)493-5018 

www.JohnDeere.com 

Factory  Supported  Service 

Off-Season  Repair 

New  &  Used  Equipment 

Parts  &  Service 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


HEARNE 

PLANTER  VALVES 

FOR  INFO  CALL 
DAVID  HEARNE 

337-942-8180 


PRO  AG 


PRODUCERS  Ag  FINANCE,  Inc. 

2595  Hwy  1  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
985-526-0500         985-526-0505  Fax 
craigd@proag.org 
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Committed  to  Customer  Success 


Lines  of  Credit  Agribusiness  Loans 

Real  Estate  Loans        Equipment  Loans 
Refinance  /  Restructure 

Apply  by  phone,  fax  or  email 
Contact  Craig  DeGravelle 
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Kleentek® 

Louisiana 
CERTIFIED  SEEDCANE 


Committed  to  Quality 

To  Place  an  Order  Call  337-364-2216 
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Washington  Update 

By  Jack  Pettus 


Super  Committee  May  Mean  Super  Cuts  For  Ag 
USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US  Sugar  Supply  and  Use 


As  you  know,  Congress  has  created  a 
Super  Committee  to  develop  a  plan 
to  reduce  Federal  spending  by  $  1 .5 
trillion.  The  committee  has  a  Thanksgiving 
deadline  to  produce  such  a  plan  (which 
requires  support  from  seven  of  its  12 
members)  and  Congress  will  have  to 
approve  the  plan  before  Christmas  in  a  fast- 
track  (up  or  down)  vote  without 
amendments.  If  the  Committee  fails  to  reach 
agreement  on  a  plan,  or  Congress  fails  to 
approve  such  a  plan,  Congress  will  make 
the  cuts  via  sequestration  (an  across-the- 
board  cut  in  program  spending).  If  the 
Committee's  package  does  not  total  $1.5 
trillion,  Congress  will  use  sequestration  to 
make  up  any  difference  between  the 
Committee's  plan  and  the  $1.5  trillion 
target. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  many  high- 
dollar  programs  are  excluded  from  the 
sequestration  process,  meaning  that 
agriculture  could  be  exposed  to  significantly 
higher  cuts  under  a  sequestration  process, 
as  could  other  non-protected  mandatory  and 
discretionary  spending  programs. 

Authorizing  Committees  have  until 
October  4th  to  provide  the  Super  Committee 


with  suggestions  on  cutting  spending  within 
their  purview.  Certainly,  agricultural 
programs  will  be  exposed  to  significant  cuts 
in  the  bipartisan,  bi-cameral  Super 
Committee,  as  it  is  seen  as  "low-hanging 
fruit."  Direct  payments  and  crop  insurance 
subsidies,  in  particular,  are  the  focus  of  early 
speculation,  though  conservation  and  other 
programs  are  likely  to  be  called  upon  to 
share  in  the  cuts.  The  House  and  Senate  Ag 
Committees  have  quietly  begun  a  process 
of  identifying  acceptable  cuts  to  ag  spending 
in  preparation  for  a  call  from  the  Super 
Committee.  Hopefully,  the  committees  will 
work  together  on  a  single  list  rather  than 
providing  separate  laundry  lists  that  can  be 
utilized  repeatedly  in  the  coming  months. 

If  the  Committee  fails  to  reach  the  $  1 .5 
trillion  target,  agreeing  instead  on  a  smaller 
package,  agriculture  could  be  subjected  to 
a  second  round  of  cuts  via  sequestration. 
Given  the  likelihood  of  another  round  of 
cuts  next  year  in  response  to  budgetary  /Wall 
Street/Tea  Party  pressures,  agriculture  could 
be  exposed  to  more  cuts  in  the  coming 
months. 

This  has  led  some  to  speculate  about  the 
chances  of  doing  a  farm  bill  reauthorization 


as  a  part  of  the  budget  process  this  autumn 
in  hopes  of  forestalling  a  death-by-a- 
thousand-cuts  process  that  could  leave 
authorizers  with  little  or  no  room  to  develop 
an  effective  safety  net  next  year.  Whether 
this  is  good  planning  or  wishful  thinking 
remains  to  be  seen. 

While  the  sugar  program  has  not  resulted 
in  costs  to  the  government  and  taxpayers 
over  the  past  decade,  and  is  not  expected  to 
show  costs  in  the  next  decade,  the  current 
budget  atmosphere  could  make  it  more 
difficult  to  put  together  the  coalition  needed 
to  complete  the  farm  bill  reauthorization 
process. 

On  the  H2b  front,  the  League  continues 
to  work  with  a  coalition  of  interests  seeking 
to  delay  and  reform  the  wage  methodology 
rule  poised  to  be  implemented  this  fall.  The 
coalition  is  working  with  Congress  and 
considering  judicial  options  if  needed. 

As  farmers  take  to  the  fields  to  begin  the 
planting  season,  don't  forget  that  the 
deadline  for  crop  insurance  sign-up  is 
September  30.  The  latest  projections  from 
the  National  Climatic  Data  Center  indicate 
that  the  current  dry  conditions  throughout 
the  deep  South  could  continue  into  the 
winter  months  as  the  La  Nina  patterns 
reemerge,  suggesting  a  dry  harvest  season 
that  could  have  a  negative  impact  on  plant 
cane  acreage.  Higher  prices  guarantee  a 
better  return  only  if  you  have  a  crop  to 
harvest  next  year,  so  take  a  close  look  at 
your  risk-management  options  before  this 
harvest  season  begins. 

USDA  WASDE  August  Report  on  US 
Sugar  Supply  and  Use 

USDAs  August  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE) 
report  reduced  the  2009/10  production 
estimate  for  Louisiana  by  1 2,000  tons,  from 
1,481,000  tons  to  1,469,000  tons,  which 
lowered  the  beginning  stocks  for  2010/11 


to  1,400,000  tons.  Production  was 
unchanged,  while  imports  rose  270,000 
tons,  including  50,000  from  TRQ  and 
220,000  from  Mexico,  resulting  in  total 
supply  rising  to  13,270,000  tons  from 
1 3 ,0 1 2 ,000  tons .  There  were  no  changes  to 
exports,  deliveries  and  use,  resulting  in  a 
258,000  ton  increase  in  ending  stocks  to 
1 ,785,000  tons.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
increased  to  15.5  percent  from  13.3  percent. 

U.S.  sugar  supply  for  fiscal  year  201 1/12 
is  increased  68,000  short  tons  from  last 
month  due  to  higher  beginning  stocks  more 
than  offsetting  lower  production  and 
imports.  Production  is  lowered  80,000  tons, 
as  cane  production  drops  30,000  tons  to  total 
3,360,000  tons  and  beet  production 
decreases  50,000  tons  to  4,750,000  tons. 
Louisiana's  production  decreases  40,000 
tons  to  1,400,000  tons,  while  Florida 
production  remains  at  1,630,000  tons. 
Imports  are  decreased  110,000  tons,  for  a 
total  of  2,962,000  tons,  as  lower  imports 
from  Mexico  more  than  offset  increased 
tariff  rate  quota  imports.  As  a  result,  total 
supply  rose  to  12,857,000  tons  from 
12,789,000  tons.  Exports  remain  at  200,000 
tons ,  deliveries  stay  at  1 1 ,3 1 5 ,000  tons ,  and 
total  use  remains  at  1 1 ,5 15,000  tons.  Ending 
stocks  for  September  20 1 2  are  increased  by 
68,000  tons  to  total  1 ,342,000  tons  and  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  rises  slightly  to  1 1 .7 
percent. 

For  Mexico,  2010/11  ending  stocks  are 
decreased  285,000  metric  tons,  raw  value, 
with  an  increase  in  exports  more  than 
offsetting  reductions  in  production  and 
imports .  For  20 1 1  / 1 2 ,  Mexican  production 
remains  unchanged  from  last  month  at 
5,560,000  tons.  Imports  increased  80,000 
tons  ending  at  270,000  tons,  while  domestic 
use  remains  at  4,632,000  tons.  Exports 
decreased  205,000  tons  totaling  1,113,000 
tons,  and  ending  stocks  remained  steady  at 
953,000  tons. 


Want  a  new  Combine? 

Case  Austoft  8800 

Got  an  old  Combine? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Wholestalk? 

Parts  and  Service  For  All 


Support? 

Cultivators,  Row  Sweepers 
Wagons 


337-845-5080 
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TRANSFLOATHD21.5 
SECOND  GENERATION 

Standard  Specifications: 

-  Four  Cylinder  21.5  Mts  wagon  (8-10  Ton) 

-  Heavy  duty  welded  construction 

-  Same  cylinders  for  both  lift  and  dump 

-  Tires  G2  1 400  X11R24 

-  Draw  Bar  Eye  Hook 

-  Dual  Full  rollers  on  each  mast 
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Options: 

-  Flow  Divider 

-  Sequential  valve 

-  High  Flotation  Tires  600/50  x  22.5 

-  Ball  Hitch  Draw  Bar 


MetA 


PRODUCTS 


Mike  Gilpin 

mike.gilpin@att.net 
(985)  227-5807 

David  Sagona 

dsagona2@cox.net 
(225)413-5241 


On  The  Farm 

By  Windell  Jackson 
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Sugarcane  Prescribed  Burn  Manager  Certification 

The  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection  Lab 

Re-evaluation  of  the  Human  Health  Effects  of  Atrazine 


Dr.  Kenneth  Gravois  the  LSU 
AgCenter's  Sugarcane  Specialist 
provides  the  following  information 
to  inform  the  industry's  growers  that  two 
meetings  have  been  scheduled  for  sugarcane 
growers  in  need  of  certification  through  the 
Certified  Prescribed  Burn  Manager 
Program.  The  Certified  Prescribed  Burn 
Manager  Program  is  a  voluntary  program 
designed  to  carefully  manage  fire,  ash,  and 
|  smoke  from  the  controlled  burning  of 
sugarcane  both  pre-  and  post-harvest. 

These  meetings  are  designed  for 
individuals  who  have  not  previously  been 
certified.  A  Certified  Prescribed  Burn 
I  Manager  is  required  to  be  recertified  every 
ifive  (5)  years.  For  those  in  need  of 
recertification,  please  contact  your  local 
[County  agent  who  can  provide  the  necessary 
{training  for  recertification.  There  is  no  cost 
I  for  certification  and/or  recertification.  A 
Sugarcane  Burn  Certification  Meeting  will 
be  held  in  two  locations.  Pick  the  nearest 
location  for  your  convenience: 


1 .  Monday,  September  19,  2011  at  the 
West  Baton  Rouge  Parish  Extension 
Office,  210  Turner  Road,  Port  Allen, 
Louisiana;  the  meeting  will  begin  at 
9:00  a.m. 

2.  Monday,  September  26,  2011  at  the 
Patterson  Civic  Center,  116  Cotton 
Road,  Patterson,  Louisiana;  the 
meeting  will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  and 
will  be  conducted  in  both  English 
and  Spanish 

The  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection  Lab 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy,  LSU  AgCenter's 
Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and  Crop 
Physiology,  provides  the  following 
informational  article.  RSD  testing  will 
continue  to  be  available  to  farmers  without 
charge.  Contact  your  consultant  or  County 
Agent,  and  they  will  advise  you  on  which 
fields  to  sample  and  help  you  collect 
samples  and  then  deliver  them  to  the  LSU 
AgCenter's  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection 
Lab.  So,  it  requires  very  little  effort  and  no 


expense  on  your  part  to  find  out  whether 
RSD  is  persisting  on  your  farm.  Testing  can 
be  done  any  time  during  the  harvest  season. 
Testing  your  oldest  stubble  fields  of  cane 
going  to  the  mill  provides  a  quality  control 
approach  to  determine  if  your  healthy 
seedcane  program  is  working  properly.  The 
Sugarcane  Disease  Detection  Lab  has  been 
operating  thanks  to  the  support  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and 
commercial  seedcane  companies  since  1997. 
The  annual  testing  done  by  the  lab  in 
cooperation  with  consultants  and  County 
Agents  has  documented  the  decline  in  RSD 
infection  levels.  The  levels  now  occurring 
will  not  affect  yield,  and  this  is  a  major 
positive  development  for  the  industry. 

Ratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD)  was  public 
enemy  number  one  in  the  sugarcane  industry 
for  many  years.  It  was  finally  brought  under 
control  through  a  public  and  private  sector 
partnership  that  made  healthy  seedcane 
produced  through  tissue  culture  available 
and  by  the  release  and  widespread 
cultivation  of  LCP  85-384,  a  variety  with 
some  resistance  to  RSD  spread.  Disease 
monitoring  also  has  been  a  component  of 
the  successful  control  effort. 

A  healthy  seedcane  program  costs  money, 
so  if  RSD  is  not  around  anymore,  do  growers 
still  need  to  pay  what  it  takes  to  keep  the 
program  going?  The  answer  is  yes,  and  there 
are  two  reasons  why.  First,  RSD  is  not 
completely  gone.  It  is  persisting  at  low 
levels  on  quite  a  few  farms.  Continuing  a 
healthy  seedcane  program  will  flush  these 
remnants  out  and  insure  that  it  does  not 
plague  you  again  in  the  future.  The  second, 
and  possibly  most  important  reason,  to 
continue  a  tissue  culture  based  program  is 
that  it  will  control  not  just  RSD  but  all  of 
the  other  systemic  diseases  of  sugarcane  that 
are  important  in  Louisiana,  including  smut, 
leaf  scald,  yellow  leaf,  and  mosaic.    In 


comparison,  heat  treatment  will  provide 
good  control  of  smut,  moderate  control  of 
leaf  scald,  and  little  or  no  control  of  the  virus 
diseases,  yellow  leaf,  and  mosaic. 

With  ever  increasing  input  costs,  farmers 
are  looking  for  ways  to  reduce  costs.  The 
cost/benefit  relationship  of  all  management 
practices  needs  to  be  considered.  Some 
expenses  clearly  more  than  pay  for 
themselves  while  others  are  aimed  at 
preventing  serious  problems  from 
developing  in  the  future.  Some  practices, 
such  as  weed  and  disease  control,  can  fall 
into  both  categories.  A  farm  experiencing 
a  serious  weed  or  disease  problem  will  see 
immediate  returns  from  investments  in 
herbicides  or  healthy  seedcane.  Once  these 
problems  are  brought  under  control,  further 
investments  are  made  to  prevent  the 
problem  from  reoccurring.  After  you  get 
where  you  want  to  be,  you  wish  you  could 
stop  spending  that  money.  But,  it  was  hard 
to  get  there  in  the  first  place,  and  you  don't 
want  to  go  back. 

Because  sugarcane  is  a  vegetatively 
propagated  crop,  our  most  important 
diseases  are  seed-borne.  A  healthy  seedcane 
program  represents  an  expense,  but  having 
healthy  seedcane  will  continue  to  be  an 
important  part  of  maximizing  productivity 
in  a  sugarcane  farming  operation.  So  it  is 
to  your  economic  advantage  to  make  use  of 
the  AgCenter's  Sugarcane  Disease 
Detection  Lab  to  maximize  the  yield 
potential  of  the  varieties  that  you  are 
growing  on  your  farm. 

Re-evaluation  of  the  Human  Health 
Effects  of  Atrazine 

Atrazine  is  a  popular  herbicide  that 
controls  weeds  and  helps  reduce  soil 
erosion.  Its  safety  has  been  established  by 
more  than  6,000  scientific  studies  conducted 
over  the  past  50  years,  making  atrazine  one 
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of  the  most  carefully  examined  pesticides 
in  the  world. 

Atrazine  was  re-registered  in  2006,  after 
EPA  completed  a  comprehensive  scientific 
review  of  its  database.  In  2009,  EPA  initiated 
a  review  of  new  studies,  reports  and  recent 
publications  and  announced  a  series  of 
Scientific  Advisory  Panels  (SAP),  a  public 
and  transparent  process  using  external 
panels  of  independent  scientists,  to  review 
this  information  and  provide  guidance  to  the 
agency. 

Then  again  on  July  26-28, 201 1 ,  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  convened 
a  SAP  to  review  atrazine  water-monitoring 
and  studies  used  for  human-health 
assessments,  including  non-cancer  effects 
and  cancer  epidemiology.  Syngenta,  EPA 
and  other  government  agencies  presented 
new  studies  helping  characterize  the 
toxicology  and  exposure  potential  of 
atrazine.  These  new  studies  add  significantly 
to  the  already  robust  scientific  database  on 
atrazine. 

On  July  28,  2011,  EPA  completed  the 
fourth  in  its  series  of  SAPs  to  re-review 
atrazine.  Throughout  the  process,  the  agency 
examined  more  than  200  publications, 
government  and  nongovernment  studies, 
analyses  and  reports,  including  more  than  2 
dozen  studies,  model  methodologies  and 
assessments  submitted  by  Syngenta. 

During  the  July  SAP,  Syngenta  had  the 
opportunity  to  present  panel  members  with 
the  following  scientific  information 
underpinning  the  safety  of  atrazine: 

•  Syngenta  scientific  assessments  on 
atrazine  demonstrated  that  exposure 
via  drinking  water  has  been  well 
characterized.  The  current  regulatory 
standards  are  protective  of  human 
health  and  contain  large  margins  of 
safety. 

•  Syngenta  shared  comprehensive 
water-monitoring  data  collected  from 


community  water  systems  and 
streams  and  presented  state -of -the  art 
environmental  modeling 

methodologies. 

•  Syngenta  provided  a  new 
physiologically  based 
pharmacokinetic  (PBPK)  model, 
validated  to  World  Health 
Organization  standards,  that  is 
important  for  risk  assessments.  EPA 
is  currently  reviewing  the  new  model. 

In  addition,  EPA  invited  the  SAP  to 
comment  and  provide  guidance  on  a  number 
of  scientific  points  including: 

•  Results  from  the  government- 
sponsored  Ag  Health  Study's  latest 
epidemiological  report,  along  with 
animal  mode  of  action  and  toxicology 
studies,  which  support  the  weight  of 
evidence  that  atrazine  is  not  likely  to 
be  carcinogenic  to  humans. 

•  The  atrazine  science  database  that 
indicates  the  young  are  not  more 
sensitive  than  adults. 

•  The  application  of  modeling 
methodologies  using  the  existing 
comprehensive  water  database  to 
estimate  potential  exposures  with 
greater  certainty. 

The  SAP  is  expected  to  complete  its  report 
on  the  July  proceedings  within  90  days. 


fyCOASf AL  PIPE 

P.O.  Box  99  •  Carencro,LA*  70520 
(o)337  896-8462  •  (f)  337  896-8465 

Used  Pipe  for  Construction 

Sucker  Rods $9-12/jt. 

2-3/8"   Structural  $32.00/jt 

2-7/8"   Structural $36.00/jt 

Mprgstzes  available  •  Tyu^rI\ac\  available 
4831  NW  Evangeline  Thrwy-  Ext  7 
337  896-8462  -Ask  for  Terri 
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Now  Manufacturing  Self -Dump  Wagons 

»       for  the 

Sugar  Industry 


HONIRON  Corporation 

is  your  authorized  John  Deere  dealer  for  <> '  d 
your  cane  harvesting  equipment,  parts  and 
service  needs. 


HONIRON  Vertical  Crystallizer  installation 


)niron  Corporat 
Dn  Dox620 


ax:ii/-^/6-3614 


ww.honiron.com 
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Growing  Your 
Bottom  Line 

By  Michael  Salassi,  PhD, 
LSU  AgCenter 


fm^m 


'''   ;\      •     ;.- 


Higher  Diesel  Prices  Will  Increase 
201 1  Sugarcane  Variable  Harvest  Costs 


Sugarcane  harvest  is  probably  the  most 
significant  and  important  phase  of  the 
production  of  sugarcane,  both  from  a 
field  production  and  economic  cost  and 
returns  basis.  Harvest  costs  represent  about 
25%  of  total  farm  variable  costs  as  well  as  a 
large  portion  of  fixed  equipment  costs.  The 
efficiency  of  harvest  operations,  the  use  of 
crop  ripeners,  the  selection  of  fields  to 
harvest  at  optimal  sucrose  levels,  as  well  as 
the  weather  conditions  in  which  harvest 
occurs,  all  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
resulting  costs  of  harvesting  the  crop,  the 
raw  sugar  yields  realized,  and  the  revenue 
resulting  from  those  harvested  yields. 

Higher  diesel  prices  this  year  will  increase 
variable  harvest  costs  for  the  2011  crop 
compared  to  last  year's  crop.  The  table 
below  presents  current  estimates  (August 
201 1)  of  projected  variable  harvest  costs  for 
the  201 1  sugarcane  harvest  season.  Current 
variable  harvest  cost  estimates  presented 
here  include  charges  for  labor,  fuel,  repairs 
and  interest  on  operating  capital.  Harvest 
fuel  costs  are  based  on  a  $3.15  per  gallon 
farm  diesel  price.  These  variable  harvest 
costs  are  for  a  combine  harvester  and  three 
tractor  and  wagon  units.    Fixed  costs 


(ownership  costs)  on  harvest  equipment  as 
well  as  hauling  costs  are  not  included. 

Variable  sugarcane  harvest  costs  for  the 
2011  Louisiana  harvest  are  projected  to  be 
in  the  range  of  approximately  $163  per  acre 
of  sugarcane  harvested,  using  combine 
harvesters  under  normal  weather  conditions. 
Using  a  base  yield  of  33  tons  of  cane  per 
harvested  acre,  variable  harvest  costs  for  this 
year  should  be  in  the  range  of  $4.95  per  ton 
of  cane  harvested,  up  50  to  70  cents  per 
harvested  ton  from  last  year. 

Weather  and  field  conditions  at  harvest 
time  can  have  a  significant  influence  on  the 
field  performance  (i.e.,  harvest  time)  of  the 
combine  during  harvest  operations.  At  a 
typical  combine  harvest  performance  rate  of 
0.70  hours/acre,  estimated  total  harvest  fuel 
and  labor  cost  (for  combine  and  tractors) 
would  be  approximately  $107.16  per 
harvested  acre,  using  a  $3.15/gallon  fuel 
price  and  $15.30  and  $9.60  combine 
operator  and  tractor  driver  wage  rates.  A 
15%  plus  or  minus  change  in  the 
performance  rate  of  the  combine  (0.60  to 
0.80  hours/acre)  can  result  in  variable 
harvest  costs  varying  within  a  $32  per  acre 
range  ($147  to  $179  per  acre). 
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Cane  yield  per  harvested  acre  and  diesel 
fuel  price  at  harvest  time  have  a  significant 
impact  on  variable  sugarcane  harvest  costs. 
For  example,  with  a  fuel  price  of  $3.00/ 
gallon,  variable  harvest  cost  would  be 
approximately  $4.43  per  ton  at  a  36  ton/acre 
harvested  yield  and  would  increase  to  $5 .32 
per  ton  for  a  30  ton/acre  harvested  yield. 
Field  conditions  at  harvest  time  is  another 
major  factor  impacting  variable  harvest 
costs,  which  can  vary  greatly  from  field  to 
field  and  over  the  harvest  season. 


Sugarcane  harvest  operations  are  certainly 
one  area  where  having  an  accurate  estimate 
of  cost  is  vitally  important.  There  may  be 
factors  which  impact  harvest  costs  which 
cannot  be  controlled,  such  as  fuel  prices, 
harvest  conditions  and  yield.  However, 
being  able  to  project  the  impact  of  those 
conditions  and  factors  on  resulting  harvest 
costs  will  provide  valuable  information  to 
aid  in  farm  financial  planning  both  prior  to 
and  during  the  crop  season. 


Estimated  Variable  Harvest  Costs  for  2011  Sugarcane  Crop 

Cost  per 

Cost  per  Ton 

Harvested  Acre 

(@33  tons/acre) 

($  per  acre) 

($  per  ton) 

Labor  Cost  1/ 

31.57 

0.96 

Fuel  Cost  ($3.15  per  gal.)  1/ 

75.59 

2.29 

Repair  &  Maintenance 

50.09 

1.52 

Interest  on  Operating  Capital 

5.86 

0.18 

Total  Variable  Harvest  Cost 

$  163.11 

$4.95 

1/  Includes  labor  and  fuel  costs  for  harvester  and  three  tractor- 

wagon  units. 

Impact  of  Field  Performance  Rate 

on  Variable  Harvest  Costs  per  Acre 

-15% 

Base  Perf.  Rate 

+  15% 

Performance  rate  (hrs/acre) 

0.60 

0.70 

0.80 

Labor  cost  per  acre 

26.83 

31.57 

36.31 

Fuel  cost  per  acre 

64.25 

75.59 

86.93 

Other  costs  per  acre 

55.95 

55.95 

55.95 

Total  cost  per  acre 

$  147.03 

$  163.11 

$  179.19 

1/  Includes  labor  and  fuel  costs  for  harvester  and  three  tractor-wagon  units. 

Impact  of  Cane  Yield  and  Diesel  Price  on  Variable  Harvest  Cost  per  Ton 

Diesel  Price          30  tons/ac           32  tons/ac           34  tons/ac      36  tons/ac 

$2.50 

$4.92                   $4.61                   $4.34                   $4.10 

$2.75 

$5.12                  $4.80                  $4.51                   $4.26 

$3.00 

$5.32                  $4.98                  $4.69                  $4.43 

$3.25 

$5.52                  $5.17                  $4.87                  $4.60 

$3.50 

$5.72                  $5.36                  $5.04                  $4.76 

1/  Total  variable  harvest  costs  for  harvester  and  three  tractor- wagon  units. 

Includes  costs  for  harvest  field  operations  only.  Hauling  charges  to  mill  excluded. 
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CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC. 


4  Clylirider  High  Dump  Wagon 


Basket:            12'and14! 

*  Lift  cylinders:              4"  x  70" 

Load:                16,000  and  19,000  lbs. 

*  Dump  cylinder:           5"  x  104.5" 

Ship  Weight:    11,500  lbs. 

•  Pressure  min/max:     1200psi/2200ps 

Tire/Rim:          14.4x24/9x24 

•  Working  volume:         15gpm 

18.4x26/18x26 

•  Adjustable  front  hitch 

DumpAngle:             34° 

•  Pinai  eye  bolts 

Dump  Clearance:     1 4'8" 

•  Colors:                        Frame  -  Black 

Load  Height:               9 ' 

Basket -Green 

Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-3198 

25265  Hwy.  1 ,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


Specializing  in 
Cane  Harvester  Repair 

(337)  276-4746  Hm. 
(337)  523-5785  Cell 


Crop 

Production 

Services 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(985)  447-4081 


New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-6343 


^VTECASTV  ? 


r'UZER  CO' 


True  Value  Hardware 


"Serving  South  Louisiana  For  Over  50  Years" 

•  Fertilizer  •  Chemicals  •  Custom  Blending 
•  Farm  Supplies  •  Purina  Feeds  •  Pet  Supplies 

•  Lake  Country  Feeds  •  Lawn  And  Garden 

P  O  Box  250     32705  Highway  1  South 

White  Castle   LA   70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3616     Fax:  (225)  545-8065 


FLYING  SERVICE  AVAILABLE 
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High  Crop  Tractors 

Starting  at  $35,000 


H8VJ  EQUIPMENT 


POUPWRIS 


John  Deere  7420  &  7330  high  crop  tractors  available 

tor  immediate  delivery.  Prices  as  low  as  $35,000  for  a 

4,000  hour  7420, 


H&W  Equipment 

Bunkie 
New  Roads 

337-298-1383 

bwilbanks@hwequip.com 


•  2007  7420  4,000  hours 
835,000 

•2008  7330  3.800  hours 
S57,500 

•2010  7330  700  hours. 
S84,000 


We  also  have  7830,  7930  & 
8225R  tractors  available. 

Call  for  the  best  deal  in 
south  Louisiana. 

Oar  deals  can 't  be  beat! 


Call  now  for  best 
selection. 
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Dedicated  Research  Funding  Summaries 


The  following  articles  briefly  summarize  three  research  projects  conducted  in  2010  by  the 
LSU  AgCenter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 's  researchers  Harold  Birkett  and  Jeanie  Stein .  These 
and  numerous  other  research  projects  have  received  funding  from  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League's  Dedicated  Research  Funding  Committee  each  year.  If  more  detailed  information  is 
needed  on  any  of  these  three  projects,  please  contact  Jeanie  at  jstein@agcenter.lsu.edu. 


BAGASSE  BOILER  PERFORMANCE  SUMMARY  -  2010 

by  H.  Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU  AgCenter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Introduction 

An  efficiently  run  boiler  station  is  very  important  in  the  operation  of  a  well-run  raw 
sugar  mill  operation.  It  can  mean  the  difference  between  profit  and  loss.  Forty-one  boiler 
tests  were  conducted  at  seven  factories  on  twenty-four  different  boilers  during  the  2010 
crop.  The  objective  was  to  investigate  boiler  operations  and  assist  in  compliance  testing. 

Method 

The  same  methods  were  used  as  in  previous  years.  Operating  conditions  such  as  steam 
pressure,  steam  flow,  and  boiler  feedwater  temperature  were  noted.  Flue  gases  were  analyzed 
for  temperature  and  oxygen  concentration  using  a  Testo  300  XL  flue  gas  analyzer.  Preheated 
air  temperature  was  determined  using  an  Omega  handheld  digital  thermometer  and 
thermocouple  probe.  Bagasse  samples  were  collected  during  each  test  and  analyzed  for 
moisture  and  ash  content.  Excess  air,  boiler  efficiency  and  pounds  steam  produced  per 
pound  of  bagasse  burned  were  calculated  using  a  program  written  for  a  similar  study 
conducted  in  the  early  1990s. 

Results  and  Discussion 

A  brief  summary  of  2010  operating  data  and  results  are  presented  in  Table  1  along  with 
boiler  operating  data  from  2005-08  (287  tests)  and  the  early  1990s  (320  tests)  Preheated 
air  temperature  increased  slightly  in  2010  from  that  of  the  previous  years.  Flue  gas 
temperature  decreased  slightly  from  that  of  2005-08  but  was  higher  than  in  1990-92.  Moisture 
%  bagasse  shows  a  steady  decrease  over  time  while  boiler  efficiency  is  increasing  along 
with  pounds  steam  produced  per  pound  bagasse  burned.  Many  of  the  tests  conducted  in 
2010  were  part  of  official  boiler  compliance  testing. 
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Table  1 .  Comparison  of  boiler  performance  tests  in  2010  with  that  of  testing  in  2005-08 
and  1990-92. 


1990-92 

2005-08 

2010 

No.  of  Runs 

320 

287 

41 

Steam,  lbs/hr 

69,318 

107,920 

101,799 

Preheated  air  temp,  F 

433 

445 

453 

Flue  gas  temp,  F 

418 

467 

430 

Oxygen,  % 

9.8 

8.2 

8.9 

Bagasse  moisture,  % 

54.48 

53.41 

51.23 

Bagasse  ash,  % 

2.91 

4.55 

3.53 

Excess  air,  % 

107.67 

75.04 

77.74 

Efficiency,  % 

55.14 

56.33 

59.93 

Lbs  steam/lb  bagasse 

1.98 

1.96 

2.28 

Bagasse  %  cane 

36.83 

31.81 

34.80 

Summary 

Boiler  efficiencies  have  been  improving  over  time  and  currently  average  about  60% 
with  an  average  flue  gas  temperature  of  430°F.  A  large  increase  in  boiler  efficiency  can  be 


CANE  EQUIPMENT  COOPERATIVE,  INC. 


5-Row  Cane  Cultivator 

manufactured  by 

Broussard  and  Cane  Equipment 


Dondi  Ditcher 
DBR  75  Super 


Northwest  Tiller 


Call  Nick 

(225)  687-2050  or  (225)  776-31 98 

25265  Hwy.  1,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 


20 


achieved  by  lowering  the  flue  gas  temperature  to  300°F.  The  only  practical  way  to  achieve 
this  is  with  an  economizer  (boiler  feed  water  heater  using  flue  gas).  This  would  increase 
boiler  efficiency  to  about  65.4%  and  produce  9%  more  steam  from  the  same  quantity  of 
bagasse. 

Use  of  a  flue  gas  analyzer  to  measure  oxygen  and  carbon  monoxide  levels,  along  with  a 
temperature  probe,  would  be  useful  in  determining  not  only  optimum  excess  air  levels  but 
also  boiler  efficiency.  Adjustments  to  boiler  control  settings  and  operations  could  then  be 
optimized. 

A  proper  and  steady  bagasse  feed  is  also  necessary  for  good  boiler  operations. 

Acknowledgments 

We  would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  all 
Louisiana  sugar  factories  for  their  support  of  this  project. 


ENTRAINMENT  LOSSES  AT  LOUISIANA  SUGAR  FACTORIES 

by  H.  Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU  AgC enter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Introduction 

Several  Louisiana  factories  experience  high  levels  of  entrainment  that  results  in  the  loss 
of  recoverable  sugar.  Results  from  a  preliminary  study  in  2009  to  investigate  these  losses 
were  enough  to  warrant  continued  investigation  in  2010. 

Procedure 

Condensate  and/or  condenser  water  samples  were  collected  at  every  Louisiana  factory 
and  analyzed  for  trace  sugar  using  the  phenol-sulfuric  acid  method  (Dubois  et  al  1956; 
SASTA,  1985). 

Results  and  Discussion 

Table  1  shows  the  average,  high  and  low  sugar  concentrations  in  the  condensate  leaving 
the  individual  evaporator  bodies.  For  evaporators  with  no  leaking  tubes  the  first  effect 
condensate  should  be  sugar  free  as  this  is  condensed  exhaust  while  the  condensates  from 
the  subsequent  bodies  generally  contain  sugar  resulting  from  entrainment.  The  second, 
third  and  fourth  body  condensates  contained  an  average  of  21,  40  and  109  ppm  of  sugar 
respectively.  The  increasing  level  of  entrainment  down  the  evaporator  set  is  expected  as 
the  vapor  velocity  increases  at  the  progressively  lower  pressures  in  the  effects  while  the 
sugar  concentration  of  the  syrup  is  also  increasing. 

The  quantity  of  evaporator  condensate  produced  is  typically  in  the  range  of  1300  to 
1700  lb/ton  cane.  The  average  sugar  concentration  in  the  evaporator  condensates  of  48 
ppm  represents  a  loss  of  about  0.06  lb  sugar/ton  cane. 

21 


Table  1 .  Sugar  in  evaporator  body  condensates. 


Evaporator  Body 

Condensates,  ppm  sugar 

Factory 

First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Average 

Average 

6.74 

20.62 

39.90 

108.77 

48.04 

High 

29.83 

139.75 

558.73 

1653.79 

641.43 

Low 

0.21 

1.76 

0.92 

2.12 

2.53 

Table  2  shows  the  average,  high  and  low  sugar  losses  in  once  through,  closed  (with 
intermittent  blowdown)  and  recirculation  systems  with  continuous  blowdown.  For  the  once 
through  systems  the  sugar  concentration  in  the  condenser  water  varied  from  1  to  857  ppm. 
Assuming  10,000  lb  water/ton  cane  for  the  once  through  injection  water  system,  the  sugar 
loss  varied  from  0.01  to  8.57  lb  sugar/ton  cane  and  averaged  1.14  lb  sugar/ton  cane.  This 
indicates  that  there  is  considerable  scope  for  reducing  sugar  losses  in  the  condenser  water. 

For  the  closed  systems  (cooling  tower  or  spray  pond)  or  recirculating  systems  with 
continuous  blowdown  it  is  not  possible  to  calculate  the  sugar  losses  without  knowing  the 
quantity  of  blowdown.  The  sugar  concentration  in  the  water  in  the  cooling  tower  and  spray 
pond  systems  varied  from  26  to  7121  ppm  and  averaged  2764  ppm.  Assuming  that  the 
blowdown  from  the  closed  systems  is  about  2%,  the  average  sugar  losses  at  these  factories 
would  be  comparable  to  the  1.14  lb/ton  cane  loss  estimated  for  the  once  through  systems. 

For  recirculation  systems  with  continuous  blowdown  the  sugar  losses  varied  from  3  to 
1533  ppm  and  averaged  1.11  lb  sugar/ton  cane. 

Table  2.  Sugar  losses  in  condenser  water  (lb  sugar/ton  cane). 


Once  Through 
Systems 

Closed  (Assuming  2% 
Blowdown) 

Recirculating  with 
Continuous  Blowdown 

Average 

1.14 

0.94 

1.11 

High 

8.57 

2.42 

3.29 

Low 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

There  are  several  reasons  for  entrainment  losses.  Small  diameter  tubes  (less  than  1 .75 
inches),  long  tubes  (greater  than  7  feet),  a  short  body  (top  tube  sheet  to  separator)  and/or 
poor  separator  efficiency  may  cause  evaporator  entrainment.  Causes  of  pan  entrainment 
can  be  due  to  operating  at  a  high  level,  drawing  air  from  an  empty  feed  tank  and/or  foaming. 
Filtrate  pump  problems  and  filtrate  tank  level  control  problems  can  contribute  to  entrainment 
losses  at  the  filters. 

Entrainment  can  be  detected  by  collecting  water  from  sample  points  on  individual 
condensers  and/or  sample  pots  on  vapor  lines  located  between  the  separator  and  the 
condenser.  Several  methods  or  instruments  may  be  used  to  analyze  the  collected  samples 
for  trace  sugars  and  include  alpha-naphthol,  phenol-sulfuric,  YSI  analyzer,  conductivity 
and  a  polari scope. 
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Recommendations 

The  following  recommendations  are  suggested  to  reduce  or  eliminate  sugar  losses  due 
to  entrainment: 

1 .  Regular  inspection  of  entrainment  separator  equipment. 

2.  Check  that  separator  return  drains  are  not  blocked. 

3.  Install  return  drains  externally,  with  return  entering  bottom  of  body. 

4.  Install  sight  glasses  in  return  lines  for  visible  confirmation  of  separator 
operation. 

Summary 

A  routine,  and  preferably  continuous,  monitoring  system  for  measuring  entrainment  losses 
is  highly  recommended.  Entrainment  losses  from  evaporator,  vacuum  pan  and  filter 
condensers  are  all  subject  to  periodic  high  levels  of  entrainment.  High  levels  of  sugar  in 
the  condenser  water  at  several  factories  indicate  that  improved  entrainment  separators  would 
be  highly  cost  effective. 

Sugar  losses  in  condensates  are  generally  insignificant  (average  0.06  lb/ton  cane).  Sugar 
losses  in  condenser  water  are  significant,  averaging  1 .0-1 .4  lb/ton  cane,  but  can  be  as  high 
as  8.6  lb/ton  cane. 
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MILL  PERFORMANCE  SUMMARY  -  2010 

by  H.  Birkett  and  J.  Stein,  LSU  AgCenter  -  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 

Introduction 

Audubon  Sugar  Institute  has  tested  the  performance  of  milling  tandems  in  Louisiana  for 
many  years.  Mill  performance  tests  are  an  independent  evaluation  of  how  well  individual 
mills  and  the  tandem  are  extracting  pol  (sucrose)  out  of  sugarcane  being  milled. 

Method 

Seven  mill  extraction  tests  (five  tandems)  were  conducted  during  the  2010  crop.  Prepared 
cane  and  bagasse  samples  leaving  each  mill  in  the  tandem  were  collected  over  a  30-60 
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minute  period  and  analyzed  for  pol,  moisture,  true  fiber  and  ash  content  using  standard 
methods.  The  data  was  used  to  calculate  preparation  index  (pol  %  open  cells)  and  pol 
extraction. 

Results  and  Discussion 

A  brief  summary  of  milling  data  for  the  past  crop  is  shown  in  Table  1.  Of  note  for  the 
2010  crop  is  the  high  average  true  fiber  %  cane  of  14.38.  Also  of  interest  are  the  highest 
individual  tandem  and  reduced  extractions  (96.70%  and  96.95%,  respectively)  ever 
measured  by  Audubon  Sugar  Institute. 


Table  1 .  Summary  of  mill  performance  data  for  2010. 

Run  Number: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Average 

Preparation  index 

80.21 

74.94 

82.94 

81.05 

76.67 

77.22 

78.49 

78.79 

True  fiber  %  cane 

14.55 

13.11 

14.55 

14.72 

13.40 

16.04 

14.29 

14.38 

Pol  %  cane 

12.33 

12.24 

14.39 

14.29 

12.71 

12.06 

12.14 

12.88 

Imbibition  %  cane 

31.55 

25.93 

20.60 

21.31 

28.57 

25.48 

26.25 

25.67 

Moisture  %  bagasse 

51.91 

54.37 

45.96 

46.09 

48.41 

54.83 

52.65 

50.60 

Mill  1  extraction,  % 

59.47 

58.33 

69.97 

67.79 

74.51 

27.11 

46.55 

57.68 

Tandem  pol  extraction,  % 

90.82 

91.21 

95.00 

94.62 

96.70 

92.41 

93.97 

93.53 

Reduced  pol  extraction,  % 

92.30 

91.68 

95.80 

95.55 

96.95 

94.33 

94.84 

94.49 

Classifieds  are  offered  to  all 
dues  paying  members... 

Do  you  have  something  to  sell??? 

Try  the  Classifieds 

in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

and  now  offered 

on  our  website  at  www.amscl.org 

Your  items  will  really  sell! 
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Summary  data  from  2005-08  is  compared  to  that  of  2009  and  2010  in  Table  2.  Again,  of 
note,  is  the  higher  true  fiber  %  cane  of  14.38  for  2010  versus  12.27%  for  2005-08.  Pol  % 
cane  of  12.88  this  past  crop  was  higher  than  12.02%  during  2005-08.  Moisture  %  bagasse 
averaged  50.60  in  2010  compared  with  the  previous  2005-08  average  of  52.92.  Average 
tandem  pol  extraction  this  past  crop  was  93.53%  which  was  0.75  points  higher  than  the 
2005-08  average  of  92.78.  The  ash  %  cane  in  2010  of  1 .96  was  lower  than  for  the  2005-08 
period  (2.83%)  and  for  2009  (2.76%). 

Table  2.  Summary  data  from  2005-08  and  2009  versus  2010.       


2005-08 

2009 

2010 

Prepared  Cane 

Preparation  Index 

79.73 

80.74 

78.79 

Pol% 

12.02 

12.01 

12.88 

True  Fiber  % 

12.27 

12.26 

14.38 

Ash% 

2.83 

2.76 

1.96 

Mill  1 

Moisture  % 

60.82 

58.53 

59.34 

Pol  Extraction 

60.83 

65.30 

57.68 

Last  Mill 

Moisture  % 

52.92 

51.89 

50.60 

Pol% 

2.68 

2.60 

2.36 

Ash% 

4.88 

5.70 

3.70 

Tandem 

Pol  Extraction 

92.78 

92.77 

93.53 

Reduced  Pol  Extraction 

92.59 

92.60 

94.49 

No.  of  tests 

53 

8 

7 

Summary 

While  mill  performance  has  improved  over  the  years,  there  is  still  work  to  be  done  to 
improve  pol  extraction  and  reducing  bagasse  pol  losses  (average  14.92  pounds  96  sugar/ 
ton  cane  or  $4,500,000  per  factory  in  2010).  Running  a  weekly  moisture  test  can  indicate 
which  mill  or  mills  in  the  tandem  need  adjustment  and  is  an  easy  method  to  help  improve 
extraction. 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


All  sugarcane  farms  should  have  a  Certified  Burn  Manager 
designated  in  their  operation.  The  Certified  Burn  Manager 
program  is  designed  to  train  personnel  to  use  the  following 
steps  that  must  be  taken  when  burning. 

Step  1 .  Identify  Smoke  Sensitive  Areas 

Step  2.  Obtain  Fire  Weather  Forecast 

Step  3.  Develop  a  Prescribed  Burn  Plan 

Step  4.  Determine  Smoke  Category  Day 

Step  5.  Determine  Smoke  and  Ash  Screening  Distance 

Step  6.  Determine  Direction  of  Smoke  and  Ash  Plume 

Step  7.  Evaluate  the  Prescribed  Burn  Results 

Step  8.  Keep  good  harvest  records 

If  you  have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like  additional  copies, 
contact  the  League  office  or  your  county  agent. 

The  League  staff  wishes  to  remind  all  growers  that  although 
these  guidelines  are  voluntary,  it  is  vitally  important  that 
burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as  efficient  a  manner  as 
possible  in  order  to  manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their 
impact  on  the  public. 

The  future  of  cane  burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your  farming  operation. 
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Progressive  Tractor 
fit  Implement  Co.,  Inc 


NOW  BOOKING  RENTAL  TRACTORS  FOR 
2011  HARVEST 


USED  CASE  IH  MODELS 


Magnum  305 
Magnum  275 
Magnum  245 
Magnum  215 
Puma  210 
Puma  195 
Puma  165 
IvIXfvl  190 
MX  180 
Magnum  8940 
Magnum  8950 
STX  380  4WD 
STX  385  4WD 


4  Available 
6  Available 

3  Available 
9  Available 
2  Available 
1  Available 

5  Available 
5  Available 

1  Available 
5  Available 

4  Available 

2  Available 

5  Available 


STARTING  PRICE 

$135,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$130,000 

$100,000 

$100,000 

$77,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$40,000 

$50,000 

$150,000 

$150,000 


FOR  MORE  SELECTIONS,  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE! 
WWW.PROGRESSIVE-TRACTOR.COM 

AUSTOFT  SUGARCANE  COMBINES 
PARTS  -  SALES  -  SERVICE 


LOCATIONS: 

BUNKIE 

318-346-6361 

1-800-367-3330 


CECILIA 
337-667-6535 


EUNICE 
334-457-4103 


JEANERETTE 
337-276-6384 


NEW  ROADS 
225-638-6347 


OPLEOUSAS 
337-942-5689 


WELSH 
337-734-3444 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  &  Fair  Association 


Dear  Friends  of  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Industry: 

20 1 1  marks  70  years  of  celebrating  sugar!  We  hope  that  you  will  join  us  in  our  salute  to  the 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Industry  and  participate  in  the  upcoming  events.  Please  help  us  to 
keep  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  the  largest  and  best  festival  in  our  state.  Your  contri- 
bution of  $50.00  will  enroll  you  in  our  membership,  which  will  entitle  you  to  invitations  for 
the  following  events: 

Reception  in  honor  of  King  Sucrose,  Harvest  Reception  in  honor  of  Festival  Honoree, 
Coffee  honoring  Parish  Queens,  Two  tickets  to  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Sugar  LXX, 
Mass  of  Blessing  of  the  Crop  and  Continental  Breakfast,  Liturgical  Celebration  honor- 
ing the  Sugar  Industry  and  Royalty,  Press  Conference  introducing  King  Sucrose  -  Fes- 
tival 2012.  (Membership  covers  two  people.  Membership  cards  are  no  longer  sent.) 
Please  make  your  contribution  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  mail  it  to: 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  -  Membership,  P  O  Box  9768,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-9768. 
With  statewide  support,  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  will  remain  the  "best"  in  our 
state  and  allow  our  families  the  continued  enjoyment  of  celebrating  Louisiana's  sugar  cane 
harvest. 

Join  us  September  21  -  25,  2011  in  saluting  the  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Industry. 


Sincerely, 
President 


CANE  HELICOPTERS 


480-444-9520 


g^ife 


Droviding  aerial  agricultural  services  for 

low  level  application  spraying  of 


icite  f 
and  pesticides. 
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Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival 

Mitchell  Brothers'  Shows  (corner  of  Hwy.  14  &  Sucrose  Drive) 
Community  Invited  -  Free  Admission 

Wednesday,  September  21,  2011 
5:00  p.m.  -  11:00  p.m.  -  Family  Night  $1.00  per  ride  with  14  acres 
of  rides  and  excitement  for  the  whole  family. 


Thursday,  September  22,  2011 
3:00  p.m.  -  11:00  p.m.  -  "Pay  Once"  price  available  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual ticket  purchases. 

Friday,  September  23,  2011 
12:00  nooon  - 11:00  p.m.  -  Kids  Day  -  Between  the  hours  of  noon  and 
5:00  p.m.  rides  will  be  $1.00.  Regular  fare  after  5:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  September  24,  2011 
12:00  noon- 11:00  p.m. 

Sunday,  September  25,  2011 
1:00  p.m. 

Fais- Do -Do/Music  Concerns  (Bouligny  Plaza) 
Community  Invited  -  Free  Admission 

Thursday,  September  22,  2011 - 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  The  Cast 

9:30  p.m.  - 12:00  a.m.  -  Geno  Delafose  (Zydeco) 
Friday,  September  23,  2011 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Andy  Smith  Band 

9:30  p.m.  - 12:00  a.m.-  Category  6 
Saturday,  September  24,  2011 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  -  Side  Show 

9:30  p.m.  -  12:00  a.m.  -  Rockin'  Dopsie,  Jr. 

Parades 


Friday,  September  23,  2011  -  6:30  p.m.  -  Annual  Boat  Parade 
Saturday,  September  24,  2011,  - 10:00  a.m.  -  Children's  Parade 
Sunday,  September  25,  2011  -  2:00  p.m.  -  Louisiana  Sugar  Parade 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR  SALE 


4  -  1997  Peerless  trailers  -  40'  - 
liners-  air  3rd  axle  -  $10,000  ea. 
Call  Price  at  225-7 18- 1771  or  225- 
978-9976. 

Davis  Axles  &  Hubs,  Cameco 
14x24,  Rims  18.4x30  Truck  Rims. 
Call  337-5 19-3295. 

(6)  18.4x30  cart  tires  &  10-hole 
rims  -  $300.00  a  piece;  (1)  JD  4020 
Drop  Housing -$500.00.  Call  Tony 
Richardson  at  337-277-5442. 

Cameco  8  ton  Hi-Dump  Wagon; 
Transloader  Wagon;  Side  Dump 
Hwy.  Trailers;  Covering  Tool;  (2) 
Drain  Cleaners.  Call  Kenneth  Taylor 

at  337-945-7474. 

2  -  Side  Dump  (Billet)  Road  Trailers 
-  $7,000  each.  Call  Tommy  at  318- 
452-7945  or  Byrns  at  318-452- 

5373. 

Wanted:  1  or  2  23- 1  -34  tire.  Call 
Tony  Canella  at  225-268-225 1 . 

Wanled:  3pt.  hitch  18'or  20' plow 
frame,  3  or 4  -  4x4  bars.  Call  Price 

at  225-7  18-! -771  or  225-978- 
9976. 
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You  can 

now  find 

the 

classifieds  on 

our  website 

at 
www.amscl.org 
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